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Our  publisher  wishes  us  to  ask  those  who  are  thinking  of 
having  insets  in  our  Winter  Number,  to  be  published  on 
January  30,  1897,  to  give  instructions  to  their  printers  well 
before  Christmas,  so  that  the  insets  may  be  produced  in 
good  style.  An  effective  inset  is  one  of  the  best  ways  of 
advertising — especially  when  it  i3  in  The  Chemist  and 
Dbuggist,  so  those  who  have  tried  tell  us,  although  we 
have  always  said  so. 


Each  copy  of  the  1897  Diary  which  we  have  sent  out  con- 
tains a  coupon  postcard  upon  which  the  recipients  are 
invited  to  write  answers  to  the  eight  questions  printed  on 
the  card.  We  are  to  give  ten  guineas  in  prizes  to  those  who 
give  the  beat  answers,  but  if  any  wish  to  be  hors  coneours— 
i.e.,  wish  to  compete  without  taking  the  money — they  may  do 
so,  when  their  share  will  go  to  the  nest  best,  or  they  may 
give  the  card  to  an  employe  or  wife,  daughter,  son,  sister, 
&.o.  Home  subscribers  will  please  send  in  their  card  by 
December  31,  and  those  abroad  must  post  theirs  by  January 
20,  1897. 


Some  new  store-prices  are  given  on  p.  811. 

There  is  trouble  in  the  Royal  Society  just  now  (p.  327). 

Wallace's  specific  has  figured  in  another  inquest  reported 
on  p.  810. 

The  new  B.P.  is  to  cost  a  lot  of  money,  Sir  Richard  Qaain 
says  (p.  319). 

■  Brighton  chemists  are  divided  in  regard  to  counter-pre- 
scribing (p.  829). 

The  conditions  of  the  Burroughs  scholarship  are  now 
formulated  (p.  815). 

A  high  and  tight  collar  has  caused  the  death  of  a 
chemist's  assistant  (p.  812). 

Members  of  the  North  British  Branch  have  f  uccessfully 
revived  their  annual  dinners  (p.  821). 

The  names  of  superintendents  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Pre- 
liminary examination  are  given  on  p.  815. 

A  change  in  the  general  management  of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'a  business  is  noted  on  p.  813. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  is  taking  steps  to  reform  the 
ways  of  the  Society's  local  secretaries  (p.  816). 

Meetings  of  chemists  in  support  of  the  P.A..T.A.  have 
been  held  in  Birmingham  and  Nottingham  (p.  310). 

We  give  further  information  regarding  the  false  kola-nut 
recently  imported.  There  are  interesting  points  about  it 
(p.  826). 

Mr.  William  Day,  Mr.  Councillor  Park,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
and  others  keep  the  anti-cutting  correspondence  going 
(p.  837). 

MR.  H.  S.  Wellcome  was  the  central  figure  at  the  dinner 
of  London  Americans  in  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  ThanksgiviDg 
Day  (p.  821). 

Mr.  David  Stoerar  advocates  periodical  retirement  of 
Pharmaceutical  Councillors  to  ensure  greater  efficiency 
and  popularity  (p  822). 

Sib  Douglas  Maclagan,  M.D.,  thinks  of  retiring.  He  is 
Christiscn's  successor  as  visitor  to  the  Scotch  pharmaceutical 
examinations  (p.  812). 

Messes.  Dunstan  and  Henry  find  that  Indian  podo- 
phyllum is  much  richer  in  resin  than  the  official  kind,  and 
that  the  resin  is  better  (p.  827). 

Mr.  Maben  gave  some  interesting  information  to  Edin- 
burgh pharmacists  regarding  the  manufacture  aud  use  of 
compressed  carbonic-acid  and  other  gases  (p.  828). 

The  cycling  young  man  who  borrowed  half-crowns  from 
chemists  will  not  trouble  them  for  six  months,  the  Staff oid 
Assizes  having  given  him  a  penal  holiday  for  that  time 
(p.  830). 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Islington  has  given 
some  cogent  reasons  for  the  immediate  scheduling  of 
carbolic  acid.  Upon  his  paper  and  other  allied  topics  we 
comment  on  p.  824. 

Mr.  Eugene  Barratt  disputes  the  accuracy  of  Mr. 
Conroy's  conclusions  regarding  the  optical  rotation  of 
geranium  oil,  but  agrees  that  no  one  test  for  otto  of  rose  is 
sufficient  by  itself  (p.  837). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  sued  the  wrong  man  at 
Barrow.  Their  agent  was  supplied  with  Winslow's  syrup  by 
a  qualified  chemist,  and  they  sued  an  unqualified  youth. 
They  lost  the  case  (p.  830). 

We  conclude  our  report  of  the  Medical  Council  meeting. 
The  proceedings  have  been  exceptionally  lively,  and  some 
doctors  did  noc  shine  brightly  in  the  mutual  recrimination 
business.  L.D.S.  matters  appear  to  be  coming  to  an  in- 
teresting point  (p.  817). 

The  new  Pharmaceutical  Examiners  are  Messrs.  W. 
Atkinstall,  A.  S.  Tanner,  and  R.  Wright  in  the  place  of 
Messrs.  Druce,  Bansom,  and  Saul  on  the  English  Board,  and 
Dr.  Bayley  Balfour  and  Messrs.  Davidson  and  T.  Maben  for 
Professor  Geddes  and  Messrs.  Boa  and  Jack  on  the  Scotch 
Board  (p.  815). 
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Birmingham  Chemists  and  the  P.A.T.A. 

At  a  trar?e-rneeting  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  Novem- 
ber 24  (Mr.  William  Jones  in  the  chair),  a  resolution  was 
proposed  by  the  Chairman,  and  seconded  by  Mr  J.  Wake- 
field, "  That  this  meeting  very  heartily  thanks  the  P.A.T.A 
for  the  success  already  achieved,  and  pledges  itself  to 
continue  to  give  every  possible  help  to  put  down  the  system 
of  cutting,  now  so  prevalent  ia  the  trade."  This  was  carried 
unanimously. 

In  reply  to  a  circular  issued  by  Messrs.  Rowlands  &  Sons, 
the  following  resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Barret, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  II  Hutton  : — "  That  we,  the  members  of 
the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  ask  and  recom- 
mend Messrs.  Rowlands  &  Sons  to  join  the  P.A.T  A.,  and  we 
agree  to  give  them  every  encouragement  and  support  upon 
their  doing  so."  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a 
similar  resolution  to  the  following  firms  : — Anglo-American 
Drug  Company ;  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  ;  Thomas 
Beecham  ;  Evans,  Sons  &  Co  ;  Midland  and  Lincoln  Drug 
Company;  Evan3,  Lescher  &  Webb;  Eao ;  Holloway ;  Kay 
Brother s ;  1'.  L.  Owbridge  ;  Scott  &  Bowne  ;  St.  Jacobs  Oil ; 
Richardson  (Leicester)  ;  A  J.  White  (Limited) ;  Woodward  ; 
Wright,  Layman  &  Umney. 

Toe  followiog  resolution  was  also  carried: — "  That  it  be 
in  the  power  of  any  Association  to  nut  upon  the  protected 
list  any  speciality  having  a  local  sale." 

Nottingham  Chemists  Discuss  Trade  subjects. 

A  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Chemists'  Association  was 
held  at  the  Masonic  Hall  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  A.  Middleton 
(Vice-President)  in  the  chair.  The  leading  members  of  the 
trade  in  Nottingham  were  present.  The  meeting  was  called 
to  discuss  cunent  pharmaceutical  topics  and  the  present 
positi'  n  of  the  P.A.T.A.  In  his  introductory  remarks  the 
Chairman  referred  to  the  efforts  which  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  for  more  than  two  years  been  making  on  the 
subject  of  the  Companies  Acts.  In  the  discussion  which 
ensued,  a  general  feeling  was  expressed  that  ronething  was 
desired  to  prevent  a,  limited  liability  company  from  doing 
that  which  was  illegal  for  one  person  to  do,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  might  succeed  in  getting  a 
clause  inserted  in  the  n«w  Act  to  prevent  this.  A  v^ry  satis- 
factory feeling  was  expressed  on  the  condition  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  Several  new  members  joined,  and  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  : — "  That  this  meeting  of  Nottingham 
chemists  expresses  its  appreciation  of  the  able  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  ha3  worked  in  the  interests  of  the 
trade  as  Secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A  ,  and  pledges  itself  to  do 
its  utmost  to  induce  the  chemists  of  the  town  to  join  the 
Association."  Mention  was  also  made  of  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  after  references 
to  the  new  B.P.  and  new  Pnarmacy  Act,  the  meeting  closed. 

"Parturiunt  Montes." 

On  Sunday  morning  last,  about  3  A.M.,  a  policeman  heard  a 
thumping,  muffled  noise  in  Messrs.  Biiss  Brothero'  premises 
in  Jewry  Street.  He  gave  information  to  Seething  Lane 
Police  Station,  whence  a  telegram  was  sent,  via  Scotland 
Yard,  to  Forest  Gate  Police  Station,  the  one  nearest  to  the 
house  of  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers'  head  warehouseman  That 
functionary  at  cnca  proceeded  to  Jewry  Street,  where  he 
found  a  detective  and  four  policemen  awaitiag  his  arrival. 
The  party  entered  the  premises  in  single  file,  and  proceeded 
in  the  direction  of  the  noise,  woich  was  found  to  come  from 
the  private  office  of  one  of  the  partners.  When  the  door 
was  forced  it  was  found  that  the  authors  of  the  disturbance 


were  two  mice  that  had  fallen  into  an  empty  quinine-tin  en 
the  window-sill. 

Chemists  at  Football. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  Earlsfield  Ramblers, 
played  on  Saturday  last  at  Garrett  Green.  Scores:  Phar- 
maceutical^; Earlsfield  Ramblers,  3.  Team:  Lean  (goal), 
Happold  and  Jones  (backs),  Nelson,  Webster,  and  Matthews 
(half-backs),  Day,  Tebbutt,  Jackson  (centre),  Sheldrake  and 
Fothergill  (forwards). 

A  football-match  was  played  on  Saturday  last,  Novem- 
ber 23,  between  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy  and 
Westminster  College  of  Pharmacy.  Result :  "  Matera,"  £ 
goals  ;  Westminster,  1  goal. 

At  Harringay  Park,  on  Saturday,  November  28,  the 
Barronetta  F  C.  (Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.)  met  the  Eagle  F.C.,. 
and  won  by  2  goals  to  nil. 

On  tbe  previous  Saturday,  and  at  the  same  place,  the 
Barronetta  defeated  the  Baths  F.C.  by  3  goals  to  nil. 

Fires. 

A  fire  broke  out  late  on  Monday  night  on  premises  in 
Palmer  Lane.  Coventry,  used  for  the  purposes  of  storage  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Bailey,  wholesale  and  retail  cbemict  and  drug- 
gist. The  fire-brigade  were  quickly  on  the  spot,  but  the 
fire  was  not  extinguished  until  damage  amounting  to  between 
5001.  and  600Z.  was  done. 

There  was  a  narrow  escape  from  fire  at  Messrs.  WrideV, 
chemists,  Andover,  on  Saturday  last.  One  of  the  window- 
lamps  fell  from  its  hangings,  bat,  an  assistant  being  in  the 
shop  at  the  time,  an  outbreak  was  averted. 

Charge  of  Stealing  from  a  Drug  warehouse. 

At  Ipswich  Police  Court  on  November  30.  George  Clarke, 
chimney-sweeo,  was  charged  with  steaHner  7  lbs.  of  hamper- 
cord,  value  3s.  6/7.,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Grimwade, 
Ridley  &  Co  .wholesale  druggists,  of  Princes  street,  Ipswich. 
Alfred  Garnham,  warehouseman  in  the  employ  of  the 
prosecutors,  saw  the  defendant  coming  from  the  warehouse, 
and  asked  him  what  he  was  doing.  He  replied  that  he  had 
been  to  inspect  the  chimney  with  a  view  to  sweeping  it. 
Mr.  Garnham,  however,  noticed  that  one  of  defendant's 
pockets  looked  buiky,  and  he  asked  him  to  return  to  the 
office.  He  had  a  1.0-lb.  ball  cf  hamper-twine  which  he  had 
taken.  The  prisoner,  it  appeared,  had  no  business  on  the 
premises.    He  was  committed  for  trial. 

"Wallace's  Specific  Again. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Loudwater,  near  High  Wycsmbe,. 
on  November  2S,  by  Mr.  Coroner  Charsley,  respecting  the 
death  of  Wm.  Hy.  A«hdown,  aged  18  years,  who  died  on  the 
previous  day.  He  had  suffered  frcm  hernia  and  was  taken 
ill  a  fortnight  before  his  death.  The  father  stated  that  be 
did  not  call  in  medical  aid,  but  bad  applied  fomentations  of 
hot  water,  and  medicine — Wallace's  specific — which  was  kept 
in  tbe  house  was  given  to  him  The  medicine  wa«  bought 
direct  from  London,  and  he  had  constantly  had  it  in  use  in 
his  hous°.  In  addition  to  the  medicine,  deceased  had  lemon- 
juice  He  frequently  vomited  after  taking  the  medicine. 
The  vomit  was  microscopically  examined  by  Mr.  Wallace,  of 
London,  and  he  gave  it  as  bis  opinion  that  it  was  tumorous 
matter.  Tbe  specific  had  previously  been  taken  by  his  wife 
and  his  children.  There  were  no  directions  on  the  bottles, 
and  he  did  not  know  what  the  specific  contained.  Deceased's 
brother,  Mr.  Percival  Joyce  Ashdown,  stated  that  a  Mr. 
Fearn,  a  frier.d  of  his  father's,  gave  deceased  occasionally 
some  homoeopathic  medicine,  but  he  was  really  dieting  him. 
"Wallace's  Specific"  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Fearn,  and 
witness  had  taken  it  for  cold  in  the  head.  It  did  rot  make 
witness  vomit,  and  it  had  a  stinging  effect  in  tbe  throat. 
Mr.  George  Robert  Yonder  Fearn,  who  described  himself  as 
an  evangelist,  stated  what  be  had  advised.  He  bad  not 
recommended  that  the  deceased  should  have  homoeopathic 
medicines.  He  agreed  with  the  specific  being  administered. 
He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  recommending  homoeopathic 
medicines,  and  he  could  not  sav  that  be  believed  iD 
homceopathy.  He  gave  tho  lemon- juice  for  the  purpose  of 
cleansing  deceased's  abe'omea.  He  wes  aeked  _  whether 
homoeopathic  medicines  might  be  given,  and  knowing  them 
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to  b8  innocuous  he  allowed  them.  He  had  recommended 
homoeopathic  medicines  to  persons  in  the  neighbourhood, 
bat  he  had  now  lost  all  faith  in  them  and  in  all  drajs.  Dr. 
Fleck  stated  that  if  a  medical  man  had  been  called  in  at  an 
early  stage  he  could  have  operated  with  good  effect,  and 
with  a  hundred  chince3  to  one  of  saving  life.  It  was  not  a  case 
for  msdicine  at.  all.  The  jury, in  returning  a  verdict  of  death 
from  strangulated  hernia  aud  aiute  peritonitis,  expressed  ttie 
opinion  that  Me.  Fearn  should  be  censured  for  not  with- 
drawing from  attendance  on  the  deceased,  and  for  leading 
the  parents  to  be  isva  that  he  wis  suffering  from  tumorous 
matter.  The  Coroner  told  Mr.  Ashdown  and  Mr.  Feara  thit 
there  bad  been  a  want  of  caution  in  not  calling  in  proper 
medical  attendance.  ["  Wallace's  specific  "  figured  in  a  case 
reported  in  our  Irish  News  on  November  21] 

The  Urbm  Council  above  the  Earl. 
Complaint  was  made  to  the  Milton  Urban  Council  last 
■week  that  Mr.  W.  Lavera-.k,  chemist,  &c,  had  erected  a 
building  for  the  storage  of  inflammable  materials  without  first 
depositing  plans  before  the  Council.  Mr.  Liveraok  wrote 
that  he  had  the  con3eatof  his  landlord,  Eavl  Fitzwilliam's 
agent, aud  he  thoaghtthit  was  all  he  required.  The  Council, 
lifter  inspection,  refused  to  approve  of  the  building. 

Carbolic  Poisonings. 

Miry  Ann  Goold  (29),  whose  husbaud  is  in  the  service  of 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  at  Ipswich,  killed  herself  with 
carbolic  acid  last  week.    She  leaves  four  children. 

Maria  Beresford  (56),  widow,  Chester,  who  was  bBhiud 
with  her  rent  and  had  taken  to  drink,  get  threepennyworth 
of  carbolic  acid  and  ended  her  troubles. 

Esther  Welsby,  a  domestic  servant  in  the  employ  of  Mrs. 
Mellor,  at  Swinton,  near  Manchester,  21  years  of  age,  after 
receiving  a  month'<j  notice  to  leave  her  situation  on  Monday, 
drank  a  large  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  a  few  days  later, 
find  died  shortly  afterwards.  The  deceased  was  a  native  of 
Glasgow. 

Tabitha  Trim,  parlourmaid  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Philpot, 
at  8  Napier  Avenue,  Fulham,  had  been  depressed,  and  had 
delusions.  On  Thursday  of  last  week  she  was  found  deid, 
and  a  bottle  of  carbolic  acid  by  her  side.  A  Fulham  chemist 
stated  at  the  inquest  that  the  deceased  bought  a  pint  bottle 
of  carbolic  acid,  which  she  said  was  wanted  in  a  house  where 
there  was  scarlet  fever. 

Youthful  Burglars. 

At  the  Manchester  Police  Court  on  Saturday  last,  Herbert 
Greenhough,  Joseph  Wallace,  and  Henry  Weightman,  all 
aged  lb,  were  charged  with  breaking  and  entering  the  shop 
of  Mr.  E.  A.  Jeans,  chemist,  Emden  Street,  Hulme,  Man- 
chester, and  stealing  31.  3s.  6d.  in  cash.  The  evidence  showed 
that  the  shop  was  broken  into,  on  the  might  of  November  23, 
the  thieves  getting  in  through  the  cellar  window.  The 
money  was  stoleD  from  a  drawer  in  the  shop,  and  appeared  to 
have  been  divided  among  the  prisoners.  Greenhough,  when 
charged,  said  he  did  cot  think  he  lad  taken  so  much. 
Wallace  admitted  bavirg  received  32s.  £d  ,  and  he  was  found 
to  be  possessed  of  two  revolvers.  Weightman  had  one 
revolver  and  twenty-four  cartridges.  Eventually  the  Stipen- 
diary ordered  that  each  defendant  should  receive  twelve 
strokes  with  the  birch  rod. 

Mistaking  the  Drachm  for  the  Ouncs. 
On  Wednesday  of  last  week  John  William  Johnson,  aged 
11  years,  the  son  of  a  stableman,  was  admitted  to  theMonsall 
Farm  Hospital,  Manchester,  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  On 
the  following  day  a  medicine  composed  of  3  dr.  of 
quinine  and  4  drop3  of  strychnine,  to  be  administered 
every  four  hours,  was  prescribed  for  him.  In  the  ward  where 
he  lay  was  kept  a  mixture  of  strychnine,  consisting  of  4  gr. 
of  the  poison  to  1  dr.  of  water.  Sister  Elizabeth  Ward 
was  in  charge  of  the  room,  and  on  Fiiday  morniDg  she 
instructed  Nurse  Pattison  to  give  the  boy  his  medicine.  The 
nurse,  unfortunately,  made  a  mistake,  and  gave  him  eight 
times  the  quantity  under  the  impression  that  the  solution 
contained  4  gr.  to  the  ounce  and  not  to  the  drachm.  The 
mistake  having  been  discovered,  every  effort  was  made  to 
restore  the  boy,  but  to  no  purpose,  and  he  died  very  soon. 
At  the  inquest,  held  on  Monday  last,  the  doctor  stated  that 


32  drops  of  the  strjehnine  solution  would  be  cejtain  death 
to  a  boy  of  Johnson's  age.  Nurse  Pattison,  in  reply  to  the 
Coroner,  said  she  thoright  she  mistook  the  medical  sign  on 
the  bottle  containing  the  solution.  She  bad  had  aboc'j 
twelve  months'  experience  of  hospital  work,  but  had  eto 
knowleoge  as  to  tte  mixing  of  medicines.  I  ne  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  accidental  death  from  an  overdose  of  strychnine. 
The  Coroner  rerrarked  cn  the  system  of  leaving  a  pre-ciip- 
tion  likethe  ote  io  question  to  be  interpreted  by  anurse  wiita 
only  twelve  months'  training.  If  the  indication  oa  the 
buttle  had  been  written  in  pHin  English  instead  of  in  sigce, 
there  would  tot  have  been  the  same  possibility  of  mistake*.. 
It  was  easy  for  an  inexperienced  and  unskilled  nurse  to 
make  a  mistake.  In  his  opinion  the  hospital  authorities 
were  to  blame  for  allowing  such  a  mistake  to  foe  possible,  and 
a  better  system  ought  to  be  adopted  for  labelling  pcisons. 

Store  Prices. 

The  Civil  Service  Supply  Association  aensanse  leducilcn 
of  orris-root  from  Is  4^.  to  Is  2d.  per  lb.,  onit  root  porcdex 
from  Is.  Id  to  Is.  6d.,  precipitated  sulphur  from  6<<!.  to 
h^d ,  and  menthol-cones  from  Hd  to  Z\d.  Elder-flower 
ointment  is  advanced  from  4|<Z.  to  5d.  per  pot,  and  Miilheo's 
Rhine  Violets  from  2s.  3d.  to  2f.  5d.  It  is  also  sdated  that. 
Beetham's  preparations,  Dicej's  Daffy's  elixir,  Mo  lei's  cod- 
liver  oil,  and  Powell'^  balsam  and  pills  have  been  taken  ou!> 
of  the  list. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  !c  corrciptm&enta  «<V 
tend  local  newspapers  containing  iitnuj 
of  interest  to  the  iraae.  Be  will  Sfc 
further  obliged  if  tux.h  paragraph*  t* 
marked  «/>  all  caset. 


A  Boiling  Stone  which  Gathered  Moss. 

Lord  Ha^hury,  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  of  England 
commenced  his  professional  career  in  an  Irish  apothecary's 
shop,  but  gave  up  the  pestle  for  the  pen,  and  that  in  tssm, 
lie  abandoned  for  law. 

X  Rajs  for  Limerick. 
"  What  does  the  ./•  rays  cost?  "  asked  the  dab-man  of  tba 
Limerick  Union  Board  the  other  day.  "  Fifteen  pounds,  1 
undeis'and,"  replitd  Dr.  Nolan.  Upon  which  J.ho  Chairman 
said,  "  It  seems  the  doctois  could  coo  find  oat  a  scedle  in  a 
girl's  hand  weie  it  not  for  the  x  rays.  I  thick  this  Union 
should  hava  the  use  of  them."  Several  Guardians  concurred 
with  the  rtm-wks  of  the  Chairman,  and  it  was  decided .to 
inquire  as  to  what  the  cost  would  be  f  >r  supplying  thi  Union 
with  the  x  rays.  —That  is  the  way  the  report  come3  to 
and  we  repeat  it  so  for  the  fun  of  the  thing. 

More  about  Poor-law  Tenderinp;. 

At  the  Roscommon  Board  of  Guardians  last  week  a 
letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  which 
the  Local  Government  Board  had  received  from  one 
of  their  number  (Mr.  John  Neilan,  J.P.)  calliiai;  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  Guardians  had  chosen 
Mr.  Phillips,  a  local  man,  as  the  medicine-contractor; 
although  Mr.  White,  of  Sligo,  had  tendered  lower;  Mr. 
Phillips  had  been  declared  contractor  by  a  majority  of  nine 
votes  to  two.  The  Guardians  resolved  to  intern  The  Local 
Government  Board  that  they  were  of  opinion  that  *a  accept- 
ing Mr.  Phillips's  tender  they  were  acting  to  the  best 
advantage  for  the  ratepayers,  and  that  he,  being  the  local 
man  and  the  last  contractor,  had  given  great  satisfactzoa 
during  his  contract. 

The  auditor  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  threatened! 
to  prosecute  the  Guardians  of  the  Tipperary  Union  to  recover 
the  amount  surcharged  in  respect  of  the  drug  and  icedicinf 
contract,  several  items  of  which  are  objected  to. 
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A  Dublin  Apothecary  Fined. 
At  the  Dublin  Police  Couit  on  November  26,  Dr.  Finegan, 
LA.H.,  proprietor  of  the  Thomas  Street  Medical  Hall,  was 
prosecuted  by  the  City  Corporation  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Act  for  failing  to  notify  to  the  sanitary  authorities 
a  case  of  scarlatina  which  he  had  attended.  Dr.  Finegan 
was  not  present.  Sir  Charles  Cameron  said  he  had  written 
to  him  as  a  brother  medical  man,  but  no  notice  had  been 
taken  of  his  letter.  The  Magistrate  fined  the  defendant  the 
fall  penalty  of  40*.,  and  ordered  him  to  pay  two  guineas 

C03tS. 

He  was  Sane  then. 

In  the  Queen's  Eench  Divisional  Court,  Dublin,  on  Friday 
last,  a  case  affecting  the  mental  condition  of  a  Limerick 
gentleman  named  Joynt  was  heard.  The  alleged  lunatic 
told  the  Court  that  in  his  early  days  he  had  been  in  a 
medical  hall  and  became  familiar  with  medical  matters. 
When  people  came  into  the  shop  they  used  to  give  the  best 
a  q7ia  intra. 

A  Uew  Pharmacy 

is  about  to  be  opened  in  Great  Britain  Street,  Dublin,  by 
Messrs.  Leonard  &  Co.,  apothecaries  and  chemists,  as  a 
branch  to  their  establishment  in  North  Earl  Street,  and  they 
have  secured  for  the  purpose  the  premises  of  the  late  John 
J.  0"Doncell,  chemist  and  druggist. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  -who 
tend  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


A  Flutter  in  the  Highland  Capital. 
Mayor's  Drug  Company,  of  Aberdeen,  have  recently  opened 
a  branch  store  in  Inverness,  and  have  caused  some  commo- 
tion amongst  the  chemists  of  the  town,  who  are  noted  for 
the  fraternal  manner  in  which  they  meet  periodically  and 
discuss  trade  matters. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Andrew  Veitch,  chemist,  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas, 
has  been  re-elected  to  the  Town  Council  of  the  borough,  and 
has  been  again  chosen  Senior  Bailie  for  a  third  term  of  three 

years. 

Aberdeen  Juniors. 
The  meetings  of  the  Junior  Association  of  Chemists  in 
the  Granite  City  this  session  have  been  unusually  successful. 
Commencing  on  October  23  with  a  presidential  address  by 
Mr.  R.  Leslie,  Ph.C,  weekly  meetings  have  been  held  since, 
last  week's  one  being  a  magazine  evening,  when  the  following 
four  papers  were  read  :— "  Window-dressing,"  "  The  Appren- 
tice Time  of  the  Druggist,"  "  How  I  passed  the  Minor,"  and 
':  Random  Thoughts  on  Cutting."  Mr.  Norman  Douglas 
was  the  editor.  This  week  Dr.  A.  T.  G.  Beveridge,  a  local 
medical  practitioner,  speaks  on  respiration,  and  next  week 
Mr.  T.  S.  Murray,  D.Sc,  will  lecture  on  "Glass."  The 
following  are  the  items  for  the  remainder  of  the  session  : — 

1896. 

Dec.  13.— Social  evening,  including  "  Over  the  Scottish  Alps  with  a 
Camera,"  by  Mr.  J.  Torter  (professional  photographer). 

1897. 

Jan.  8  —Dr.  C.  Eitchie  on  " Hypnotism,";- 
„  15.— Questions.  j 
.,  29.— Mr.  F.  J.  Hambly,  F.I.C ,  on"Soap-bnbbles." 

Feb.  5.— Mr.  J.  Wisnart  on  "  The. Domestic  Animals." 
,.  12.— Mr.  R.  Glegg  on  "  Sound!" 

Therewill  be  a  Cinderella  dance  on  February  19,  and  the 
following  week  will  provide  another  magazine.  The  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  on  March  5.    The  Association  has 


arranged  this  year  for  two  prizes  for  apprentices.  One  is 
Squire's  "  Companion,"  to  be  given  for  the  best  pharmaceu- 
tical work  done,  and  the  other  (Newth's  "  Chemistry  ")  for 
the  best  essay  on  a  subject  of  pharmaceutical,  interest. 

The  Kelso  Fatality. 

Although  we  stated  last  week  that  the  cause  of  Andrew 
Christie's  death  was  an  epileptic  seizure,  it  is  right  that  the 
statement  should  be  repeated,  as  reports  have  appeared 
stating  that  he  committed  suicide.  The  evidence  is  alto- 
gether to  the  contrary.  Christie  was  only  20  years  of  age, 
and  had  been  with  Mr.  Alexander,  chemist,  Kelso,  as  a 
junior  assistant  for  a  year.  He  lived  on  the  premises,  and 
was  found  dead  in  his  bed  in  the  morning.  He  was  fully 
dressed,  and  Dr.  Turnbull  suggested  that  after  he  had 
wound  up  his  watch  and  placed  it  under  his  pillow,  he  had 
fallen  across  the  bed  in  a  fit.  Then  asphyxia  ensued  through 
a  high  and  tight  collar  compressing  the  throat.  Christie 
was  a  native  of  Crieff,  and  there  his  parents  reside. 

Sir  Douglas  Maclagan's  Retirement. 

The  contemplated  retirement  of  Sir  Douglas  Maclagan, 
M.D..  from  the  chair  of  medical  jurisprudence  in  the  Edin- 
burgh University  is  expected  to  carry  with  it  his  resignation 
of  the  visitorship  to  the  pharmaceutical  examinations.  Sir 
Douglas  is  an  octogenarian,  and  has  been  relinquishing  his 
official  appointments  gradually.  He  is  practically  the  last 
survivor  of  those  who  took  an  active  interest  in  the  evening 
meetings  of  the  North  British  Branch  when  it  was  founded, 
shortly  after  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  started,  and  most 
of  his  early  investigations  were  in  pharmaceutical  chemistry. 
He  became  visitor  to  the  pharmaceutical  examinations  when 
the  late  Sir  Robert  Christison  retired,  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago,  and  it  is  probable  that  Professor  T.  R.  Fraser,  Sir 
Robert's  successor  in  the  materia  medica  chair,  will  take  Sir 
Douglas  Maclagan's  place  at  the  pharmaceutical  examina- 
tions. 

Dr.  David  Lees's  Testimonial. 

The  testimonial  will  be  presented  to  Dr.  Lees  at  a  supper, 
to  be  held  in  the  Bath  Hotel,  152  Bath  Street  Glasgow,  cn 
Wednesday,  December  16,  at  9  p.m.  Tickets,  bs.  each,  to  be 
bad  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Matthew  Gray,  223  Byres  Road, 
Dowanhill. 


(From  our  Parit  Correspondent.') 


Death  of  Dk.  Declat. — The  death  is  reported  from 
Nice  of  Dr.  Declat,  who  was  regarded  here  as  the  originator 
of  antiseptic  treatment  by  phenic  acid.  The  deceased  Doctor 
was  the  author  of  a  number  of  works  on  antiseptic  methods, 
and  was  well  known  in  Paris,  where  he  practised  for  many 
yfars.  Various  preparations  introduced  by  him  have  a 
popular  sale  in  France,  being  put  up  in  speciality  form  by 
MM.  Chassaing  &  Co. 

Mineral- water  Syndicate. — At  the  annual  banquet  of 
the  Syndicate  of  Pharmacists  of  the  Loire  and  the  Haute 
Loire,  held  a  short  time  ago,  the  President,  M.  Corompt, 
referred  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  Sale  of 
Mineral  Waters  which  the  syndicate  has  formed,  and  men- 
tioned that  they  had  commenced  business  with  the  "  Pasteur 
Source  "  at  Vals,  the  sale  of  which  is  reserved  to  pharma- 
cists belonging  to  the  Syndicate.  This  appears  to  be  an 
attempt  to  obtain  a  monopoly  for  the  sale  of  certain  mineral 
waters  by  pharmacists  as  a  means  of  maintaining  prices, 
and  seems  likely  to  be  successful,  although  a  syndicate 
formed  at  Lyons  some  time  ago,  on  somewhat  similar  lines, 
was  frustrated. 

A  Wealth  of  Names. — A  case  was  tried  here  a  few 
days  ago,  in  which  a  defendant  was  charged  with  obtaining 
6,000f.  from  a  gentleman,  with  the  professed  object  of 
establishing  a  factory  for  pharmaceutical  preparations  at 
AsnU'res.  He  applied  the  money  to  other  purposes,  and  his 
error  cost  him  two  years'  imprisonment.  The  case  in  itself 
offered  no  special  interest,  but  the  defendant's  names,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  list,  caused  some  amusement^  in 
Court :— Emmanuele,  Orazio,   Giovanni  de  Matta,  Luigi, 
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Maria,  Vincenzo,  Avellino,  Prince  of  Cassano,  son  of  Antonio 
Zanica,  Angelo,  Gaetano,  Alfonzo,  Filippo,  Guiseppe, 
Ferreri,  Francisco  Sales,  Vincenzo  de  Paolo,  Raffaale, 
Francisco  de  Giovanni,  Pasquale,  Gennero,  Andrea,  Lucio, 
Eocco,  Ludgardo,  Neri,  Duke  of  Castellina,  and  of  Luiza 
Riaro  Sfoiza, 

Auction  Sale  by  the  French  Government. — Auctions 
of  goods  no  longer  required  by  the  departments  of  State  are 
held  occasionally  in  Paris.  At  the  mo9t  recent  of  these  80 
sacchari meters  of  the  "  Soleil"  type,  which  cost  2B0f.  each, 
sold  at  30f.  each,  and  100  grammes  of  musk  in  1-gr.  vials 
bearing  the  label  of  the  Public  Works  department  were  sold 
at  If.  per  gramme.  Critics  are  now  asking  how  it  is  that  so 
many  "  Soleil  "  saccharimeters  which  are  still  useful  should 
be  practically  thrown  away,  because  Dubosc  saccharimeters 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Government,  and  they  also  want 
to  know  why  care  was  not  taken  to  obtain  the  best  quality 
of  musk  instead  of  the  inferior  and  adulterated  stuff  that 
was  sold  at  this  auction.  It  also  appears  that  no  trace  can 
be  found  as  to  what  department  the  goods  came  from,  and 
hints  are  thrown  out  not  at  all  complimentary  to  the  officials 
charged  with  the  buying  of  them. 

Serum  in  China. — A  young  doctor  attached  to  the  Pasteur 
Institute,  Paris,  has  just  returned  to  France  from  China  with 
news  of  cures  effected  by  serum  inoculation  in  cases  of 
plague.  According  to  the  Figaro  this  Dr.  Yersin,  who  is 
scarcely  30  years  of  age,  went  out  alone  to  China  and  there 
saved  the  lives  of  twenty-six  patients.  During  the  past  two 
years  Dr.  Yersin  has  been  working  at  Nha  Trang,  an  isolated 
town  near  Saigon,  studying  the  effect  of  vaccination  in  cases 
of  diphtheria  and  plague.  Being  convinced  at  the  end  of 
the  first  twelve  months  that  he  had  found  an  anti-plague 
serum,  he  returned  to  Paris  and  gave  the  result  of  his 
researches  to  the  Pasteur  Institute.  After  experimenting 
there  for  some  time  he  returned  to  China  and  went  to  Amoy, 
where  a  plague  epidemic  existed.  He  was  allowed  to  put 
up  a  laboratory  in  the  hospital  there,  and,  with  the  aid  of  an 
English  medical-man  and  Chinese  doctors,  succfeded  in 
saviDg  twenty  lives  in  a  little  over  eight  days.  Dr.  Yersin 
says  the  Chinese  Government  contemplate  establishing  a 
Pasteur  Institute  at  Canton,  and  he  expects  to  be  offered 
the  charge  of  it. 


f oveim  an£>  Colonial  flews. 


Quinine  in  Rinderpest. — " Large  doses  of  quinine"  is 
the  current  remedy  administered  in  Louisiana  to  animals 
afflicted  with  rinderpest,  or  charbon. 

The  Eight  Hours  Day  in  Russia. — According  to  the 
"  Rus9kja  Viedomosli,"  the  great  petroleum  firm  of  Berken- 
dorf  in  Baku  has  recently  introduced  the  eight-hours  day 
among  its  employes.  So  far  the  result  shows  that  the 
productivity  of  labour  has  been  increased  instead  of 
diminished  by  the  shortened  hours. 

The  Madras  Cream- op- malt  Case. — We  understand 
that  Messrs.  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co.,  pharmacists,  of  Madras, 
have  filed  a  suit  for  damages  against  Mr.  J.  H.  Webster,  who 
recently  prosecuted  them  for  cheating  in  connection  with  the 
"  substitution  "  of  a  bottle  of  "  Kepler  "  for  one  of  "  Cream  of 
malt."    The  damages  are  laid  at  25,000r. 

Discovery  op  Ichthyol. — Up  to  the  present  we  believe 
that  the  raw  material  for  ichthyol,  the  pharmaceutical  pro- 
duct distilled  from  fossilised  fish-remains,  has  just  been 
found  in  the  Tyrol.  Recently,  however,  another  ichthyol 
deposit  has  been  discovered  on  the  coast  of  the  Adriatic. 
The  bituminous  product  is  said  to  yield  on  an  average  18 
per  cent,  of  pure  ichthyol. 

The  Russian  Quicksilver- industry. — The  quantity  of 
quicksilver  exported  by  the  mines  of  the  firm  of  Auerbach  & 
Co.  at  Nikotovka,  in  the  government  of  Ekaterinoslav,  in  the 
course  of  last  year  amounted  to  10,706  bottles,  which  went  to 
various  European  countries,  China,  India,  and  to  the  Trans- 
vaal. For  consumption  in  Russia  itself  1,595  bottles  were 
sold.  The  output  is  steadily  increasing,  and  is  likely  to  be 
considerably  larger  this  year  than  last. 


The  Helmholtz  Memorial — For  some  considerable 
time  a  project  for  establishing  a  statue  to  Helmholtz  has 
been  under  discussion  in  Berlin.  So  far,  however,  no  satis- 
factory designs  have  been  received.  A  new  scheme  has  now 
been  thrown  open  to  competition,  in  which  the  deceased 
scientist  is  to  be  represented  standing,  attired  in  his  doctor's 
gown,  upon  a  plain  pedestal,  which  may  or  may  not  be 
decorated  in  bas-relief.  The  statue  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
lawn  facing  the  University  building. 

German  Activity  in  the  Far  East. — The  scheme  for 
sending  a  mercantile  mission  to  China  and  Japan  which  was 
recommended  to  the  Geiman  Government  in  the  summer  of 
last  year  by  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce  in 
Germany  is  now  to  be  carried  out.  The  money  has  been 
found  by  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  some  cf  the  Slate  Govern- 
ments and  a  large  number  of  Chambers  of  Commerce.  The 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Crefeld,  a  city  famed  for  its  silk 
industry,  will  add  to  the  commission  a  special  representative 
for  the  silk  business. 

The  Mexican  Pharmacopoeia. — The  third  edition  of  the 
Mexican  Pharmacopoeia  lately  published  under  the  title  of 
"  Nueva  farmacopea  mexicana  de  la  Socit'  dad  farmaceutico 
de  Mexico  "  contains  195  more  remedies  than  appeared  in 
the  last  edition  (1885).  The  first  part  contains  a  treatise  an 
weights  and  measures,  reagents,  volumetric  solutions,  &c. 
The  second  part  is  devoted  to  vegetable,  animal,  and  mineral 
natural  products.  The  two  remaining  parts  form  the 
Pharmacopoeia  proper,  the  first  section  treating  of  drugs  and 
chemicals  and  the  second  of  galenical  preparations. 

Flora  op  the  Russian  Empire. — The  Imperial  Natural 
History  Society  of  Russia  intend  to  publish  a  book  com- 
prising a  description  of  the  flora  of  the  entire  Rus- 
sian Empire.  For  the  present,  however,  only  European 
Russia,  exclusive  of  the  Caucasus,  is  to  be  taken  in  hand.  A 
special  Commission  has  been  appointed  which  will  shortly 
make  an  appeal  to  all  known  botanists  and  scientific  institu- 
tions to  assist  in  the  collection  of  the  materials.  Contributors 
will  not  be  paid,  but  they  will  each  receive  a  copy  of  the 
volume  in  consideration  of  their  trouble.  The  remaining 
oopies  will  be  sold  to  the  public. 

Commercial  Treaty  between  Germany  and  Japan — 
The  text  of  the  new  commercial  treaty  between  Gtrmany 
and  Japan  has  been  published  in  the  German  Imperial 
Gazette.  Germany  is  to  be  treated  on  the  "  most  favoured 
nation  "  basis  and  new  specific  duties  have  been  established 
on  certain  articles,  including :  quinine  8  per  cent,  ad  vol., 
paraffin  wax  5  per  cent.,  nitrate  of  soda  5  per  cent., 
bromine  salts,  chlorate  of  potash,  iodide  of  potash,  salicylic 
acid,  aniline  and  alizarine  dyes,  oil,  paints  and  indiarubber 
goods  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  As  the  United  KiDgdom 
enjoys  the  "most  favoured  nation"  clause,  British  exports  of 
such  goods  to  Japan  will  in  future  be  charged  the  new 
duty  if  that  should  be  lower  than  the  old  one. 

Projected  German  Sugar  Trust. — The  members  o£ 
the  Society  of  Sugar  Manufacturers  in  Germany  have  in- 
structed their  council  to  draw  up  a  scheme  for  the  formation 
of  a  great  sugar  ring,  and  it  is  said  that  in  spite  of  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  co-operation  among  more  than  400 
factories,  there  is  a  fair  prospect  that  the  scheme  will 
succeed.  The  principal  object  of  the  ring  would  be  of 
course  to  prevent  competition  among  members,  and  especially 
to  do  away  with  the  accumulation  of  supplies  which  takes 
place  regularly  at  the  commencement  of  each  season.  The 
quantity  of  sugar  to  be  offered  is  to  be  regulated  directly 
according  to  the  requirements  and  divided  j.ro  rata  among 
the  members.  A  similar  trust  has  existed  in  America  for 
many  years,  and  German  makers  in  their  present  disunited 
state  find  it  difficult  to  cope  with  their  American  competitors 
even  in  the  home  market  Among  Austrian  manufacturers  a 
similar  project  is  on  the  point  of  being  carried  into  practice. 
At  present  Germany  produces  1700,000  tons  of  sugar  every 
year,  which  is  3C0.000  tons  above  its  own  requirements. 

American  journals  announce  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
George  S.  Davis  from  the  management  of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  and  statements  more  or  less  sensational  are 
made  in  respect  to  the  cause  of  bis  retirement.  On  inquiry 
we  learn  that  Mr.  Davis  has  simply  arranged  for  a  six 
months'  holiday,  in  order  that  his  health,  which  has  not  been 
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good  lata!?,  may  be  thoroughly  restored.  Mr.  Davis  has 
lor  thirty  years  directed  trie  management  of  the  hags 
Detroit  business  awd  its  branches  with  aa  energy  somevhat 
phenomenal,  and  this  without  a  breakdown  until  the 
present.  Mr.  William  M.  Warren  has  been  appoint3d 
manager  of  the  business  until  the  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders in  January,  but  it  is  expected  that  by  that  time  Mr. 
Bavis  will  be  able  to  say  whether  he  will  resume  the 
management  or  not.  Even  now  he  is  consulting  manager, 
and  retains  his  interest  in  the  firm.  We  may  say  that  that 
interest  is  the  largest  of  all  the  stockholders',  and  has  not 
been  affected  by  Mr.  Davis's  experimental  farming  opera- 
tions, in  which  he  has  sunk  much  capital.  Mr.  Warrerj,  the 
temporary  manager,  has  been  with  the  firm  for  sixteen 
years,  and  haB  had  experience  in  most  of  its  department?, 
from  a  quite  subordinate  position  in  the  New  York  office  to 
his  present  charge,  for  which  Mr.  Davis  has  been  training 


Bustralasian  1Rew0, 


A  WE3TET3N  Australian  Fire. — Several  business-houses 
at  Kalgoorlie  (W.  Australia)  were  destroy ed  by  fire  on 
October  22.  Among  them  was  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  J.  L 
fcsiith.    The  total  damage  is  estimated  at  10,000/. 

"  No  Dog-Latin  foe  Me." — New  Zealand  still  maintains 
Itf)  reputation  as  the  Legislative  Experimental  Laboratory  of 
the  Empire  A  Pharmacy  Bill  is  now  wendiDg  its  way 
through  the  Parliament  of  the  Colony,  but  not  content  with 
trying  his  hand  upon  that  measure,  Mr.  Hogg,  the  Member 
fo:  Masteifon.  proposes  another  piece  of  medico-pharmaceu- 
tical legislation.  He  wants  to  prohibit  a  medical  man  from 
holding  apott  mortem  on  the  body  of  any  person  whom  he 
has  attended  shortly  before  or  at  the  time  of  the  death,  and 
hs  is  also  troubled  about  the  illegibility,  to  the  layman,  of 
medical  prescriptions.  Ha  therefore  demands  that  it  shall  be 
enacted  that  whenever  a  medical  practitioner  gives  a  written 
prescription,  he  shall  write  it  plainly  in  English  and  without 
abbreviations  or  symbols.  Fui  tber,  that  whenever  any  medical 
practitioner  or  chemist  dispenses  medicine  for  sale  he  shall 
affix  to  the  bottle  or  package  a  Ial<3l  setting  forih  his  own 
name,  and  also  clearly  stating  in  English,  and  without 
abbreviations  or  symbols,  the  name,  nature,  and  ingredients 
o-  the  medicine. 

South  AcstbaliAW  Olive  Oil — The  olive  oil  industry 
ia  South  Australia  is  growing  in  importance.  It  is  said  that 
the  fruit  was  introduced  into  the  colony  about  fifty  years 
age  by  Sir  Samuel  Davenport,  who  had  lived  in  France  in 
hie  youth  and  imported  plants  from  that  country.  A  com- 
pany was  termed  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  marketing 
locally-made  olive  oil.  The  business  afterwards  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Cleland,  formeily  manager  to  the 
company.  Mr,  Cleland  has  now  twelve  acres  of  olives,  and 
the  crops  from  these  and  Sir  Samuel  Davenport's  plantation 
form  the  season's  crashing.  The  fruit  from  seedlings 
atd  that  from  plants  propagated  from  truncheons  is 
naed.  The  oil  from  each  is  of  epaal  value,  but 
the  frnit  of  the  latter  is  larger,  giving,  of  course, 
a  much  better  yield  of  oil.  The  fruit  is  first  bruised, 
ace  then  finely  pulped.  Ring  mats  are  filled  wbh 
this  pulp,  and  placed  one  above  the  other,  and  when  the  pile 
ci:  mats  is  sufficiently  high  powerfal  lever-pressure  is  put  on, 
and  the  liquor  is  run  into  receivers  The  oil  which  rises  to 
the  top  is  skimmed  off.  and  after  being  filtered  is  run  into 
tl fined  iron  tanks,  and  forms  the  first-class  or  "  virgin  "  oil. 
The  contents  of  the  mats  aie  broken  in  another  crusher, 
sgain  put  into  mats,  steamed,  and  subjected  to  hydraulic 
pressure.  On  the  iiquor  thus  obtained,  rises  the  second 
quality  of  oil.  The  total  yield  of  oil  from  1  cwt.  of  fruit  is 
ab oat  two  gallons  In  a  favourable  year  the  crop  from  an 
acre  of  olives  is  from  three  to  four  tons.  The  market-price 
ia  from  51.  to  6;'  per  ton,  and  the  pickers  are  paid  about  2s.  6i. 
per  cwt. 

New  South  Wales  Drug-trade. — A  lengthy  and  in- 
teresting German  insular  report  on  the  trade  of  New  South 
Wales  states  that  the  principal  pharmaceutical  articles  im- 
ported into  the  colon 7,  in  addition  to  crude  drugs,  are  acetic, 
fectphuric,  and  tartaric  acids,  bicarbonate  of  soda,  caustic 


scda,  soda  ash  and  crystals,  cream  of  tartar,  glycerice> 
tinctures,  and  extracts.  The  value  of  the  importation  id 
1895  was  272,974/ ,  an  increase  of  8  upon  the  preceding 
year.  As  a  rule,  fine  drugs  and  chemicals  are  imported 
direct  from  Germany,  while  the  staple  articles  are  from 
Britain.  In  1895  GermaDy  supplied  drugs  to  the  value  of 
7,660/.,  acetic  acid  979/.,  tartaric  acid  1,315/.,  cream  or 
tartar  1,675/ ,  and  various  chemicals  2.019/.  These  figures 
show  that  the  direct  imports  from  Germany  are  still  very 
small,  for  the  total  value  of  importation  was  as  follows  :- 
Drugs,  138,572/. ;  cream  of  tartar,  26  107/. ;  alkalis,  25.073/. ; 
acids,  20,259/.  The  importation  of  paints  and  colouring 
materials  shows  a  considerable  decrease,  but  the  German 
share  therein  is  insignificant,  and  amounts  to  only  a  few  dry 
colours  and  common  brushes.  The  market  in  photographic 
materials,  especially  cameras  and  dry  p'ates,  is  entnely  in 
British  and  American  goods,  and  the  German  Consul  states 
that  for  the  present  it  would  seem  to  be-  hopeless  to  expect 
interference  with  this  trade,  especially  as  the  articles  now 
supplied  are  of  good  workmanship,  and  low  in  price.  On 
the  other  hand,  photographic  chemicals,  aibuminised  paper 
and  mounts  are  mostly  of  German  origin.  The  total  import 
of  photographic  articles  amounted  to  15,756/.  in  value,  of 
which  about  20  per  cent,  came  from  Germany. 

Sick  Benefit  Societies.— Mr.  Ludwig  Bruck,  Editor  of 
the  "  Australasian  Medical  Directory/'  in  a  pamphlet  written 
by  him  on  the  sick  benefit  societies  of  Australasia,  declares 
that  about  one-fourth  of  the  total  population  of  Australasia 
participates  in  cheap  medical  attendance  through  the 
medium  of  friendly  societies.  These  societies  employ  an 
aggregate  of  800  medical  men,  each  of  whom  has  an  average 
of  300  members,  or  1,200  persons.  Some  of  them — in 
Brisbane,  for  instance — have  to  look  after  a  constituency  of 
3,500  persons.  Mr.  Biuck  declares  that  no  medical  man  can 
give  proper  attention  to  more  tban  600  families,  and 
argues  that  lodges  are  simply  "  sweating "  the  prac- 
titioners. "  The  societies,''  he  says,  "  to  enable  tbem  to 
produce  a  favourable  balance-sheet,  not  only  engage  their 
medical  officers  at  starvation  rates,  but,  with  few  exceptions, 
also  buy  their  dings  in  the  cheapest  market.  .  .  .  Inferior 
dispensaries  are  not  in  the  habit  of  paying  the  prices 
demanded  for  first  quality  ;  the  psrest  drugs  are  not  dis- 
pensed, therefore  much  less  effect  can  be  expected  from  the 
doctors'  prescriptions.  The  result  is  tha1-,  though  there  is 
an  apparent  saving  in  the  expenditure  for  medical  attend- 
ance and  medicines,  the  affiliated  lodges  suffer  a  tenfold 
loss  indirectly  by  increased  sick  pay  and  foneral  allow- 
ances." Mr.  Bruck  estimates  that  out  of  every  five  deaths 
of  dub  patients  one  could  be  prevented  had  the  doctor  more 
time  and  the  dispenser  better  drugs. 


Botham — On  November  20,  Mr.  George  Botham,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Levenshulme,  Manchester.    Aged  56. 

Heslop — On  November  28,  at  Newcastle,  Mr.  Joseph 
Heslop,  manufacturing  chemist.  Aged  59.  For  thirty  five 
years  Mr.  Heslop  was  manager  of  the  Jarrow  Chemical 
Company,  and  when  the  works  were  taken  over  by  the 
United  Alkali  Company  (L'mited)  he  was  appointed  secre- 
tary. About  two  years  a<*o  Mr.  Heslop  had  a  stroke  of 
paralysis,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  recovered. 

Lund. — On  November  20,  Mr.  J.  R.  Lund,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Bradfoid.    Aged  53. 

Phillips.— On  November  20,  Mr.  James  Phillips,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Everton  Road,  Liverpool.    Aged  61. 

Prockter  -  On  November  19,  Mr.  Richard  Edgecumbe 
Prockter,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cheltenham.    Ageo  89. 

Savage — On  Sunday,  November  29,  at  Ellerslie,  Fresh- 
field  Road,  Brighton,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  William  Dawson 
Savage,  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  85  years. 

Sheppaed. — On  November  25,  at  Perzmce,  H.  George 
Sheppard.  Aged  22  years.  Deceased  had  been  in  the  employ 
of  Mr.  Keen,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Place,  Penzance, 
and  passed  the  Minor  examination  last  June.  He  died  after 
four  months'  illness. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain, 

COUNCIL  MEETING. 

SAVINS  an  hour's  talk  after  noon  regarding  local  secre- 
taries, there  was  little  in  Wednesday's  meeting  which 
was  not  formal,  and  as  we  have  other  matters  of  greater 
importance  to  take  up  oar  space  this  week,  we  have  cat  oar 
report  to  the  bone.  Messrs.  Johnston,  of  Aberdeen,  and 
Newsholme,  of  Sheffield,  were  the  only  absentees.  Mr. 
Walter  Hills  presided,  and  Mr.  John  Harrison  was  in  the 
vice-chair. 

The  President  mentioned,  feelingly  and  regretfully  the 
deaths  of  Messrs.  H.  A.  Thoma?,  Gulliver,  and  John  Wood- 
man, of  u!apton,  the  last  a  generous  supporter  of  the  Bene- 
volent Fund. 

The  Secretary  and  Registrar  repotted  that  Messrs. 
W.  G  McAll,  of  Edinburgh,  and  T.  W.  Edwards,  of  Leeds, 
have  declared  that  they  were  in  business  before  1833,  so  they 
have  been  registered  as  chemists  and  druggists. 

Examinations. 

Messrs.  W.  Arkinstall  (Cbiswick),  F.  Bascombe,  W.  M. 
Holmes,  E.  W.  Lucas,  G.  S.  Taylor,  A  &  Tanner  (West- 
minster), E.  White,  and  R.  Wright  (Buxton),  with  Pro- 
fessors P.  F.  Frankland  and  H  McLeod  (Chemistry)  and 
Professor  J.  R.  Green  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Seward  (Botany),  were 
appointed  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales.  For  Scotland, 
the  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  report  of  the 
North  British  Branch  meeting  were  elected.  Names  of  new 
members  are  given  in  italics. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  superintendents 
and  deputy-superintendents  of  written  examinations  :  — 


Centre 


Aberde=n    ..  ., 

Birmingham 

Brighton 

Bristol 

Cambridge 

Canterbury  . 

Cardiff 

Carlisle 

Carmarthen 

Carnarvon 

Cheltenham 

'Darlington 

Douglas,  I.  of  Man 

Dundee 

Edinburgh  . . 

dixeter 

Glasgow 

Guernsey 

■Hull  

Inverness 
Jersey 

Kirkwall  (Orkney) 

Lancaster 

Leeds 

Lincoln 

Liverpool 


London 
Manchester 
Newoasfcle-on-Tyne 
Northampton 
Norwich 
Nottingham 
■Oxford 
Penzance 
Peter  borough 
PlymoutU  .. 
Sheffield  .. 
-Shrewsbury 
Southampton 
York 


Superintendent 


Strachan.  Alexander  .. 
Thompson.  Charjes 
Gwatkin,  James  Ross  .. 
Keen  Benjamin  .. 
Deck,  Arthur  ,. 
Birjg,  Edwin 
Munday,  JoMi  .. 
Halla way,  John  . . 
Lloyd,  Walter  .. 
Jones,  John 
Barron,  WillHm. . 
liobiusoD,  J*mes 
Radcliffe,  John  Collister 
Hardie,  James  .. 
Stephenson,  John  B.  .. 
Lake.  John  Hiaton 
Ourrie,  William  Little .. 
Nickolls,  John  Bat ; 
Bell,  Charles  Bains 
Allan.  Alexand  r 
Cole,  George 
Stewart  Duncan 
Vince,  James 
.  Reynolds,  Richard 
Birkheck,  John  Thomas 
Smith,  John 

Taylor,  George  Spratt  . . 

Kemp,  Harry 
Clague,  Thomas  M. 
Bingley,  John 
Sutton,  Fram  is  . . 
Bolton.  Charles  A. 
Prior,  George  Thomas 
Svmons,  Netberton  H.  . . 
Heanlcv,  Marshall 
Hunt,  Freeman  W. 
Ward,  William 
Cross,  William  Go  wen  . . 
Dawson,  O.iver  Robeit.. 
Sowray,  Joseph  .. 


Deputy 


Clark,  James 
>  Grosser,  (frank  H. 
Savage.  William  W. 
Allen,  Benjamin 
K.iug,  George 
Amos,  Darnel 
Coleman,  Alfred 
Pattinson.  Michael  H. 
James,  Joshua 
Jones,  David 
Palmer.  Frank  Thomas 
Hutchinsnn,  Rev.  E. 
Young,  John 
Hardie,  James  Mdler 
Henry,  Claude  F. 
Milton,  Thomas  Clement 
Moir,  James 
De  la  Rue.  Frank  H. 
Itoakes,  Benjamin  M. 
Mac-Ritchie,  Da^id 
Baker,  John  Thomas 
Webster,  Rev.  David 
Atk!e,  Willi  m 
Branson.  Fredk.  W. 
Elmitt,  George 
Buck,  Anthony  S. 
J  Allen,  Charles  Bo  wen 
1  Moon,  Harry 
Swinn,  Charles 
Owen,  Alfred  Ernest 
Mayger,  William  David 
Corder,  Oftavius 
Wilford,  John 
Thurland,  Henry 
Buckett,  Alfred  Henry 
Saunders,  James  Edwin 
Woods,  Win.  Herbert 
Morrison,  Charles  Orr 
B  unt,  Thomas  Porter 
Spearing,  James 
Kendall,  Edward  B. 


FINANCE. 

The  statement  read  by  the  Secretary  may  be  summarised 
as  follows : — 

£    s.  d. 

General  Fund,  November  30  491   5  1 

Payments  now  required    1,672   1  0 

Benevolent  Fund,  balance   366   7  2 

Donation  Acco  ut   1,419   4  5 

Orphan  Account    80  14  9 


We  did  not  catch  the  receipts  on  the  General  Fund  account 
during  the  past  montb,  but  the  Benevolent  Fand  received 
about  £02.  only  in  subscriptions,  and  102.  10s.  as  a  donation. 
The  expenditure  on  the  General  Fund  account  include'* 
2382.  for  seven  years'  fire-ins  uranco  premiums,  which  will 
be  paid  in  January  before  the  Council  meets  again.  The 
Benevolent  Fund  will  also  pay  the  Orphan  Fatd  account 
352.  of  interest  on  a  loan  which  it.  has  from  ir.  In  moving 
the  adoption  of  the  repoit,  the  President  >aid  that,  the 
102.  10s.  subscription  was  from  Mr  Edward  Burden,  Duke 
Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  W.,  this  making  his  dotations 
amount  to  fifty  guineas. 

Benevolence. 
Five  cases  were  considered  by  the  committee,  one  of  them 
being  deferred.  Grants  of  52  each  were  given  to  three,  and 
102  to  the  fourth.  The  death  of  Mr.  Kemp,  an  annuitant, 
wa9  reported.  The  Vice-President  asked  anyone  who  has 
votes  for  the  approaching  election  to  the  London  Orphan 
Asylum,  Watford,  to  reserve  them  for  Elizabeth  Kiikby  (7), 
who  is  an  applicant.  She  is  the  second  of  four 
children  of  Robert  Kirkby,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Rims- 
bury,  Wilts,  who  died  suddenly  last  summer,  leaving  his 
widow  unprovided  for.  The  case  is  strongly  recom- 
mended by  looal  vicars  and  others,  and  as  Elizabeth 
is  not  eligible  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Orphan  Fund,  there  is 
all  the  more  reason  why  she  should  be  worked  for  by  phar- 
maceutical people.  [This  is  our  remark]  Mr  Harrison 
stated  that  he  was  too  sanguine  last  month  in  his  estimate 
of  how  the  fund  will  end  the  year.  Id  will  be  2602  short  if 
the  trade  does  not  shower  in  half-crowns,  crowns,  and 
sovereigns  before  Christmas.  Mr.  Atkins  reported  tha"; 
Mrs.  Powell,  who  was  au  annuitant  from  1883  died  on 
Monday.  He  told  how  this  old  lady  was  brought  to  poverty 
through  her  husband  losing  his  little  fortune  on  the  Black 
Friday  of  '66,  and  how  grateful  she  had  always  been  for 
the  help  which  the  Society  and  the  fund  gave  her.  Without 
that  help  she,  one  of  Nature's  gentlewomen,  would  have 
been  in  the  workhouse.  The  President  regretted  that  men 
did  not  see  their  way  to  give  a  little  to  the  fund  during 
their  lifetime,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  as  a  protection  to 
their  children  in  the  event  of  their  being  left  orphans.  We 
may  explain  that  the  Society's  Orphan  Fund  is  only  avail- 
able to  the  children  of  chemist  who  have  subscribed  to  the 
Society  or  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  for  three  years. 

The  only  item  in  the  library,  &3,,  report  which  need  be 
mentioned,  was  in  respect  to  the 

Burroughs  Scholarship, 
the  following  being  the  regulations  formulated  in  respect 
to  it : — 

The  Burroughs  Scholarship  is  offered  annually  in  July  to 
pharmaceutical  chemists  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
advanced  instruction  in  chemistry  and  pharmacy  with  a 
view  to  conducting  original  investieations  in  these  subjects. 

The  scholar  receives  the  sum  of  252  ,  and  is  provided,  free 
of  cost,  with  a  working-bench,  apparatus,  and  materials  in 
the  Rssearcb  Laboratory.  He  is  required  to  work  under  the 
supervision  of  the  professor  of  chemistry,  and  to  observe 
the  rales  and  regulations  of  the  Laboratory.  Thenomirja'ion 
of  the  scholar  is  made  bv  the  School  Committee  after  ascer- 
taining the  candidate's  fitness  by  means  of  an  examination 
in  chemistry  and  pharmacy,  or  in  %uch  other  manner  as  the 
committee  may  think  fit.  Tha  nomination  of  the  committee 
is  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Council,  who  eiects  the 
scholar. 

Applications  for  the  Burroughs  Scholarship  must  be  rent 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  not  later 
than  July  25  in  each  year. 

There  was  nothing  particular  said  about  this.  Mr.  Park, 
of  Plymouth,  wished  to  thatik  Mr.  E  N.  Butt  for  the  presets 
of  books  which  he  has  made  to  the  Association.  The 
members  seemed  to  wonder  at  this  interposition  ;  but  Mr. 
Park  explained  that  the  present  was  made  through  the 
committee. 

Thanks. 

The  Examiners  were  thanked  for  their  services  darirg 
the  past  3  ear.  Mr.  Storrar  thought  the  Council  should 
specially  thank  Professor  Gedces,  who  was  the  first  of  the 
professorial  examiners  to  retire.  Ihe  professor,  he  said, 
had,  by  lis  k'cdly  and  tactful  manrer,  done  much  to 
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relieve  the  friction  which  had  arisen  in  the  Scotch  Board 
when  the  new  departure  was  made.  He  also  thought  that 
it  was  a  compliment  to  the  Society  to  get  tte  Professor  of 
Botany  at  the  Edinburgh  University  to  succeed  Professor 
Geddes  as  Examiner.  Mr.  Cartbighb  added  the  weight  of 
his  opinion  to  Mr.  Storrar's  remarks  regarding  Professor 
Geddes,  and  the  President  also,  but  they  thougnt  a  special 
resolution  unnecessary. 

Local  Secretaries. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Hinde  was  appointed  local  secretary  for  Lowes- 
toft, and  Mr.  S.  A.  Sturton,  of  Goldhawk  Koad,  divisional 
secretary  for  Hammersmith. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Cross  submitted  the  following  motion  : — 

That  bavins?  regard  to  the  large  number  [ot  centres  from  which  no 
returns  were  received  at  the  recent  electiou  of  local  secretaries-', 
this  Council  instructs  the  General  Purposes  Committee  to  investi- 
gate the  circumstances  attending  that  election  and  also  to  con- 
sider and  report  generally  upon  the  duties  and  position  of  local 
secretaries,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to  strengthen  the  position  of 
the  Society  throughout  the  country. 

Speaking  to  it,  he  said  that  on  looking  inti  the  facts 
regarding  the  places  from  which  there  had  been  no  returns 
last  month,  he  found  that  of  the  45  centres  in  England,  10 
contained  only  one  member  each,  and  18  contained  only  two, 
while  some  of  the  others  were  so  close  to  the  metropolis 
that  the  members  might  think  they  were  well  enough  served 
from  LondoD.  As  to  the  16  non-returned  places  in  Scotland, 
7  had  one  member  and  6  had  two.  One  of  the  7  Welsh 
towns  not  returning  cards  seemed  to  have  neither  chemist  nor 
population  as  far  as  he  could  find  out.  While  admitting 
that  these  facts  put  a  different  complexion  on  the  matter, 
they  had  still  to  regret  that  a  number  of  large  towns  were 
very  apathetic.  In  proof  of  that,  he  mentioned  four  towns, 
one  of  7,000  population  containing  two  members  of  the 
Society  only,  one  of  11.000  withone.a  third  of  51,000  with  four, 
and  the  fourth  of  52,000  with  six.  The  worst  of  the  matter 
was  that  tbeir  own  members  were  quite  as  apathetic.  As  to 
the  remedies,  so  far  as  the  local  secretaries  are  concerned,  he 
suggested  that  some  of  the  smaller  centres  should  be  grouped 
together,  and  that  there  should  be  more  frequent  changes, 
so  as  to  exclude  the  descent  of  the  office  from  lather  to  son, 
as  in  his  own  case. 

Mr.  Storrar,  ia  seconding  the  motion,  said  that  indif- 
ference to  the  work  of  tbe  S  :ciety  accounted  for  a  great  deal 
of  tbe  apathy  in  regard  to  this  local  secretaries  matter.  He 
suggested  that  while  grouping  the  smaller  centres  they 
might  also  group  the  Secretaries,  getting  those  in  one  county 
to  work  hand  in  band  as  had  been  done  in  Scotland. 

Dr  Symes  would  have  preferred  the  Library  Committee 
to  take  the  matter  up  He  said  the  subject  had  often  come 
before  the  Council,  and  recalled  a  motion  of  his  own  made 
in  1877  with  the  object  of  gettiDg  tbe  local  secretaries  to 
report  annually  upon  education,  &c  ,  in  their  districts.  He 
did  not  expect  them  to  write  a  report,  but  to  answer  a  series 
of  questions,  and  he  thought  that  could  be  done  yet  with 
advantage. 

Mr.  Hamfson  said  the  crux  of  the  whole  matter  was  to 
get  an  increase  of  tbe  membership  of  the  Society.  Then 
they  would  have  no  difficulty  about  the  local  secretaries. 

Mr.  Young  did  not  see  that  the  motion  would  do  much 
good.  Not  only  did  the  Society  fail  to  attract  members  [it 
was  said  ("this  parenthetically)  that  they  only  had  a  tenth  of 
the  trade]  but  they  couM  not  say  that  the  members  whom 
they  had  took  an  interest  in  the  Society.  He  knew  per- 
fectly well  what  would  popularise  tbe  Society — viz  ,  that 
they  should  try  to  do  what  is  impossible. 

Mr.  Atkins  thought  the  Society  really  represented  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  trade  than  Mr.  Young  said,  upon 
which  the  President  was  just  heard  to  say,  "  We  are  not 
quite  tbe  submerged  tenth."  Continuing,  Mr.  Atkins  spoke 
generally  upon  Mr.  Cross's  comments,  wondering  what  the 
committf  e  could  do. 

Mr.  Allen  followed  much  in  the  same  lines,  suggesting 
a  slight  modification  in  the  motion  which  would  give  the 
committee  greater  scope. 

Mr.  Corder  held  that  the  well-being  of  the  Society  de- 
pends upon  the  local  secretaries,  and  said  that  many  of  them 
do  net  ask  for  subscriptions  to  the  Bsnevolent  Fand,  which 
they  would  get  for  the  asking. 


Mr.  Park  agreed  with  Mr.  Cross  that  occasional  change 
in  local  secretaries  would  do  good  if  a  system  could  be 
found  which  would  not  give  offence.  He  thought  that  the 
duties  of  local  secretaries  [referred  to  by  previous  speakers] 
were  not  well  understood.  Some  people  thought  that  local 
secretaries  should  be  the  Registrar  s  private  detectives. 

Mr.  Bottle  suggested  tnat  the  provincial  members  of 
Council  should  call  upon  the  secretaries  in  their  district,  and 
so  help  good  feeling. 

Mr.  Martindale  agreed  with  the  suggestion  that  the 
areas  should  be  increased. 

The  President  was  ^pleased  with  Mr.  Bottle's  idea, 
adding  that  the  provincial  members  could  also  help  by 
attending  tbe  meetings  at  which  the  motion  was  discussed. 

Mr.  Crojs  then  replied,  and  the  motion  with  alterations 
suggested  by  Mr.  Allen  and  the  President,  was  agreed  to 
nem.  con.,  this  bringing  the  public  business  of  the  day  to  a 
close. 


NORTH   BRITISH  BRANCH. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  November  26.  Mr.  J. 
Laidlaw  E  wing  (Chairman)  presided,  and  there  was  a  full 
attendance.  The  Chairman  reported  the  presentation  to 
Mr.  Carttiighe  at  Liverpool  of  an  engrossed  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  last  meeting  dealing  with  his  retirement  from 
tbe  presidency. 

The  Museum. 

Mr.  Hill  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  on  October  29,  in  which  it  was  reported 
that  Dr.  P.  A.  Young,  Treasurer  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians, had  informed  the  Chairman  that  the  details  of  the 
transfer  of  their  materia-medica  museum  would  be  finally 
completed  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  November.  The 
Chairman  explained  that  for  financial  reasons  it  was 
deemed  inadvisable  to  at  once  place  the  collection  in  its 
permanent  position,  and  it  was  proposed  to  put  the  speci- 
mens in  the  old  laboratory  temporarily,  so  as  to  ba  available 
for  study.  Mr.  Hill  further  reported  that  subscriptions 
amounting  to  2.11.  had  been  promised  for  the  purchase  of" 
the  Scoresby -Jackson  Museum  from  Mrs.  T.  A.  G.  Balfour. 

Nomination  of  Examiners  for  1897. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  the  two  members  who 
retire  from  the  Examining  Board  this  year  were  Mr.  Boa 
and  Mr.  Jack.  Professor  Geddes  bad  also  resigned,  as  he 
had  started  on  a  tour  in  the  Mediterranean  in  November,  and 
was  doubtful  whether  he  would  return  in  time  for  the  Janu- 
ary examinations.  The  Chairman  expressed  regret  that  Pro- 
fessor Geddes  had  had  to  resign,  and  explained  what  had 
been  done  to  secure  a  successor.  The  report  of  the  sub- 
committee recommending  nominations  was  read.  In  the 
course  of  a  discussion  it  was  suggested  that  they  should 
follow  the  method  which  obtained  in  the  Universities  of 
advertising  for  examiners.  One  member  advocated  that 
procedure  on  the  ground  that  it  would  enable  those  who 
had  qualifications  to  make  application  who  might  not  other- 
wise care  to  do  so.  It  was  suggested  that  that  might  lead 
to  canvassing,  and  one  member  said  there  was  canvassing  at 
present.  The  Committee,  however,  refused  to  allow  such 
a  statement  to  be  made  without  contradiction.  One- 
member  advocated  that  those  put  forward  for  nomina- 
tion as  examiners  should  be  ascertained  not  only 
to  have  passed  certain  examinations  or  gained  certain 
honours,  but  that  they  had  followed  out  their  studies,  and 
were  thus  competent  for  examination-work  While  he  had 
nothing  to  say  against  past  Examination  Boards,  he  was  in 
favour  of  the  appointment  to  the  position  year  by  year  of 
i  younger  members  of  tbe  profession.  He  deprecated  the 
appointment  of  a  large  number  of  new  men  at  one  time.  It 
was  further  suggested  that  a  reserve-list  should  be  made  up 
during  the  year  from  which  nominations  might  be  made. 
An  old  member  of  tbe  Executive  said  he  bad  heard  similar 
discussions  on  this  subject  year  after  year,  and  however  bad 
the  system  of  nomination  might  be,  they  had  always  been 
able  to  get  together  a  strong  and  efficient  Board  of  Examiners. 
[The  omission  of  the  names  of  the  speakers  is  due  to  the 
I  fact  that  the  discussion  took  place  in  committee,  and  our 
j  reporter's  notes  had  to  be  submitted  to  the  Assistant-Secre- 
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tary  before  transmission.— Ed.  C.  ef  -°  ]  Ultimately  the 
recommendation  of  the  sub-committee  was  adopted  and  the 
following  resolution  was  canied  : — 

That  Isaac  Bayley  Balfour  (Regius  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh),  John  Gibson  (Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
Heriot-Watt  College,  Edinburgh),  Alexander  Davidson,  Montrose 
James  Laidlaw  Ewmg,  Edinburgh,  Jonathan  I  ones  Fra=er,  Edin- 
burgh, Thomas  Maben,  Hawick,  John  Nesbit,  Portobello,  and  John 
William  Sutherland,  Dumfries,  be  nominated  for  election  to  the 
Council  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland  for 
the  year  1897. 

The  new  members  of  the  Board  for  this  year  are  Professor 
Bayley  Balfour,  Mr.  Maben,  and  Mr.  Davidson. 
The  Chairman  and  Mr.  Davidson  returned  thanks. 

Colourless  Absenic. 

Mr.  Mitchell  (Inverness)  asked  if  it  was  an  infringement 
of  the  Arsenic  Act  to  sell  Kernej's  rat-poison,  which  con- 
tained about  50  per  cent,  of  white  arsenic,  and  was  mixed 
with  wheaten  flour,  so  that  it  was  a  colourless  preparation  ? 
Mr.  Hill  said  if  it  was  a  colourless  preparation  it  was 
certainly  a  contravention  of  the  Arsenic  Act  to  sell  it.  Mr. 
McLaren  said  the  provisions  of  the  Arsenic  Act  were  more 
observed  in  the  breach  than  the  observance.  Several 
members  denied  that.  The  question  was  also  raised  as  to 
whether  the  hydrochloric  solution  of  arsenic  came  under  the 
definition  of  the  Arsenic  Act.  Mr.  Hill  replied  that  it  did, 
as  it  was  a  colourless  preparation  of  arsenic,  but  Fowler's 
solution  did  not  come  under  the  Act.  [The  reoly  is  not  quite 
correct.    See  C.  $  D.  Diary  under  "  Sdle  of  Poisons." — Ed.] 

Company  Pharmacy. 

Mr  C.  F.  Henry  asked  the  members  of  Council  present  if 
anything  had  been  done  by  the  Council,  or  was  contem- 
plated, with  regard  to  the  assumption  of  titles  by  limited 
liability  companies. 

Mr.  Storear  said,  generally,  that  the  subject  of  the 
practising  of  pharmacy  by  companies  had  been  considered 
by  the  Council,  and  they  had  also  had  under  consideration 
the  question  of  one-man  companies.  They  would  have  seen, 
from  the  decision  in  the  Salomon  case,  that  the  House  of 
Lords  had  declared  that  these  one-man  companies  could  not 
be  legally  interfered  with,  and  that  would  give  a  great 
impetus  to  the  effort  to  amend  the  Companies  Acts. 

This  was  all  the  business. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  bvsinesses,  art 
inserted  in  this  section,  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  S.  A.  Pebkins,  Torpoint,  Devocport;,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  Codd,  the  Galen  Pharmacy, 
Cumberland  Street,  Devonpcrt. 

Mr.  George  Coverdale,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  York, 
is  starting  a  second  branch  store  in  P.otherham — viz.,  at  5 
High  Street.    The  first  one  is  in  Church  Street. 

Winton's  Drug  Company  have  taken  the  large  shop  66 
High  Street,  South  Norwood,  which  they  are  fitting  up  very 
handsomely  as  a  drug-store.  It  will  be  opened  in  about  ten 
days. 

The  British-American  Bill-Nozzle  Company  have  re- 
moved from  Oxford  Street,  W.,  to  central  and  commodious 
premises  at  3  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C.,  just  opposite  the 
Chemists'  Club. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Williams  (from  Jewsbury  &  Brown's)  ha3 
purchased  the  business  at  131  Embden  Street,  Hulme,  Man- 
chester, which  was  established  many  years  ago  by  the  late 
Mr.  James  Hart. 

Mr.  Robert  Wright,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Buxton, 
has  purchased  the  old-established  pharmacy  formerly  carried 
on  at  5  Devonshire  Colonnade,  Buxton,  by  Mr.  A.  Barnett,  and 
lately  by  Mr.  F.  Crossley. 


Cbc  judical  Jarlianifiit, 


MUCH  of  the  time  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  which 
has  been  in  session  this  week  and  last,  and  the  earlier 
proceedings  at  which  were  reported  in  our  last  issue,  was 
occupied  by  the  consideration  of  cases  of  alleged 

"Infamous"  Conduct, 

wherein  doctors  were  accused  of  authorising  and  covering 
unqualified  assistants.  Messrs.  W.  A.  Hewitsonand  A.  A.  D. 
Parker,  medical  practitioners,  of  Hetton-le-Hole,  Durham, 
brought  complaints  against  two  of  their  fellow- practitioners 
in  the  same  place,  where,  it  appears,  there  are  five  medical 
men,  two  of  whom  employ  no  assistants  at  all.  In  the  first 
case,  Mr.  James  Adamson,  L.R.C.S.  Edin.,  M.D.  Glasgow, 
was  said  to  do  nearly  all  his  work  by  deputy,  leaving  two 
unqualified  assistants  in  sole  charge  for  weeks  together,  and 
allowing  them  to  sign  death-certificates.  Dr.  Adamson, 
who  has  been  in  practice  between  twenty-seven  and  twenty- 
eight  years,  and  who  fills  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  at  Hetton,  of  President  of  the  Medical  Association  of 
Northumberland,  and  other  important  positions  with,  as  his 
colleagues  declaie,  much  ability,  was  backed  by  testimonials 
from  the  leading  residents  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  from 
seventy-three  medical  men  in  Northumberland,  who  testified 
to  their  esteem  for  him,  and  to  their  conviction  that  he 
would  not  offend  even  inspirit  the  terms  of  the  Medical  Act. 
It  seemed  that  Dr.  Adamson  employed  but  one  unqualified 
assistant,  who  was  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  him- 
self and  two  qualified  assistants.    Mr.  Moody  M.  Birch, 


De.  James  Adamson.     Mr.  0.  II.  Sanders.      Mr.  Bees  Davies. 


however,  the  individual  referred  to,  was  51  years  of  age, 
had  acquired  considerable  experience,  was  extremely  popular, 
and  had  fallen  into  the  habit  of  attending  unimportant  cases, 
though  he  was  never  represented  as  a  qualified  man.  He 
did  not  sign  death  certificates,  but  he  had,  unknown  to  Dr. 
Adamson,  given  to  the  Registrar  written  opinions  or  notifica- 
tions of  the  cause  of  death  ;  these  were,  however,  never  on 
the  official  forms.  These  documents— Mr.  Bucknill,  his 
counsel,  stated — had  been  fished  up  by  the  complainants. 
Dr.  Adamson  did  not  blink  the  fact  that  he  had  been  to  a 
certain  extent  blameworthy,  and  had  allowed  Mr.  Birch 
undue  latitude,  and  he  apologised  for  his  carelessness,  Mr. 
Birch  had  been  dismissed.  Counsel  feelingly  alluded  to 
other  troubles  Dr.  Adamson  had  encountered,  to  his  bad 
health,  and  to  the  bitterness  with  which  he  felt  his  position 
in  beics;  arraigned  before  that  august  assemblage.  Dr. 
Adamson  had  two  or  three  questions  only  addresed  to  him, 
his  worn  countenance  and  the  manner,  at  once  candid  and 
respectful,  in  which  his  answers  were  given,  bearing  out  his 
counsel's  remarks  ;  and,  after  the  case  had  been  considered 
in  camera,  a  motion  was  pot  and  negatived,  that  Dr. 
Adamson's  name  be  erased  from  the  register,  whereupon  he 
had  to  listen  to  an  expression  of  the  feelings  of  the  Council 
upon  the  matter,  which  seemed  a  trifle  superfluous. 

Playing  the  Organ  as  an  Advertisement. 

Mr.  John  Spencer,  who  holds  the  Scotch  Triple  qualification, 
and  has  a  large  practice  at  Hetton,  was  also  charged,  on 
the  information  of  Messrs.  Hewitson  and  Parker,  with 
covering  two  unqualified  assistants  named  Flockton  and 
Cumming.    Besides  being  unqualified,  one  of  them  was 
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guilty  of  the  enormity  of  playing  the  organ  in  a  chape', 
&c ,  which  the  complainants  thought  an  advertisement  for 
his  employer,  in  that  he  was  thus  "doing  the  religious  part 
of  the  business  for  him,"  though  it  wa9  admitted  that  he 
was  not  "  unqualified  "  as  far  a3  his  musical  abilities  went. 
The  assistants  were  alleged  to  have  signed  death  certificates, 
and  Mr.  Spencer  explained,  in  the  course  of  a  rather  able 
defence,  that  in  the  colliery  districts  id  is  customary  to  hand 
relatives  of  the  deceased  an  informal  notification  of  death 
to  give  to  the  Registrar  so  as  to  enable  them  to  get  the  club 
money  for  funeral  expenses.  It  was  thia  that  the  assistant 
had  done.  Mr.  Spencer  was  sharply  cross-examined  as  to 
these  papers,  and  it  3eemed  that  so  loose  is  the  state  of 
things  obtaining,  that  a  man  may  sign  these  notifications 
"from  information  received''  without  even  seeing  the 
patient,  and,  moreover,  that  the  official  accepts  them  in  lieu 
of  the  formal  certificate  and  makes  up  his  register  accord- 
ingly. The  Council  were  also  shocked  to  learn  that  the 
assistant  was  allowed  to  attend  confinements.  It  was 
further  observed  that  Mr.  Flockton  was  called  "  Dr."  by  the 


poor,  and  that  they  must, 
therefore,  have  taken  bim 
to  be  a  qualified  practi- 
tioner ;  but  to  this  Mr. 
Spencer  demurred,  and  the 
Council  were  reminded 
that  even  a  cbemist  some- 
times receives  this  hono- 
rary distinction  from  those 
for  whom  he  compounds. 
Indeed,  in  another  case 
the  same  day  the  Council 
themselves  were  brought 
to  book  by  Sir  Dyce  Duck- 
worth for  bestowing  the 
title  upon  two  gentlemen 


Jacking  the  physician's  degree.  Mr.  Spencer  ttated  that  Mr. 
Parker  (one  of  the  accuser.-)  had  behaved  towards  him  for 
some  time  in  a  wholly  unjustifiable  manner,  ou  one  occasion 
makirg  use  of  excited  language  and  taking  the  unpro- 
fessional coarse  of  smashing  his  brother  medico's  window. 
Counsel  (Mr.  Bruce  Williamson)  als)  pointed  out  that  these 
.gentlemen  had  said  all  sorts  of  thiegs  in  their  letter,  from 
which  they  had  withdrawn,  and  had  not  come  there  to 
submit  themselves  to  cross-examination.  Ultimately  the 
President  said  the  Council  believed  Mr.  Spencer  acted 
through  inadvertence,  and,  ai  he  apologised  and  promised 
that  it  should  not  occur  again,  they  adopted  the  same  course 
as  in  Dr.  Adamson's  case. 

The  Law  as  to  Death  Certificates. 

This  decision,  luwever,  did  not  affect  the  remarkable 
state  of  things  brought  to  light  vnth  regard  to  death  certifi- 
cates, and  Mr.  Teale  urged  the  advisability  of  the  Council 
making  a  distinct  pronouncement  on  this  subject,  which 
they  agreed  to  by  passing  a  motion  calling  the  attention  of 
tbe  Registrar  General  to  the  way  that  death  registration  is 
done  at  Hetton  ;  and  they  also  agreed  to  ask  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  receive  a  deputation  from  the  Council 
showing  the  necessity  for  an  alteration  in  the  law — a  quite 
opportune  motion,  as  Sir  Walter  Foster,  who  ought  to  know, 
says  there  is  a  Bill  on  the  subject  pigeosj  holed  at  Whitehall 
ju9t  now  Dr.  Heron  Watsoa  then  wanted  to  know  how 
Scotland  stood  in  regard  to  this ;  and  the  Council  were  in 
danger  of  straying  from  the  question  into  a  legal  fog  when 
they  were  brought  back  by  Dr.  Glover's  reminder,  received 
with  a  good  deal  of  laughter,  that  they  were  discussing  a 
most  grave  subject. 

A  Dentist  Advised  to  be  Careful, 

Mr.  Clement  H.  Sanders,  an  Exeler  dettist,  who  had  been 
found  guilty  at  the  Juoe  meeting  of  leaving  an  unqualified 
assistant  named  Miiller  in  c  iarge,  appeared  to  satisfy  the 
Council  that  he  had  complied  with  the  directions  then  given. 
Mr.  Sanders  gave  his  assurances  in  a  dibonnaire  manner  that 
he  now  employed  a  qualified  gentleman,  and  had  unquilified 
helpers  only  as  mechanics.  The  ounsel  for  the  British 
Dental  Association,  the  complainants,  expressed  himself 
satisfied  on  their  behalf,  so  long  as  there  was  no  riding 
off  on  the  terms  "operating  and  mechanical,"  as,  for 
instancs,  to  call  a  stopping  wnh  gold  "  operating  "  and  a 


stopping  with  vulcanite  "mechanical."  This  seemed  to 
awaken  the  suspicions  of  the  Council.  Dr.  Heron  Watson 
demanded  whether  Mr  Sanders  always  employed  a  qualified 
medical  man  in  the  administration  of  ar<  aesthetics,  and  Dr. 
Thome  Thorne  whether  he  allowed  an  unqualified  assistant 
to  see  a  patient  in  a  professional  manner  Mr.  Sanders 
again  gave  his  assurances,  but  it  was  thought  necessary  to 
consider  the  matter  farther  in  camera,  and  fica'ly  Mr. 
Sanders  was  told  that,  though  his  conduct  was  not  "in- 
famous," he  must  be  easeful. 

Welsh  Colliers  and  their  Doctors. 
Mr.  F.  I.  Maunsell,  L  B  C.S.I ,  of  Tir  Phil,  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Council  the  fact  that  two  unqualified  assistants 
were  employed  by  Mr.  Rees  T.  E.  Davies,  M  R  C  S.  Eng., 
L.R  CP.  Edin.,  L.8.1.  Lond  ,  of  New  Tredegar.  Both  gentle- 
men are  medical  pactitioners,  and  though  one  lives  in 
Monmouth  and  the  other  in  Glamorgan,  separated  by  the 
river  which  Shakespearian  students  are  aware  exists  in 
Monmouth,  their  residences  are  only  some  hundred  yards 
apart.  Accuser  and  accused  conducted  their  own  cases,  and 
the  contrast  between  the  bluff  straightforward  style  of  tbe 
sturdy  (though  very  nervous)  Welshman  and  the  manner  of 
his  rival,  from  whom  it  was.  several  times,  very  difficult 
to  obtain  a  plain  answer,  told.  Mr.  Maunsell  explained 
about  two  unqualified  assistants  whom  he  took  over  with  the 
practice  of  his  predecessor,  whose  widow  he  married,  and 
Mr.  Davies  also  explained  his  ca;e.  It  appears  in  these 
rough  colliery  regions  there  are  neither  hospitals  nor  nurses, 
and  almost  the  whole  of  the  doctors'  work  is  club- work,  con- 
trolled more  or  less  by  club  committees.  Smart  young 
medicos,  fresh  from  the  hospitals,  do  not  care  for  the  work  or 
the  society  for  long,  only  staung  a  few  months,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  get  a  qualified  man  who  speaks  Welsh,  while 
English  is  not  invariably  familiar  to  the  natives.  The 
people,  for  their  part,  like  a  homely  and  humble  person,  who 
will  take  a  turn  at  nursing  or  pouHice-mabing  if  needful ; 
and  it  was  simply  because  unqualified  persons  were  more 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  said  Mr.  Davie?,  that  tbey  were 
ergaged.  Some  of  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Maunsell  was 
objected  to  as  bringing  fresh  charges,  against  wbich  Mr. 
Davies  hsd  bad  no  opportunity  of  defending  himself,  and 
finally  the  Council  declined  to  hear  some  remarks  which  he 
wished  to  offer.  After  consultation,  the  Council  found  the 
case  Droved,  sentence  to  be  deferred  until  May,  conditional  on 
Mr.  Davies  not  emplojing  unqualified  assistants  in  future, 
and  making  it  clear  to  his  people  that  harsh  measures  would 
be  taken  by  tbe  Council  if  he  did  so.  Mr.  Davies  a^ked  if  he 
could  retain  them  as  dispensers,  but  a  chorus  of  "  No's"  and 
"Ob's"  infotmed  him  that  this  would  not  be  tolerated. 

A  Music  hall  Demonstration. 

A  case  of  a  livelier  description  is  promised  for  tbe  Council 
meeting  in  May,  should  Mr.  William  Robert  Nu'tall  Maloney, 
M.R  C.S.  Eng.,  appear,  as  he  is  to  be  directed  to  dc,  in 
answer  to  the  charge  against  him.  A  letter  had  bean  re- 
ceived from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeors,  stating  that  Mr. 
Maloney's  name  had  been  removed  from  the  list  of  members 
of  the  College,  "inasmuch  as  he  has  failed  to  mike  the 
statutory  declaration,  and  now  admits  responsibility  for  the 
actions  attributed  to  him,  and  as  he  ha9  further  aggravated 
his  offence  by  continuing  to  issue  advertisements  and  adopt 
modes  of  practice  held  by  thi3  Council  to  be  disgraceful  in  a 
professional  respect."  It  appears  that  Mr.  Maloney  was  heard 
of  soma  little  time  ago  in  India,  where  he  was  on  a  '  star- 
ring" tour,  advertising  his  cures  and  his  movements  in  what 
is  deemed  to  be  a  highly  unprofessional  manner.  He  was 
then  reported  from  Belfast,  and  next,  apparently,  took  his 
"show  "  round  to  Edinburgh,  where  Sir  William  Turner  was 
able  to  obtain  personal  knowledge  of  it.  to  herald  his 
coming,  this  enterprising  gentleman  absorbed  one  side  of  the 
newspaper  in  advertisement  (to  the  consequent  diminution 
of  the  news,  as  Sir  William  parenthetically  remarked),  and 
took  the  music-hall  for  his  consulting-rooms,  receiving,  Sir 
William  understood — for  he  was  not  present  -an  extremely 
warm  greeting  from  the  Edinburgh  medical  student?.  Mr. 
Maloney  still  holds  a  qualification  from  the  Apothecaries' 
Society,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  Council  could  not 
remove  his  name  from  the  register,  but  might  take  away  the 
M.R.C.S.  from  it  and  allow  the  Penal  Cases  Committee  to 
inquire  in'o  the  case  further. 
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The  Apothecaries'  Hall  op  Ireland. 
The  following  motion  was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  C.  K.  C. 
Tichborne,  and  seconded  by  Sir  John  Banks: — 

That  the  application  contained  in  tit?  memoriil  o£  November  5,  pre- 
sented by  the  Apothecaries'  Hill  of  Ireland  to  the  Mjdical  Council 
that  the  Council  should  appoint  assistint  eximiners  in  medicine 
and  surgery,  be  agreed  to. 

The  discussion  resulted  in  the  passing  of  an  amendment, 
proposed  by  Dr.  MacAlister,  seconded  by  Mr.  Teale,  viz. : — 

That  the  Council,  having  given  its  best  consideration  to  the  suggestions 
emanating  from  right  honourable  members  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  to  the  application  of  the  Apothecaries' Hall  of  Dublin,  based 
thereupon— namely,  that  the  Council  should  appoint  examiners  in 
medicine  and  surgery  to  a;sist  at  the  qualifying  examinations 
held  by  that  corporation— declines  to  accede  to  the  application. 

Mr.  Victor  Horsley  Wrong  this  Time. 
On  Saturday  the  Council  was  much  upset,  for  Mr.  Walter 
Rivington,  of  Wimpole  Street,  W  ,  one  of  the  candidates  for 
the  Council,  called  their  attention  to  an  elec  ion  po-t:ard 
which  Mr  Victor  Horsley  had  issued,  oa  which  it  was 
stated,  "  Plumping  is  not  permitted."  Mr.  Rivington's 
name  did  not  happen  to  be  on  the  card,  and  he  considered 
that  the  "  unauthorised  and  misleading  statement "  would 
seriously  affect  the  interests  of  candidates  not  named  upon 
it.  The  grave  character  of  Mr.  Horsley's  conduct  was 
reflected  in  the  order  for  strangers  to  withdraw,  and  when 
they  came  back  the  Council  resolved  : — 

That  Mr.  Rivington  and  Mr.  Victor  Horsley  be  informed  that  the 
Council  can  take  no  steps  in  the  mitterof  the  complaint,  but  must 
leave  it  to  candHates  to  correct  the  erroneous  impression  which 
may  have  been  conveyed  by  the  document  referred  to. 
Mr.  Horsley  has  since  written  to  the  Tines  to  explain  that 
he  had  used  the  term  "  plumping"  in  a  way  in  wbich  it  had 
been  used  by  the  Council  itself — namely,  the  accumulation 
of  the  three  votes  which  each  voter  may  give  on  one  candi- 
date.   This,  we  may  inform  Mr.  Horsley  and  the  Council,  is 
known  as  cumulative  voting,  and  not  as  plumping. 

Restored. 

ActiDg  upon  a  report  of  the  Penal  Cases  Committee,  it 
was  agreed  : — 

That  the  nimes  of  George  Davidson  and  Neville  Holland  be  restored  to 
the  Medical  Register. 

A  Doctor's  Grievance. 

Dr.  Glover  brought  to  the  fore  the  grievance  of  a  Mr.  R. 
B.  Anderson,  F  R.C.S  ,  late  of  Tobago,  Trinidad,  with  an 
appeal  that  the  Government  should  be  memorialised  with 
respect  to  the  miscarriage  of  justice  in  his  case ;  but  Sir 
William  Turner  stated  that  they  had  already  the  opinion  of 
their  legal  adviser  that  the  subject  was  wholly  outside  the 
functions  of  the  Council,  and  only  two  hands  were  held  up 
for  the  motion. 

The  Pharmacopeia. 

On  the  report  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  (see  page 
787)  being  read,  the  President  assured  the  Council  that  the 
utmost  possible  pains  were  being  taken  bo  secure  complete 
accuracy  in  the  work,  a9  far  as  that  could  be  done,  and  to 
bring  it  down  to  the  Ja'.est  date ;  and  they  must  be  prepared 
for  a  considerable  expense,  which  he  believed  would  be  fully 
justified  by  the  results.  The  report  was  carried  without 
discussion. 

The  New  Premises. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  with  respect  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Council's  premises,  stated  that  the  original 
sum  named  was  16.953Z  The  rebuilding  of  the  Council-room 
had  taken  3,000/ ,  and  it  bad  been  found  that  the  drainage 
of  the  p'ace  was  so  bad  that  it  had  to  be  reconstructed. 
This  swa'lowed  another  l.OOOZ.,  and  altogether  the  sum  total 
stood  a'.  21.229Z.  The  committee  recommended  the  purchase 
of  the  remainder  of  the  lease  (nine  years)  of  the  Hanover 
Square  premises,  so  as  to  make  the  property  wholly  the 
Council's  own.    The  report  was  adopted. 

Shorthand  for  Doctors. 

The  report  of  the  Education  Committee  on  the  proposed 
introduction  of  phonography  aa  a  voluntary  subject  in 


examination  was  read,  and  an  interesting  discussion  ensued 
in  which  the  balance  of  opinion  was  distinctly  in  favour  of 
the  view  that  shorthand  is  a  dangerous  accomplishment  for 
medical  students,  because  they  might  race  away  after  every 
word  that  fell  from  a  lecturer's  lips  and  miss  the  sense  and 
meaning.  Ultimately  it  was  agreed  on  the  motion  of  Dr. 
Tuke— 

That  the  following  note  be  appended  to  the  Regulations  under  the 
heading  («)  English  language,  including  Grammar  and  Composi- 
tion : — "  Marks  not  exceeling  5  per  cent,  of  the  t  Jtal  marks  obtain- 
able in  this  section  of  the  examination  may  be  assigned  to  candi- 
dates who  show  a  competent  knowledge  of  shorthand." 

Medical  Students'  Examinations. 

The  greater  portion  of  Monday  afternoon  was  occupied  by 
the  consideration  of  the  Examination  Commiltee's  report  on 
a  motion  regarding  the  accumulation  of  examinations,  read 
by  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  and  an  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Teale.  There  seemed  to  be  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
that  examinations  have  become  too  numerous  and  too  much 
split  up,  so  that  crams  and  parses  have  taken  the  place  of 
scudy  and  knowledge,  and  students  are  so  lorjg  preparing  for 
examinations  that  they  have  no  time  to  leain.  The  effect 
of  the  discussion  upon  the  report  was  to  refer  the  whole 
matter  back  to  the  committee  again,  and  the  result  may  be 
that  there  will  be  a  complete  revolution  in  medical  examina- 
tions at  the  beginning  of  the  new  century,  when  a  higher 
entrance  examination,  and  fewer,  but  more  extended, 
examinations  in  professional  subjects  will  give  place  to  the 
present  system. 

Attacking  the  President. 

The  President  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Council  an 
anonymous  circular-letter  accusing  him  of  withholding 
certain  penal  cases  reported  by  the  Medical  Defence  Union 
from  the  Council.  The  first  day  the  name  of  Mr.  Victor 
Horsley  was  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  communica- 
tion, but  during  ils  more  formal  discussion  on  Tuesday 
names  were  omitted  The  commitlee  reported  that,  from 
examination  of  the  Penal  Committee's  letter  book  and 
minutes,  they  found  tbafc  the  cases  in  question  had  been 
before  that  committee  on  three  occasions,  the  President 
in  the  chair,  and  since  November,  1895,  had  been  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council's  legal  adviser  ;  and  that  the 
charge  against  the  President  was  altogether  unfounded  and 
without  justification  This  repoit  was  adopted  after  an 
attempt  by  Dr.  Glover  to  justify  the  circular. 

Dental  Business, 

Two  or  three  motions  respecting  the  Penal  Committee,  as 
well  as  a  long  report  dealing  with  the  standing  orders,  were 
dropped  out  of  the  programme  for  this  session  on  account 
of  the  obvious  impossibility  of  getting  through  everything — 
a  condition  of  affairs  which  was  made  the  mora  obvious 
when  Mr.  Brvant  was  well  launched  into  tfce  reports  from 
the  Dental  Education  and  Examination  Committee  on  the 
inspection  of  the  qualifying  examinations  of  various  dental 
licensing  bodies,  these  proved  to  be  of  very  great  length, 
and,  though  Mr.  Bryant  contented  himself  with  extracts, 
members  showed  some  signs  of  impatience  and  an  in- 
creasing interest  in  the  clock.  S'r  Dyce  Duckworth,  how- 
ever, pointed  out  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  sajing 
that  unless  they  were  properly  considered  the  inspection 
would  become  a  mere  farce.  Sir  William  Turner  proposed, 
as  four  reports  and  the  committee's  report  on  all  still  re- 
mained unread,  that  their  further  consideration  be  post- 
poned till  May,  and  be  then  taken  np  as  the  first  business 
of  the  meeting.  Before  this  was  carried  (as  it  eventually 
was)  a  long  exchange  of  hostilities  ensued  between  Dr. 
Heron  Watson  and  Mr.  Bryant  The  former  read  a  letter 
from  the  R.C.S. Edin  ,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  R.C.S  Eng.  had  taken  upon  themselves  to  settle  a 
new  scheme  of  education  and  examination  in  dental 
surgery,  which  would  come  into  operation  on  January  1, 
1897,  without  having  submitted  it  to  the  Medical  Council. 
Mr.  Bryant,  on  behalf  of  the  English  body,  boldly  repu- 
diated the  right  of  the  Council  to  interfere  in  these  details. 
Not  only  was  home-rule  claimed  for  examiniDg-bodies,  but  a 
note  in  the  report  on  the  letter  affirmed  that  the  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England  had  never  admitted  the  right  of  the 
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Council  to  govern  them  in  such  matters.  Dr.  Heron 
Watson,  who  viewed  the  matter  as  "a  very  serious  consti- 
tutional question,"  moved  that  the  letter  b8  entered  on  the 
minutes,  and  that  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  English 
College,  the  Registrar  be  instructed  to  apply  each  year  in 
writing  to  each  body  granting  dental  diplomas  or  certifi- 
cates for  details  of  their  existing  regulations.  Mr.  Bryant 
next  read  the  report  of  the  Council's  Dental  Committee 
(signed  by  himself)  upon  the  Edinburgh  letter,  in  which 
they  stated  that  the  changes  in  the  scheme  did  not 
deviate  from  the  principles  laid  down,  and  that  there  was  no 
desire  to  bring  all  the  examiniDg-bodies  into  absolute  uni- 
formity. Dr.  Heron  Watson  inquired  sarcastically  who 
signed  that  report;  whereupon  Mr.  Bryant  warmly  defended 
himself  from  the  imputation  which  seemed  to  be  conveyed 
by  this  pointed  identification  of  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 


BllYAN'T. 


Hbhos  Watson. 


mittee  with  the  representative  of  the  College  of  Surgeons 
(which  he  is).  He  did  not  think  that  any  College  should 
come  up  to  ask  the  Council's  advice  on  matters  on  which  it 
considered  itself  as  capable  as  the  Council,  or  more  so.  Mr. 
Brudenell  Carter  said  that  nothing  could  be  more  disastrous 
than  to  lay  down  rigid  lines  of  uniformity  in  matters  of  this 
kind  ;  for  if  they  endeavoured  to  crystallise  and  compress  all 
into  the  same  mould,  they  would  lose  more  in  loss  of 
vitality  than  they  were  likely  to  gain  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth 
further  showed  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Council  could 
only  issue  "  requirements  "  about  matters  concerning  public 
health  ;  on  others  it  could  only  recommend,  and  had  no  power 
to  enforce.  The  first  clause  of  the  motion  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  rest  was  remitted  to  the  Dental  Examination 
Committee  to  consider  the  existing  regulations  and  see 
whether  they  are  up  to  date.    The  Council  then  adjourned. 


novelties. 


STEEL  WOOL. 
Steel  in  the  form  of  wool  is  one  of  the  latest  metallurgical 
novelties.  It  is  used  instead  of  emery  and  sandpaper  for 
polishing,  and  is  produced  in  three  grades  by  Mr.  W.  T. 
Bigsley,  Trandley  Road,  Deptford,  S  E.  It  occurred  to  us 
that  it  might  be  used  instead  of  iron  wire  for  pharmaceutical 
preparations,  but  it  appears  to  have  some  kind  of  oil 
adhering  to  it,  which  would  be  an  objection. 


EMOL-KELEET  SOAPS. 

The  Keltie  Products  Company  (Limited),  of  Dunning, 
N  B.,  for  whose  product  emol-keleeb  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.  are  the  distributing  agents,  have  just 
produced  a  toilet-soap  in  which  the  emollient  and  healing 
powder  is  an  ingredient.  Toe  result  is  a  soap  of  excep- 
tional character,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  neutral,  cleans'ng, 
and  all  that  a  good  soap  should  be,  while  it  is  found 
to  be  soothing  to  irritable  skins,  and  to  remove  those 
blemishes  which  are  the  difference  between  a  nice  com- 
plexion and  a  plain  cuticle.  The  soap  is  put  up  in  two 
styles,  "  Natura"  at  4d.  per  tablet,  and  "  Perf ecta  "  in  6d. 
tablets.    Both  weigh  about  the  same,  but  the  "  Perfecta  "  is 


the  more  elegant  and  best  scented,  They  are  boxed  beauti- 
fully, and  will  make  a  seasonable  present.  Messrs.  Fassett 
&  Johnson,  of  Snow  Hill,  E.C ,  who  took  over  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  agencies  for  toilet  preparations 
several  years  ago,  are  to  act  as  distributing  agents  for  these 
soaps,  and  they  have  started  to  advertise  them,  so  that  the 
trade  should  be  ready  to  supply.  Inquiries  about  the  soap 
should  be  addressed  to  Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson. 


A  PRETTY  BOX  AND  A  GOOD  SOAP. 
This  is  the  most  appropriate  heading  we  can  think  of  for 
our  note  on  Tidman's  Creamoline  Toilet  soap.  It  is  a  pale 
brown  emollient  soap,  slightly  superfatted  and  free  from 
excess  of  alkali,  while  its  perfume,  and  the  pleasure  which 
one  has  in  using  it,  make  it  specially  suitable  for  Christmas 
presents.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  the  makers  have  bad  a 
specially  pretty  box  designed  for  it,  showing  honeysuckle- 
blossom  in  relief.  It  is  made  by  Messrs.  Tidman  &  Son 
(Limited),  Bushell  Street,  E.,  and  they  will  supply  further 
particulars  to  applicants. 


EAR-CHANNEL. 
We  mentioned  some  months  since  that  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds 
had  invented  an  ear- douche  tank,  and  now  his  firm  (Messrs 
Reynolds  &  Branson,  of  Leeds)  sub- 
mit to  us  a  specimen  of  a  new  ear- 
channel,  exhibited  in  the  illustration. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  object  of  it 
is  to  catch  the  water  coming  out  of 
the  ear  in  syringing.    It  is  made  of 
nickelled  metal,  is  quite  light,  and 
by  means  of  the  trigger  at  the  top 
can  be  made  to  fit  any  size  of  ear.  We 
find  that  it  is  quite  comfortable  in 
use. 


PINNACLE  SOAP-STAND. 
Fully  two  years  ago  we  called  the 
attention  of  the  trade  to  the  per- 
forated indiarubber  disc,  with  pin- 
nacles on  each  side  of  it,  for  puttiDg 
into  a  soap-dish,  whereby  the  soap 
has  a  chance  of  drying  between 
times,  and  the  slimy  substance  is 
kept  away  from  it.  We  mention  it  again,  because  the 
Pinnacle  Soap  Stand  Company,  65  Frith  Street,  Soho,  have 
purchased  the  English  and  foreign  patent-rights,  and  are 
pushiDg  the  article  by  advertising  to  the  public  as  well  as  to 
the  trade.  Hitherto  there  has  been  a  good  sale  for  the  stand 
on  its  merits,  and  now  that  attention  is  more  forcibly  called 
to  it,  retailers  will  be  justified  in  stocking  it  more  largely. 


Moyeapuama  is  the  native  name  for  a  new  South 
American  drug  which  has  lately  been  introduced  into 
Europe.  It  is  said  to  be,  among  the  natives  of  the  Amazon 
region,  a  specific  against  the  malarial  fevers  from  which  they 
suffer  every  5  ear  at  the  end  of  the  floods.  The  root  of  the 
plant,  which  appears  to  be  plentiful  in  the  Amazonian  forests, 
is  crushed  and  macerated  in  water  for  two  days,  after  which 
the  decoction  is  drunk  mixed  with  palm  wine.  According 
to  the  firm  who  are  introducing  the  new  remedy,  moyrapu- 
ama  has  been  successfully  tried  in  various  gastric  and  inter- 
intestinal  complaints,  neuraslhenia,  and  nervous  diseases 
generally.  In  Europe  it  is  sold  in  the  form  of  an  extract,  or 
of  a  medicated  wine.  It  seems  that  among  the  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  missionaries  in  the  Amazon  territory  the 
plant  has  long  been  known  and  |enjoys  a  certain  reputation 
notes  concerning  it  written  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century 
being  found  in  the  library  of  the  cenvent  of  Sao- Benito 
Rio. 
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The  American  Society  in  London. 
November  26  is  not  a  date  specially  associated  in  English 
minds  with  ideas  of  joy  and  gratitude,  but  to  Americans 
it  has  almost  the  sacredness  of  the  cheeriest  of  Bank  Holi- 
days. They  call  it  "  Thanksgiving  Day,"  and  the  Old 
Englanders  who  had  the  fortune  to  share  its  revelries  with 
the  American  Society  in  London  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  on 
Thursday  of  last  week,  are  agitating  for  the  early  importa- 
tion of  the  institution.  Americans  have  more  than  most 
people  to  be  thankful  for.  They  have  the  Pilgrim  Fathers, 
George  Washington,  their  rescue  from  British  tyranny,  Mr. 
Bayard,  Mr.  McKinley,  pumpkins  and  Indian  corn,  a  protec- 
tive tariff,  and  "  the  American  girl."  These  are  only  samples 
of  their  blessings,  and  they  crowd  into  the  American  mind 
promiscuously,  and  gratitude  for  them  finds  expression  in 
champagne  and  eloquence,  and  in  the  melodies  of  the 

' '  Star-  spangled  Ban  

ner  "  and  the  "  Old 
Folks  at  Home."  It 
is  good  to  know  some 
members  of  the 
American  Society  in 
London.  They  are 
all  rich  and  generous 
and  enthusiastic, 
and  last  Thursday, 
at  any  rate,  they  pro- 
vided an  entertain- 
ment of  much  charm 
and  elegance.  Mr. 
Henry  S.  Wellcorrie 
was  in  the  cta;r. 
On  his  right  and  left 
were  Lady  Lock- 
wood  and  Mrs.  H. 
M.  Stanley,  and 
among  the  interest- 
ing people  present 
were  : — The  Attor- 
ney-General (Sir  R. 
Webster),  Sir  F. 
Lockwood,  Mr.  Hi- 
ram S.  Maxim,  Mr. 
H.  M.  Stanley,  M.P., 
John  Oliver  Hobbes 
(Mrs.  Craigie),  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robei  t 
Barr,  Mr.  Passmore 
Edwards,  Miss  Flo- 
rence K.  Upton,  Mif  s 
Florence  Hay  ward, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pultney 
Bigelow,  Mr.  Men- 
cure  D.  Conway, 
and  several  offi- 
cials of  the  U.S.  Embassy.  The  US  Minister,  Mr.  Bayard, 
was  to  have  been  there,  but  he  wrote  a  long  and  sym- 
pathetic message  from  Windsor  Castle,  where  he  had  been  in- 
vited to  dinner — an  invitation  which"  by  the  inexorable  laws 
of  etiquette  in  this  country  "  he  was  compelled  to  obey.  Sir 
F.  Lockwood  said  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  only  kept  away 
through  the  death  of  a  near  relative,  Mr.  Newton  Crane,  the 
barrister,  occupied  the  vice-chair.  Among  the  representatives 
of  the  drug-trade  in  the  party  were  Mr.  John  Morgan  Richards, 
Mr.  George  T.  Fulford,  Mr.  John  W.  Drysdale,  Mr.  David 
Howard,  Professor  F.  B.  Power,  Mr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett,  Mr. 
L.  O.  Johnson  (Fassett  &  Johnson),  Mr.  F.  C  van  Duzer, 
Mr.  F.  M  Fisk  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.),  Mr.  F.  S.  Gallup,  Mr.  R. 
Clay  Sudlow,  Mr.  E.  Linstead,  Mr.  J.  Collett  Smith,  Mr. 
David  B.  Mills,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton.  The  speakirjg  was  of 
a  high  order.  Mr.  Wellcome  struck  the  keynote  of  the 
evening  when,  in  proposing  "  The  American  National  Thanks- 
giving Day,"  he  spoke  of  the  American's  pride  in  the  New 
World  which  they  called  their  home,  and  their  love  for  the 
Motherland  which  gave  their  forefathers  birth.  Mr.  Newton 
Crane  also  made  a  cheerful  and  graceful  speech  on  "  the 
community  of  English-speakirg  peoples."    Mr  Crane  pre- 


Mr.  H'ram   The  Attorney-  Lady 
Maxim.         General.  Lockwood. 


faced  his  speech  with  a  story  about  the  boys  in  a  school  who 
were  catechised  by  a  visitor.  Unfortunately,  the  boy  who 
should  have  answered  the  first  question — "  Who  made  him  ?  " 
— was  away  that  morning  helping  his  mother.  The  boy 
appointed  for  the  second  question  was  reluctant  to  take 
upon  himself  the  reply  of  the  first  boy,  he  being  only  "  the 
dust  of  the  earth.''  The  application  of  the  anecdote  by  Mr. 
Crane  to  himself  and  Mr.  Bayard  is  obvious.  The  Attorney- 
General  and  Sir  F.  Lockwood  contributed  brilliant  speeches 
on  behalf  of  the  Old  Country,  and  Mr.  Robert  Barr,  in  pro- 
posing "  The  Ladies,"  dealt  with  many  topics,  from  Adam  in 
the  Garden  of  Eden  to  Mr.  Bryan  and  the  silver  question,  in 
his  inimitably  humorous  fashion.  Miss  Florence  Hayward 
cleverly  replied  for  the  ladies,  others  of  whom  contributed  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  company,  Madame  Belle  Cole  arousing 
unlimited  enthusiasm  by  her  exquisite  singing  of  the  "  Old 
Folks  at  Home."  During  the  evening  a  souvenir-album, 
richly  bound,  and  full  of  quaint  and  original  fancies  by  pen 
and  pencil,  many  of  which  were  executed  expressly  for  the 
work  by  Miss  Florence  K.  Upton,  was  presented  to  every 

guest  "  with  the 
compliments  of  the 
chairman."  Mr.  Bay- 
ard in  his  communi- 
cation from  Windsor 
Castle,  made  special 
reference  to  this 
volume,  and  stated 
that  he  would  pre- 
sent a  copy  of  it  to 
the  Queen  during 
dinner.  A  gigantic 
pumpkin,  weighing 
175  lbs.  had  been 
sent  from  America 
especially  for  this 
occasion,  and  ap- 
pears in  our  sketch. 

A  Dinner  at  York 
Place. 


Until  a  dozen 
years  ago  it  wa3  the 
custom  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  North 
British  Branch  of 
the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  dine  to- 
gether after  their 
annual  meetiDg.  The 
diners  were  confined 
to  a  circle,  and  it 
required  courage  for 
one  outside  the  cir- 
cle to  put  his  legs 
under  the  maho- 
gany. Twelve  years' 
rest  has  wiped  out 
that  feeling,  and  on  Thursday  evening  of  last  week  the 
dinners  were  revived  in  new  surroundings,  and  with  a 
new  race  of  diners,  at  the  Society's  premises,  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh.  The  company  numbered  about  sixty, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Ewing  presiding,  and  Messrs.  W.  L.  Currie 
and  John  Bowman  acting  as  croupiers.  Amongst  those 
present  we  noticed  Messrs.  D.  Storrar,  John  Nesbit, 
James  Buchanan,  James  Anderson  (Anderson  &  Co.),  Peter 
Boa,  A.  Davidson,  T.  Maben,  John  Johnston,  W.  R.  Ker- 
math,  A.  McKellar,  James  Moir,  R.  McAdam,  Chas.  Kerr, 
J.  M.  Hardie,  Donald  Mitchell,  G.  Coull,  B.Sc,  J.  Innes 
Fraser,  and  J.  F.  Tocher.  It  was  on  the  whole  a  representa- 
tive gathering,  but  one  could  not  help  remarking  the  absence 
of  certain  well-known  faces.  However,  the  dinner  was  a 
decided  success,  and  the  speaking  was  good.  The  tables 
were  beautifully  decorated  with  flowers  from  Mr.  James 
Buchanan's  conservatories,  and  portraits  of  noted  Scotch 
pharmacists  were  upon  the  walls.  In  proposing  "  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,"  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  criticised  the 
tardiness  of  the  Council  in  bringing  forward  their  Pharmacy 
Bill,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  more  stringent  protection 
of  pharmaceutical  titles.    Mr.  Storrar,  in  the  course  of  his 


Mr.  H.  S. 
Wellcome. 


Mrs.  H.  M. 
Stanley. 
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reply,  admitted  tbat  the  Council  did  not  do  as  much  as  it 
might,  but  pointed  out  that  no  society  ever  flourished  which 
allowed  tbe  office-bearers  to  become  stereotyped.  He  sug- 
gested that  councillors,  like  examiners,  should  retire  at  the 
end  of  every  four  years,  and  this,  to  his  thinking,  would 
effect  an  improvement.  Eef erring  to  the  feeling  in  Scotland 
towards  tbe  Society,  he  said  that  at  present  pharmacists 
there  are  more  loyal  to  it  than  they  have  ever  been,  and 
the  demand  for  home  rule  is  extinct.  Mr.  Charles  Kerr 
followed  with  "  The  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Phar- 
maceutical Society,"  to  which  Mr.  McKellar  replied.  The 
proposer  mentioned  that  he  was  initiated  into  pharmacy  at 
Glasgow  wheie  an  assistant  tcld  him  tbat  '  hydrargyrum" 
meant  "blue."  In  his  reply  Mr.  McKellar  stated  that 
tbe  South  Side  of  Glasgow,  with  a  population  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  Eoinburgb,  had  not  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen 
druggists.  The  medical  wants  of  tbat  large  population 
were  supplied  chiefly  by  doctors,  and  chi  mists  regarded  it 
as  handicapping  themselves  to  impose  restrictions  such  as 
the  storage  of  poison3  in  proper  bottles,  while  doctors 
retrained  exempt  from  these  restricii*  ns.  Mr.  Tocher 
followed,  in  a  rattling  speech,  with  "The  North  British 
Branch,"  and  Mr.  Ewing,  in  the  cturse  of  his  reply, 
referred  sympathetically  to  their  cistinguished  prede- 
cessors of  the  Branch  who  never  in  their  most  ambitious 
dreams  anticipated  that  tbey,  as  a  Society,  would 
dine  together  in  their  own  hall.  'I  he  other  toasts  were 
"  The  Edinburgh  and  District  Che  nrsts'  Trade  Association," 
by  Mr.  Kermath,  response  Mr.  Bowman;  "The  Edinburgh 
Chemists',  assistants',  and  Apprentices'  AsscciatioD,"  by  Mr. 
David  McLaren  response  Mr.  Sinclair  ;  "  The  Chairman,"  by 
Mr.  T.  Maben  ;  "  The  Secretary,  Mr  J.  R  Hill,"  by  Mr.  Peter 
Boa ;  arid  "  The  Croupiers,"  by  Mr.  George  Lunan.  Songs 
were  givt^n  by  several  of  the  diners,  and  "  Auld  Lang  Syne' 
gave  the  finishing  touch  to  the  proceedings. 

Kickee?  at  Rest. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Football  and  Cricket  Club  made  a 
combined  and  record  score  last  week  at  their  smoking- 
concert  held  in  'he  Crown  R:om  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant 
on  Thursday  evening.  The  talent  fall  professional)  was 
very  good — indeed,  it  is  rare  that  pharmaceutical  students  are 
able  to  submit  such  a  programme  as  the  150  odd  smokers 
received,  and  the  performers  gave  much  enjoyment.  We 
congratulate  the  committee  who  made  the  arrangements. 
The  concert  was  a  reunion  of  past  and  present  students  of 
the  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  the  attendance  was  quite 
represei  taiive.  Professor  Reynolds  Green,  who  presided, 
received  the  guests,  and  be  was  joined  at  the  table  by  Pro- 
fessors Norman  Collie  and  Gieerdsb,  Messrs.  Walter  Hills, 
Joseph  Ii  ce,  M  Carteighe,  R.  Bremririge,  W.  Warren,  C. 
B.  Allen,  E  J.  Eastes,  F,  Bascombe,  C.  Umney,  J.  S.  Ward 
and  Dr.  Lapworth.  Amongst  others  whom  we  noticed  in 
the  room  were  Messrs.  E  J  Millard,  F.  W.  Short,  T.  C.  W. 
Martin,  Piiie  ("Camwal"),  Solomon  (A.  &  H)  and 
Matthews.  The  students  gave  Dr  Collie  a  warm  reception 
when  he  came  into  the  room,  so  also  to  Mr.  Hills,  but  the 
ovation  of  the  evening  was  bestowed  upon  Mr  Joseph  Ince, 
and  was  capped  by  a  few  sympathetic  words  from  the 
Chairman.  There  were  no  speeches  up  11.15,  and  by  that 
time  humorous  songs  were  the  rage. 

Metropolitan  College. 

It  says  much  for  the  ability  and  popularity  of  Mr.  Watson 
Will  as  a  teacher  that  within  four  years  of  the  opening  of 
the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  he  was  able  to  bring 
together  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  College  170  guests,  of 
whom  120  were  present  students.  The  Throne  Room  of  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  was  the  scene  of  the  feast,  Mr.  Patrick 
Gardiner  presided  and  the  chairmen  of  the  spur  tables 
were  Messrs.  W.  S.  Carver,  J.  H.  Chaundy,  G.  T.  Branch,  H. 
Lucas,  R  Jewel),  F.  H.  Tully,  and  J.  0.  Thomas.  A  good 
dinner  was  served,  and  by  the  time  that  the  toast  of  "  fhe 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  "  was  reached,  the  young 
fellows  were  enthusiastic,  and  cheered  Mr.  Gardiner's  speech 
to  the  echo  when  he  said  that  since  they  had  met  at  Mr. 
Will's  hospitable  board  last  year  tbe  passes  had  advanced 
and  the  number  of  students  had  doubled.  This  was  due  to 
Mr.  Will's  powers  as  a  teacher.  As  an  old  pupil  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy,  he  had  carried  into  his  work  as  a 
teacher  the  thoroughness  which  characterised  that  Schorl. 


Thoroughness  was  essential  to  success  in  all  kind  of  work, 
but  not  in  anything  more  than  in  study.  And  the  tendency 
of  education  was  upwards.  The  other  day  Sir  Richard 
Quain  had  remarked  upon  the  fact  that  the  medical 
curriculum  had  increased  from  three  to  five  yearn,  and 
there  were  more  subjects  to  learn  in  the  five  y»  ars  He  (Mr. 
Gardiner)  thought  that  pharmacy  and  medicine  must  go  hand 
in  hand,  for  unless  pharmacists  aided  medical  men  by  faith- 
fully carrying  out  their  prescriptions  it  would  be  a  bad  time 
for  the  sick.  He  urged  upon  the  students  to  reflect  as  well 
as  read,  not  to  take  things  for  granted,  but  to  prove  them. 
Mr.  Will,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  stated  that  during  the 
year  the  passes  from  the  College  had  doubled,  although  the 
examinations  were  not  easier,  and  that  spoke  for  the  way 
the  students  worked.  While  the  passes  in  Great  Britain 
were  somewhere  between  £0  and  40  per  cent ,  from  the 
Metropolitan  College  75  per  cent,  had  passed  in  the  Major, 
and  71  per  cent,  in  the  Minor.  All  those  who  went  in  for 
the  Science  and  Art  examinations  had  passed,  and  one 
student,  Mr.  W.  H.  Edwards,  had,  in  his  first  year  at  Gay's, 
tied  with  another  for  an  801,  scholarship.  Finallj,  Mr.  Will 
reminded  the  students  tbat  the  aim  of  education  was  not 
simply  to  pass  tbe  examinations,  but  to  fit  them  for  the 
work  for  life,  and  he  wished  to  keep  that  as  the  standard 
for  the  Metropolitan  College.  After  a  song,  Mr.  Gardiner 
proceeded  to  present  the  students  wi!h  the  certificates  and 
medals  gained  as  a  result  of  class  competitions.  Tbe  con- 
ditions upon  which  they  were  awarded  were :— Attendance 
on  80  per  cent,  of  each  course  of  lectures.  The  student 
gaining  the  highest  aggregate  in  a  session  for  the  whole 
subjects  receives  the  silver  medal,  and  he  who  gets  the 
highest  number  of  marks  in  any  subject  gains  the  bronze 
medal,  while  students  obtaining  80  per  cent,  of  marks 
obtain  a  certificate.  Silver  medallists  cannot  receive  the 
bronze  medals.  The  following  are  the  principal  awards: — 
Winter  Session,  1895  — Silver  medallist,  Mr.  Arthur  S. 
Barnes  ;  bronze  medallists,  Messrs.  Alfred  Barritr  (chemistry, 
botany,  and  pbarmaci ),  Alfred  H.  Tuffin  (pharmacognosy),, 
and  James  S  Tute  (dispensing).  Spring  Session,  1893. — 
Silver  medallist,  Mr.  Thomas  R.  Perkins  ;  bronze  medallists, 
Messrs.  J.  Harrison  Jones  (chemistry,  botany,  and  phar- 
macy), Haro'd  W.  Smart  (pharmacognosy),  and  James 
Forbes  (dispensing).  Summer  Session.  1896  — Silver  medal- 
list, Mr.  Mark  Frederick  Burg  in  (practical  and  theoretical 
chemistry);  bronze  medallists,  Messrs.  Arthur  Day 
(chemistry,  pharmacognosy,  and  pharmacy),  William  Bennett 
(botany),  and  Russell  Jewell  (dispensing). 


The  papers  given  were  "  stiff."  The  medals  awarded  were 
designed  by  Mr.  Spencer  Richardson,  who  was  compli- 
mented by  the  Chairman  on  the  beauty  of  his  work.  We 
give  an  engraving  of  it  about  half- size.  Each  medal  con- 
tained 4|  oz.  of  metal.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted 
to  other  toasts  and  a  musical  entertainment  of  an  exception- 
ally enjoyable  character. 


We  understand  that  the  annual  druggists'  ball  held  in  con- 
nection with  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  will 
not  take  place  this  seat  on.  For  a  number  of  years  past  the 
gathering  has  been  held  in  the  Hulme  Town  Hall  about 
Cbristmastide.  No  reason  is  assigned  for  this  step  on  the 
part  of  the  committee,  which  will  be  a  disappointment  to 
some. 

On  Saturday  night  last  a  dinner  was  given  to  Messrs 
Lawson  and  McHarg  by  their  friends  from  the  warehouse  of 
Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  on  the  occasion  of  their  leaving 
that  firm  to  fill  situations  in  Horncastle  and  Manchester 
respectively.    Mr  Dairy mple  occupied  the  chair. 
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Mr.  G.  Harold  Kext. 


ON  Wednesday  night  Colonel  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  M.P., 
was  the  principal  guest  at  the  monthlj  dinner  of  the 

"Article"  Club, 
an  association  of 
manufacturers 
and  others  who 
have  been  fortu- 
nate enough  to 
attract  the  atten- 
tion of  a  paper 
called  Commerce. 
Mr.  G.  Harold 
Kent,  of  the  firm 
of  G.  B.  Kent 
&  Sons,  brush- 
makers,  took  the 
chair,  and  among 
the  one  hundred 
and  odd  members 
and  guests  who 
sat  down  to  a 
dinner  in  every 
respect  worthy  of 
the  Hotel  Cecil, 
were  Messrs.  Ar- 
thur B.  Kent, 
Ernest  N.  Kent, 
A  M.  Chambers 
(Izal),C.E  South- 
well, G.T.Fulford, 
L.  O.  Johnson 
(Fassett  &  John- 
son), J.  T.  Carrie 
(Bovril  Limiteri), 
H.  W.  Primrose  (Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Castoms),  Mr. 
T.  J.  Pittar,  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Q.C  ,  and  Mr.  Alexander 
Siemens. 

After  dinner,  Mr.  G.  Harold  Kent  began  by  referring  to 
the  diffidence  he  felt  in  presiding  at  the  montbly  dinner 
between  two  such  eminent  personages  as  Cardinal  Vaughan 
and  Lord  Jersey.  It  was  generally  thought  that  the  only 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  was  that  of  1887.  But  at  least 
three  similar  Acts  had  been  passed  :  one  in  1882 ;  the  next, 
known  as  the  Customs  Consolidation  Act,  in  1876;  and  a 
third  in  1883.  What  they  were  to  di-cuss  that  evening, 
however,  would  be  only  section  16  of  the  1887  Act,  relating 
to  the  stamping  of  goods  imported  wiih  the  tame  of  the 
country  of  origin.  He  held  that  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act  was  detrimental  to  the  British  trade,  chiefly  because 
the  advertisement  it  gave  to  foreign  manufactures  was  far 
more  beneficial  to  them  than  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  Act  were  disadvantageous.  Outside  British  countries 
the  Act  was  inoperative,  and  it  had  led  to  the  great 
increase  of  direct  shipment  of  continental-made  goods, 
thus  injnring  the  people  of  this  country  from  the 
expert  merchant  and  shipper  down  to  the  docker.  The  Act 
only  provided  the  shadow  instead  of  the  substance,  inasmuch 
as  where  goods  came  under  it,  generally  only  the  cases  in 
which  they  were  imported  need  be  marked,  and  the  goods 
themselves  most  frequently  did  not  require  markiDg,  and 
"  British  labour"  w<ta  employed  here  to  stamp  goods  really 
made  abroad  as  British- made.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
Act  to  stop  that.  And  why  should  it  be  stopped?  He 
believed  in  the  grand  old  law  of  caveat  emptor.  A 
gentleman  connected  with  his  own  trade  (that,  of  brush- 
making)  was  lately  lined  40s.  and  costs  for  causing 
foreign- made  brushes  to  be  stamped  as  English.  Three 
months  ater  the  prosecution  Mr.  Kent  met  this  gentle- 
man, who  told  him  that  the  report  of  his  case  in  the 
capers  had  been  the  finest  advertisement  he  had  ever  had. 
Every  member  of  tha1;  club  knew  how  to  practise  caveat 
emptor,  and  most  business  people  conld  do  the  same  The 
Act  professed  to  take  care  ot  the  consumer.  It  did  so  by 
taking  him  in,  for  it  led  people  generally  to  believe  that  if 
goods  bore  no  mark  of  foieign  origin  they  were  made  in 
Britain,  and  only  those  who  knew  the  inner  warkicg  of  the 
Act  were  aware  that  all  foreign  goods  did  not  require  to  be 
stamped  under  it,  but  or'y  such  as  bore  descriptions  or  ivords 


calculated  to  lead  people  to  believe  that  they  were  of  British 
manufacture.  Up  to  the  present  British  merchants  bad  the 
largest  transit  trade  in  the  world.  This  Act  made  it  difficult 
to  preserve  that  trade.  The  best  thing  sn  English  trader 
could  wish  was  to  be  left  severely  alonn  by  Parliament. 

Sir  Howard  Vincent,  in  reply,  contended  that  the  Act  did 
not  give  sufficient  protection  for  British  industry.  He  had 
suggested  its  amendment  so  as  to  make  it  obligatory  for  all 
foreign  goods  that  could  be  marked  to  bear  an  indication  of 
the  country  of  origin.  He  would  confess  that  be  thought  the 
legend  "  Made  in  Germany"  had  been  a  bigger  advertise- 
ment for  the  foreign  maker  than  was  anticipated  when  the 
Act  was  passed.  Therefore,  he  thought  the  Act  should  fce 
amended  so  that  the  words  "  foreign  made  "  should  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  definite  indication  of  the  country  of  manufac- 
ture. Among  the  people  of  this  country  there  was  an 
undoubted  desire  to  give  the  preference  to  home- made  goods 
where  possible.    He  therefore  proposed — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Article  Clnb,  the  16th  section  of  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  of  1887  requires  amendment  in  thefense 
of  altering  the  phrase  requiring  a  definite  indication  of  tha 
country  of  origin  to  one  indicating  only  that  the  goods  are  foreign 
made." 

Mr.  Alexander  Siemens  considered  the  Act  was  based  on 
a  mistake.  He  bad  recently  travelled  on  the  Amazon,  and 
there,  in  the  wilderness,  a  local  merchant  came  to  ask  him 
for  advice.  He  said  he  bad  always  bought  matches  from 
English  firms.  He  did  not  know  English,  but  he  had  noticed 
that  latterly  the  packets  bore  a  sentence  which  they  did  rot 
previously  have,  and  he  wanted  to  know  what  that  was. 
Mr.  Siemens  told  him  that  the  words  were  "  Made 
in  Germany,"  and  what  they  signified.  The  man  there- 
upon said,  "  Why  should  I  buy  from  an  EDglish  firm  ?  Why 
not  direct  from  the  maker  1  "  And  then  be  added,  as  in  an 
after-thought,"  Is  anything  really  manufactured  in  England  V 
He  did  not  agree  with  Sir  Howard  Viccent  that  there  was 
aty  real  desire  among  the  bulk  of  the  population  to  buy 
British  goods.  Most  people  were  poor  and  compelled  to  buy 
in  the  cheapest  market,  and  very  few  were  so  rich  that  they 
could  afford  to  buy  only  the  best  gocds  and  not  to  mind 
what  they  paid  for  them.  Between  these  two  classes  there 
was  a  small  section  of  people  who  could  afford,  if  they 
wished,  to  pay  a  little  more  to  gratify  their  desire  for 
British-made  goods  He  thought  ihat  all  English  manu- 
facturers should  make  it  a  practics  to  put  the  words  "  Made 
in  England"  or  "Made  in  Britain"  upon  their  articles. 
There  were  a  good  many  branches  of  industry  in  which 
Britain  could  produce  better  goods  than  any  otber  country, 
and  to  those  it  ought  to  stick,  and  not  endeavour  to  make 
what  could  be  more  cheaply  and  better  produced  abroad. 

Mr.  H.  Mallett  spoke  in  favour  of,  and  Mr  R  Wallace  Q.C, 
agaiDst.  Sir  Howard  Vincent's  resolution,  after  which  Mr. 
H.  W.  Primrose  (Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Customs),  said 
that  although  the  Act  undoubtedly  could  be  administered  so 
as  to  make  it  protectionist  that  was  not  dene.  Its  intention 
was  to  prevent  a  distribution  over  the  world  of  foreign  goods 
as  British,  and  in  this  the  Act  had  been  eminently  succt  ssfnl, 
both  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  India  and  the  Color  ies 
where  it  had  been  adopted  In  foreign  markets,  however, 
the  Act  was  necessarily  inoperative.  To  the  distributor  the 
Act  had  been  entirely  disadvantageous.  Goods  were  often 
detained  in  transit  until  an  explanation  had  teen  given  by 
the  shipper  in  this  country  of  the  meaning  of  certain  marks. 
As  a  rule  the  explanation  was  satisfactory,  and  the  goods- 
were  released,  but  naturally  the  system  occasioned  great  loss 
and  inconvenience,  and  drove  shipping  to  continental  ports. 
Carriers  no  doubt  found  the  Act  disadvantageous.  A 
friend  of  his,  wbo  had  recently  been  travelling  abroad 
to  inquire  into  the  imports  of  foreign  compared  with 
English  industrial  towns,  told  him  that  all  the  merchants 
in  Hamburg  were  highly  in  favour  of  our  Merchandise 
Marks  Act.  Since  1887,  the  date  of  the  Act,  the 
tonnage  of  Hamburg  steamers  bad  doubled,  and  that  in 
Hamburg  itself  was  generally  ascribed  to  the  loss  of  trade 
to  England  in  consequence  of  the  Act.  He  did  not  go  quite 
so  far  himself,  but  he  thought  it  extiemely  desiiable  that 
goods  touching  our  ports  on  thar  way  from  one  country  to 
another  should  be  interfered  with  as  Utile  as  possible. 
Several  otber  speakers  addressed  the  meeting,  and  ultimately 
it  w?  s  decided  not  to  put  the  r33olatior>.  A  vote  of  thanks- 
t)  the  Chairman  c'os^d  the  proceedings. 
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6-188%., 


TRADE 
MARK. 


"  S ANITAS"   EUCALYPTUS  PREPARATIONS. 
Kingzett's  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugators, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric  Bactericide,     Eucalyptus  Oils. 

L  &.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets;  "Okol"  and  "Oreocide"  Fluids  and 
Powders;  Chloride  of  Zinc;  Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps;  Soluble 
Oarbolated  Creosote ;  Moth  Paper  ;  Weed  Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &o. 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  L 

BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  E, 


For  Female  Irref/ularities, 

Price  4/6- 


tCc. 


 nadulterated 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


FABBIMSDOW   KOAP,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Finest  Pure 

STARCH  POWDER 


No.  2  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


BEST 

|  CLEANED  LINSEED 

"  'llo.  1  FmeBt  Pui-c 

PULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 
No  2  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 


17/ 

/ 


cwt.l 


\l  cwt.! 


>f<  ■  No.  1  Finest  Light  Pi 

cwt.l  PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

No.  2  Pure  — 

PR  EC  I P  HjTEp,  Ak!L 
"WHITE  EARTH " 

Specially  prepared  for 
Toilet  purp^oses 
tf<  Kj  "Finest  Pure  "Sifted 

cwt j  TOILET  OATMEAL 


23/ 
27/ 


cwt.l 
cwt.l 


!  1  *  , 

1/  cwt.| 


23/ cwt. 


19/  cwt. 

227 


cwt.  fl 


>5<  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  j 
London  (or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  de- 
livered free  on  rail  London  at  above  prices. 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS. 


LIN'S 
FOOD 


PROPRIETOR- 


MARTIN,  Pharm.  Chemist,  SOUTHAMPTON. 

WHOLESALE— 

Edwards,  Sanger,  Barclay,  Sutton,  and  Butler  &  Crispe. 


"And  here  I  pause  to  direct  your  attention  to  an 
article  in  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  of 
November  21  (page  757),  in  which  you  will  find 
interesting  photographs  of  the  apparatus  employed 
for  filling  and  sealing  ITROSYL.  Here  also  is  an 
illustration  of  the  proper  method  of  opening  the 
cartridges." 


JBMtodal  Comments* 


CARBOLIC    ACID.— NOT  SCHEDULED 
YET. 

Their  Lordships  of  the  Privy  Council,  it  is  again  reported, 
are  still  considering  what  they  can  do  with  carbolic  acid. 
They  seem  to  have  got  official  information  that  it  is  a 
poison.  The  latest  news  respecting  the  process  of  gettiDg  a 
fact  into  their  lordly  minds  is  contained  in  a  letter  just 
received  from  the  Privy  Council  by  the  Ipswich  coroner  in 
reply  to  the  presentment  of  a  jury  on  a  carbolic-acid 
poisoning  case.  The  Coroner  is  informed  in  the  letter  that 
"  the  question  of  placing  restrictions  upon  the  sale  of  car- 
bolic acid  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  of 
Council  with  a  view  to  legislation  on  the  subject."  On  this 
we  may  remark  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  legislation 
on  the  subject.  The  statute  which  empowers,  or,  rather, 
commands,  the  Privy  Council  to  add  to  the  poisons  schedule 
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any  new  substance  which  is  proved  tojbe  sufficiently  poisonous 
was  passed  in  1868.  If  the  Lords  of  the  Council  have  in 
view  another  ridiculous  Bill  such  as  their  then  President, 
Lord  Carlingford,  submitted  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  1885, 
we  may  inform  them  that  they  may  as  well  save  themselves 
the  trouble.  And  it  may  be  well  to  direct  their  attention 
to  an  important  article  in  last  week's  Lancet  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Edwin  Harris,  L.R.C.P ,  &c,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  St. 
Mary,  Islington,  entitled  "  The  Fatal  Record  of  Carbolic 
Acid."  Mr.  Harris  notes  that  "for  a  considerable  time 
past  chemists,  druggists,  medical  men,  and  coroners,  together 
with  the  pharmaceutical  and  medical  papers,  have  been 
calling  aloud  on  the  '  powers  that  be '  to  place  restrictions 
on  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  by  the  simple  expedient  of 
scheduling  it  as  a  poison.  Hitherto  their  efforts  have  been 
in  vain,  and  consequently  [it  is  we  who  emphasise  this 
word]  accidental  poisonings  and  self-murders  continue  from 
day  to  day,  when,  by  classifying  it  among  such  drugs  as 
prussic  acid,  strychnine,  arsenic,  and  even  the  •vermin- 
killers,'  it  would  at  once  cease  to  be  a  means  of  depriving 
so  many  people  of  their  lives,  and  that,  too,  in  a  most  painful 
and  cruel  manner."  If  the  word  "  consequently  ".is  justifi- 
able where  it  is,  we  do  not  see  how  the  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Council  can  be  acquitted  of  gross  negligence  amounting 
almost  to  culpable  homicide.  Mr.  Harris  finds  from  con- 
versations that  many  people  have  only  a  small  idea  of 
the  extent  of  the  mischief  effected  by  the  poison  in  recent 
years,  and  he  submits  some  interesting  particulars.  It  made 
its  first  appearance  in  the  Registrar-General's  records,  he 
notes,  in  1864,  when  a  female  was  killed  by  it  acciden- 
tally. The  next  year  a  male  was  killed  by  it  through 
misadventure.  In  the  five  succeeding  years  it  scored 
twenty-five  deaths,  accidental  and  suicidal.  The  first 
suicides  attributed  to  it  occurred  in  1869.  In  those  five 
years  the  deaths  by  suicide  numbered  only  1  per  cent,  for 
all  suicides  by  poison.  In  the  next  quinquennial 
period,  from  1871-75,  the  deaths  by  accident  and 
suicide  numbered  128,  the  suicides  now  representing  5  3  per 
cent,  of  the  total  suicides  by  poisonirjg.  Mr.  Harris  points 
out  as  a  noteworthy  circumstance  that  this  sudden  develop- 
ment of  the  employment  of  carbolic  acid  for  self-destruction 

"  occurred  immediately  after  difficulties  were  put  in  the  way 
of  the  public  procuring  those  drugs  which  had  previously 
been  used  for  suicidal  purposes,  by  the  passing  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1883.  From  this  time  forth  those  persons 
(particularly  women)  who  sought  to  take  their  own  lives 
had  recourse  in  evea  greater  numbers  to  carbolic  acid,  which 
they  could  buy  without  let  or  hindrance  from  any  oilman, 
huckster  or  druggist." 

It  came  to  pass,  too,  that  the  Public  Health  Acts  passed 
in  1872  and  1875  gave  an  active  impulse  to  sanitation,  and 
initiated  such  sanitary  measures  as  the  distribution  of  dis- 
iufectants,  carbolic  acid  especially.  Thus  the  poison  got 
into  the  homes  of  the  people  "  under  the  cloak  of  a  welcome 
guest,  only  to  be  discovered  later  as  a  traitorous  friend.' 
In  the  next  five  years  (1376-80)  the  total  deaths  credited  to 
it  numbered  181.  In  the  following  quinquennial  period 
(1881-85)  the  record  was  302,  and  in  the  next  (1886-90)  it 
rose  to  342.  The  last  five  years  are  not  yet  made  up,  but 
the  account  had  in  the  four  years  ending  with  1894  already 
far  exceeded  previous  figures,  a  total  of  519  deaths,  420  of 
which  were  suicides,  having  been  recorded.  The  suicides 
from  carbolic  acid,  Mr.  Harris  observes,  which  in  1871-75 
reached  5  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  suicides  by  poisoD, 
hid  in  the  four  years  last  reported  on  reached 
a  percentage  of  28  per  cent.  And  this  does  not 
fully  represent  the  hideous  fact,  for,  as  our  diagram 
published  on  Februpry  22  of  this  year  showed,  the  deaths 


from  carbolic  acid,  by  accident  and  suicide,  in  the  five 
years  1890-94  had  been  mounting  at  a  fearfully  »apid  rate 
numbering  in  the  respective  years  69,  94,  106,  148,  and  201 
— so  that  to  take  the  average  only  does  not  fully  indicate  the 
danger.  To  those  who  think  that  scheduling  carbolic  acid 
would  interfere  with  their  trade  in  it,  Mr.  Harris's  con- 
cluding remarks  may  be  commended  : — ■ 

"  I  doubt,"  he  says,  "  if  it  would  ever  have  got  a  hold  on 
the  public  but  for  two  facts — one  that  it  was  practically  the 
first  disinfectant  in  the  field,  and  the  other  that  it  was  cheap. 
Since  those  early  days  many  disinfectants,  some  of  an  abso- 
lutely non-poisonous  character,  have  been  intrcduced,  and 
therefore  its  services  are  not  so  requisite  as  in  the  past,  and 
it  is  to  these  non-poisonous  disinfectants  that  those  who 
have  the  charge  of  the  health  of  the  people  in  their  bands 
should  turn.  It  seems  to  me  most  absurd  that  medical 
officers  of  health  of  all  men  should  continue  to  plac8  this 
acid  so  freely  in  the  hands  of  the  public  now  that  its  record 
is  known.  I  have  for  many  years  avoided  its  use  when  I 
could,  its  danger  having  been  brought  forcibly  under  my 
notice  about  1884  through  a  suicide  that  occuired  in  the 
boroutth  I  then  presided  over.  The  deaths  it  has  caused  we 
know,  the  lives  it  has  saved  are  doubtless  not  a  few  ;  but  we 
also  know  that  other  and  non-poisonous  disinfectants  can  do 
their  work,  and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  carbolic  acid 
should  be  put  aside  from  general  use  and  only  employed  by 
skilled  hands  or  under  professional  direction." 

We  bring  these  figures  once  more  to  the  notice  of  the 
Privy  Council  officials,  and  allege  again  that  every  week's 
delay  on  their  part  to  carry  out  the  duty  imposed  upon 
them  by  statute  credits  them  with  the  responsibility  of 
additional  deaths. 


THE    TRADE    OF  HAMBURG. 

If  any  word  of  reason  or  persuasion  could  prevail  with  my  (British) 
countrymen  to  try  for  a  period  to  abstain  frcm  ftrikfs,  the  gtcd 
it  would  do  would  certainly  last  tlieir  day.  Lookers  on  see  most 
of  the  game,  and  at  home  I  am  sure  it  is  not  real  sed,as  it  ought  to 
be,  what  appalling  mischief  is  done  by  strikes  in  driving  away  trade, 
and  playing  into  the  hands  of  competitors. — Report  of  British  Consul 
Dundas  at  Hamburg,  tieptembtr  1896. 

When  our  Consul  at  Hamburg  wrote  the  sentence  quoted 
above,  he  does  net  seem  to  have  had  an  inkling  that,  within 
a  few  weeks,  Hamburg  itself  would  be  the  scpne  of  an  indus- 
trial distusbance  which  bids  fair  to  rival  the  London  Dock 
Strike  of  1389  in  duration  and  bitterness.  We  are  not 
among  those  who  believe  that  London  can  possibly  benefit 
by  the  struggle  now  in  progress  on  the  Elbe,  nor  do  we 
anticipate  that  there  will  be  more  *,han  a  temporary  check 
on  the  commercial  expansion  of  Hamburg  as  a  result  of  the 
strike,  but  for  the  moment  the  trade  of  the  city  appears  to 
have  been  thrown  into  a  greater  confusion  than  has  ever  been 
the  case  since  the  great  fire  of  over  fifty  years  ago. 

When  one  of  the  English  kings,  in  a  fit  o£  ill-temper 
with  the  City  of  London,  threatened  to  ruin  its  commerce,  , 
leading  citizsns  laughingly  observed  that  whatever  the 
king's  power  he  could  not  alter  the  course  of  the  Thames, 
and  that  London's  commerce  was  safe  so  long  as  the  river 
continued  to  flow.  Bat  while  London  has  been  inclined  to 
rely  too  much  upon  the  advantages  of  site,  which  she  shares 
with  many  other  ports,  Hamburg  has  not  been  satisfied  with 
her  splendid  natural  position.  Sne  has  modernised  her 
dock-system,  brought  her  port-charges  into  harmony  with 
the  altered  conditions  of  trade,  and  swept  away  with  scant 
respect  traditions  and  customs  that  barred  her  aim  to 
become  the  leading  port  of  the  continent,  if  not  of  the 
world.  She  has  been  reaping  the  fruits  of  her  enlightened 
policy.  Hamburg  is  nothing  if  not  "pushful."  Commerce 
has  been  the  one  excuse  for  the  city's  existence  since 
Charlemagce  founded  it;  commerce  remains  to-day  the  one 
life  object  of  its  citizens,  who  might  be  expected,  in  a  body, 

b* 


826 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


December  5,  1896 


cordially  to  agree  with  the  Oxford  pro'essor  of  political 
economy  who  used  to  thank  Heaven  that  he  knew  nothing 

about  Art 

Forty-  five  years  ago  the  Hamburgers  were  proud  of  the 
faci  that  the  tonnage  of  vessels  arrived  by  sea  had  reachedi 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  port,  the  figure  of 
500,000  tons.  It  took  them  thirteen  years  to  double  that  figure, 
but  only  nine,  from  1853  to  1872,  to  bring  up  the  tonnage  to 
two  millions.  Iu  1882  another  million  was  added,  in  1883  a 
fourth,  in  1890  a  fifth,  and  in  1891  the  tonnage  of  sea-going 
vessels  cleared  inwards  exceeded  6,000.000. 

it  cannot  be  said  that  Hamburg  was  ever  a  city  of  which 
men  used  to  be  proud  in  the  sense  that  they  were  proud  of 
tha  great  cities  of  Italy,  of  Nuremberg,  of  Paris,  of  London. 
It  has  the  defects  of  its  qualities.  Heinrich  Heine  called  it 
Verdamrntes  Hamburg,  and  declared  that  though  its  people 
traded  in  all  the  aromatics  of  the  earth,  the  foul  smell  of 
their  codfish-souls  everywhere  predominated  that  of  their 
spices.  But  that  was  poetic  license,  on  a  level  with  the 
assertion,  "made  in  Germany,"  that  the  Hamburg  strike  has 
been  brought  about  by  British  gold  from  motives  of  jealousy 

Li  we  wanted  to  be  jealous,  though,  Hamburg  has  given 
plenty  of  cause.  It  is  now,  in  point  of  turnover  of  business, 
ahead  of  all  other  continental  ports,  and  ranks  fourth  in 
Europe,  after  London,  Liverpool,  and  Cardiff.  And  only 
Cardiff  has  of  late  years  advanced  in  the  same  proportion  as 
Hamburg.  A  very  striking  indication  of  the  progress  made 
by  Hamburg  is  afforded  by  the  statistics  relating  to  the 
va!ue  and  weight  of  imports  and  exports.  In  the  ten  years 
etkilng  1860,  for  instance,  the  imports  of  gods  by  sea 
averaged  in  weight  14,313,160  cwt.,  and  in  value  16,185  567Z. ; 
in  1895  the  figures  were  125,498,250  cwt.  and  the  value 
8L/442.8C0Z.  Thus,  the  weight  of  goods  imported  had  in- 
creased ninefold,  and  the  value  fivefold.  The  export  figures 
also  show  a  big  advance,  but  not  fo  much  as  those  of  the 
imports.  In  the  decade  ending  1880  the  average  value  of 
the  exports  was  19  082  330  cwt.,  of  the  value  of  9,75l,200Z., 
and  last  year  it  was  53.677,135  cwt.,  worth  65,528,100/ 

The  Hamburg  steamship  companies,  which  are  now  grown 
into  such  formidable  competitors  on  the  ocean  highways, 
bave  participated  in  the  general  business  prosperity  of  1895 
The  Chartered  German  Steamship  Company  and  the  K-srnos 
Company  earned  8  per  cent.,  the  Hamburg- South  Ameiican 
Company  and  Chinese  Coasting  Company  7  per  cent,  divi- 
dend each.  In  Hamburg  itself  it  is  believed  that  much  of 
this  prosperity  is  due  to  the  unintended  support  which 
Germany  has  received  from  Britain.  In  1887  our  Merchan- 
dise Marks  Act  became  law.  Since  that  year  the  tonnage  of 
Hamburg-owned  vessels  ha?  doubled,  and  their  freight  is 
largely  made  up  of  goods  that  formerly  went  to  their  des- 
tinations in  the  Far  East  and  America  by  way  of  British 
jjiorts,  to  the  manifest  loss  of  our  carriers  and  foreign 
me  rchants.  Even  if  our  Merchandise  Marks  Act  had  never 
been  made  known,  Hamburg  would  no  doubt  have  developed 
with  great  rapidity,  bat  it  seems  a  pity  that  we  should  have 
gone  out  of  our  way  to  help  her  in  this  manner. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  merits  of  the  case  now  at 
Issue  between  the  Hamburg  workers  and  their  employers, 
the  general  conditions  of  labour  in  the  city,  if  we  may  trust 
the  municipal  statistics,  have  undergone  a  decided  improve- 
ment during  the  past  two  years.  The  total  average  number 
c£  workpeople  employed  in  the  city  boundaries  in  1895  was 
S  1,676,  an  increase  of  2,661  on  the  previous  year.  About 
half  these  men  were  employed  in  connection  witb.  dock 
work,  and  the  great  majority  are  now  idle.  The  general 
werking-day  is  ten  hours,  and  there  is  practically  no  Sunday 
work,  the  German  law  on  Sunday  labour  beiog  no«  very 
stsr.ot.    The  interest  of  the  wholesale  drug-trade  all  over 


the  world  in  the  progress  of  the  Hamburg  strike  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that,  next  to  London  and  New  York,  Hamburg 
is  now  probably  the  largest  drag-emporium  in  the  world. 
Only  to  mention  a  few  of  the  principal  articles  the  city  im- 
ported in  1895  (in  tons):— Raw  camphor,  1,457;  shellac, 
1,564;  various  resins  and  gums,  32,321;  copal,  1,C09; 
peppermint  oil,  56 ;  saltpetre,  387,843 ;  iodine  and  iodides, 
77 ;  borax,'i4,929  ;  phosphorus,  175 ;  glycerine,  2,918  ;  and 
sundry  drugs  and  chemicals,  4,271.  Her  exports  by  sea  in 
the  same  department  amounted  to  about  50,000  tons,  ex- 
clusive/of  nitrate  of  soda  in  its  various  forms,  of  which  alone 
51,185  tons  were  ssnt  abroad. 


THE  NEW  EXAMINERS. 
Professor  Geddes's  retirement  from  the  Scotch  Board  has 
its  compensation  in  the  appointment  of  Professor  Bayley 
Balfour  to  succeed  him.  Dr.  Balfour  is  an  excellent 
botanist,  combining  the  characteristics  of  the  old  and  new 
schools,  and  his  knowledge  of  pharmacognosy  should  be 
helpful  to  the  Board.  Mr.  Maben's  re-election  as  an 
examiner  after  a  year's  rest  is  a  compliment  to  his  ex- 
ceptional abilities  in  this  department.  It  has  been  known 
for  several  months  that  Mr.  Davidson,  of  Montrose,  was  to 
get  one  of  the  vacancies  on  the  Scotch  Board,  but  his  final 
selection  was  not  secured  without  a  tussle,  several  younger 
men,  who  have  more  directly  assisted  in  the  promotion  of 
pharmaceutical  research  in  Scotland,  being  willing  to  turn 
their  energies  to  the  determination  of  the  value  of  pharma- 
ceutical candidates.  A  similar  policy  to  that  of  the  Scotch 
Executive  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council  in  appointing 
successors  to  Messrs.  Drucs,  Ransom,  and  Saul  from  the 
English  Board.  Of  the  three  new  men  Mr.  Arkinstall  is  least 
known.  He  is  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  dating  from  1868,  and 
has  long  experience  in  the  trade  in  his  favour.  Mr  Tanner 
has  got  back  to  his  old  place,  while  Mr.  Robert  Wright,  of 
Buxton,  makes  his  acquaintance  with  the  Board  for  the  first 
time.  He  ha3  made  an  excellent  reputation  as  an  investigator, 
and  is  a  popular  membsr  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference, 
but  he  has  other  claims  for  the  position — viz.,  thorough 
experience  of  everyday  pharmacy  and  a  pleasant  manner.  He 
will  be  a  popular  examiner. 


THE    NEW    FALSE  KOLA. 

There  has  lately  appeared  in  the  London  and  Liverpool 
markets  a  false  kola  which  has  somewhat  baffled  the 
habitues  of  the  markets  as  to  its  botanical  origin,  and  is 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Wardleworth  on  page  771.  The  so-called 
kola  is  in  a  perfectly  dried  and  hard  state.  Some  are  of  a 
dark,  dull  brown,  and  others  of  a  reddish-brown  colour. 
The  smaller  pieces  appear  to  have  been  cut  across  when 
fresh,  and  to  have  shrunk  in  the  process  of  drying ;  this, 
when  mixed  with  the  cotyledons  of  the  true  kola,  would  be 
scarcely  distinct  enough  to  avoid  detection,  but  in  the 
parcels  are  some  entire  seeds  which  measure  about  3  inches 
long,  2  inches  wide,  and  1\  inch  thick.  They  are  oval  in 
shape,  and  are  much  contracted  in  the  centre  at  the  point 
where  the  hilnm  is  situated,  so  that  the  two  etds  being 
brought  together,  the  point  of  attachment  to  the  pod  is 
completely  hidden.  The  seed  cuts  with  a  firm  texture,  it  has 
no  smell,  and  little  or  no  taste.  It  is  easily  divided — even 
the  largest  size — into  two  cotyledons,  and  its  general 
character  is  leguminous.  In  its  shape  it  agrees  very  closely 
with  that  of  'she  mora — Dimorphandra  Mora,  better  known, 
perhaps,  as  Mora  excelsa — a  large  timber-tree  of  British 
Guiana,  growing  to  some  100  to  150  f  eet  high,  with  a  diameter 
of  trunk  of  some  2  feet  to  2|  feet.    The  tree  is  valued  in 
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■British  Guiana  for  its  durable  hard  woo3,  and  the  large 
seeis  are  eaten  by  the  natives  in  times  of  scarcity,  and  also 
rased  by  them  in  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  The  seeds  of  the 
mora  and  the  large  seeds  now  known  as  false  kola  are 
without  doubt  closely  allied,  if  not  actually  identical.  The 
mora  has  a  single-seeded  pod,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
new-comer  is  that  it  has  alone  inhabited  its  outer  coating. 
That  this  character  is  without  variation,  however,  seems 
doubtful  (and  this  is  the  interesting  point),  for  with  the 
seeds  is  an  occasional  one  much  smaller  than  the  others, 
and  though  with  an  exactly  similar  construction  in  the 
centre,  it  is  flattened  at  each  end,  as  if  by  the  compression 
of  other  seeds.  The  species  of  Dimorphandra  are  mostly 
natives  of  Brazil,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  seed  now  in 
question  may  belong  to  one  which  is  not  known  in  this 
country.  It  may  be  worth  mentioning  that  the  largest  seed 
known  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  is  that  of  Dimorphandra 
■oleifera,  and  that  one  has  been  measured  14  inches  round 
and  6  inches  at  its  widest  part.  This  comes  from  Panama, 
and  contains  oil  which  i3  said  to  be  better  than  linseed  oil 
for  mixing  with  paint,  for  which  purpose  it  is  used  in 
Panama. 


MARIE  CORELLI  ON  TABLOIDS. 
Marie  Corelli  announces  her  "dislikes"  in  the  Ladies 
Realm.  They  run  from  American  millionaires  to  women  who 
smoke,  and  there  are  few  of  us  who  do  not  come  within 
the  range  of  Marie's  vituperation  for  som;  imperfection. 
Towards  the  end  of  her  diatrioe  she  looks  around  to  see  if 
she  has  missed  anybody,  and  scoops  up  a  few  million  of  her 
fellow- creatures  in  the  line  "  The  Health  Faddist  and  Con- 
sumer of  Tabloids."  Why  the  consumption  of  tabloids  should 
be  an  offence  to  this  irritable  lady  we  have  no  idea.  Still 
less  can  we  understand  why  Miss  Corelli's  prejudices  should 
foa  of  interest  to  a  hundred  thousand  readers  of  any  magazine. 

THE  RINDERPEST  MICROBE. 
Dr.  Eiington's  claim  to  the  discovery  of  the  rinderpest 
microbe  is  disputed.    Mr.   Watkins   Pitcbford,  Principal 
Veterinary  Surgeon  of  Natal,  in  the  report  of  his  rinderpest 

nve^tigations,  says :  "  I  have  noticed  an  announcement  in 
the  public  Pras3  to  the  effect  that  the  microbe  of  rinderpest 
iias  been  discovered  by  Dr.  Edington  at  Tauogs.  May  I 
state  that  it  has  been  growing  vigorously  in  our  field 
Sa^ora'rory  at  Netfontein  for  more  than  three  weeks,  and 
has  heen  thoroughly  examined  and  its  life-history  studied 

b?  Dr.  Thieler  and  myself?  The  credit  of  the  original 
■discovery  is  due,  I  believe,  to  Dr.  Simpson,  of  Calcutta,  who 
■reported  hi3  discovery  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  with 
a  description  of  its  organism."  This  statement  was  made 
on  November  9,  therefore  ten  days  before  Dr.  Edirrgton's 
claim  was  cabled  to  London. 

PROFESSIONAL  CHEMISTRY. 
The  Institute  of  Chemistry  has  recently  made  a  new 
regulation,  under  which  it  recommends   that  those  who 
assume    its    qualifications   and   wish   to  act  as  public 
analvsts  should  take  a  course  and  pass  an  examination  in — 

The  recognition  of  specimens  of  any  drug  or  poisonous 
chemical  ordinarily  to  be  found  in  commerce  or  employed 
for  technical  purposes  in  the  arts  or  manufactures ;  the 
detection,  by  microscopical  or  chemical  examination,  of 
adulterations,  substitutions,  or  impurities  in  food  and  drugs. 
The  co  ir>e  should  also  include  a  general  knowledge  of  the 
therapeutic  effects  of  ordinary  drugs,  and  of  the  quantities 
of  such  drugs  and  poisonous  chemicals  which  takea  inter- 
.nall-.  would  be  injurious  or  fatal  to  man. 

We  welcome  the  addition,  and  hope  that  it  will  go  as  far 
as  to  give  public  analysts  knowledge  enough  to  prevent 


the  prosecutions  about  paltry  matters  in  pharmajautics 
which  are  occasionally  epidemic. 

ROYAL  AMENITIES. 
All  is  not  happiness  in  the  Royal  8ociety  at  present.  We 
noted  the  other  week  Lord  Rajleigh's  retirement  from  the 
secretaryship.  He  refused  to  take  a  seat  on  the  C  Juccil . 
The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  young  bloods  of  the  Society 
have  been  kicking  over  the  traces. 

"  It  is  no  secret,"  says  the  Times,  "  that  in  this  year's  alloca- 
tion of  the  honours  in  the  Society's  gift  the  opinions  of  the 
most  eminent  and  distinguished  of  present  and  recent  office- 
holders have  been  overridden  by  a  majority,  the  members  of 
which  cannot  lay  claim  to  their  experience  or  authority.  A 
very  strong  effort,  for  example,  was  made  to  bestow  one  of 
the  Royal  medals  upon  a  veteran  whose  excellent  work 
extends  over  half  a  century.  The  effort,  failed,  and  the  medal 
was  given  to  a  comparatively  young  man  [Professor  Vernon 
Boys],  whose  merits  no  one  would  wish  to  deny,  but  who 
could  well  have  afforded  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  a  reward 
refused  so  long  to  one  whose  claims  are  very  much  stronger. 
Unless  we  are  misinformed,  the  division  of  the  Rumford 
medal  [which  went  to  L?nard  and  Rontgeo]  was  carried  in 
much  the  same  way  against  the  opinion  of  the  older  and 
more  experienced  members  of  the  governing  body  " 

Hence  Lord  Rajleigh's  withdrawal.  The  Society  held  ils 
anniversary  meeting  on  St.  Andrew's  Day,  and  dined  ia  the 
evening  at  the  Hotel  Metropole.  M.  Moissan  attended  to 
receive  the  Davy  medal,  and  wu  present  at  the  dinner;  so 
were  Professor  Attfield,  Dr.  Collie,  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  and  Mr. 
E.  M.  Holmes.  M.  Moissan  replied  for  "  the  medallists  "  in  a 
witty  speech. 

INDIAN  PODOPHYLLUM. 
Professor  Wyndham  R  Dunstan,  F  R  S.,  Director  of  the 
Scientific  and  Technical  Department  of  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute, in  a  preliminary  note  printed  in  the  Institute's  journal, 
gives  some  results  of  the  examination  of  the  constituents  of 
Podophyllum  emodi,  commenced  in  the  Research  Laboratory 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  by  Mr.  T  A.  Henry,  and  no.v 
proceeding  in  the  Institute's  laboratory.  The  poiophyllin 
of  the  Indian  root  is  much  lighter  than  that  made  from 
Podophyllum peltatum,  owing  to  the  lar  e  quantity  of  podo- 
phylloloxin  which  it  contains  (30  per  cent.).  The  commer- 
cial American  resin  contains  on  an  average  abjut  2D  per 
cent.  The  medicinal  action  of  the  Indian  resin  has  been 
examined  by  Dr.  H.  W.  G.  Mackenzie,  of  St  Thomas's 
Hospital,  who  finds  that  the  two  re-ins  are  identical  in 
their  medicinal  effects,  and  that,  t(iereFore,  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  resin  obtained  from  the  Indian  root  shoald 
not  be  substituted  for  the  American  resin.  The  following 
j  tabular  statement  embodies  the  resalt3  of  estimations  of 
the  resin  in  the  American  plant,  and  in  several  specimens  of 
Indian  drug  collected  in  various  localities  :  — 

Podophyllum  emodi. 


District  yielding  Percentage  of 

the  root  resin  found 

Kulu   9'd5 

Bashahr  9-003 

Cliamba  (yonng- roots)   11*12 

Chamba  (old  roots)  12-03 

Hazara  9  0o 

Podophyllum  peltatum. 

Four  commercial  specimens  of  roots  gave — 

(1)  4-17  per  cent.       (2)  52  per  cent.      (3)  5'4  per  cent. 
(4)  5  2  per  cent. 


A  complete  account  will  shortly  be  given  of  the  chemistry 
of  the  two  plants,  and  of  the  na'.ura  of  tha  sub3tance  to 
which  podopbjllin  owea  Its  medicinal  activity.  The  result3 
so  far  obtained  on  this  point  lead  to  ti^  conclusion  thai; 
podophyllotoxin  can  no  longer  beregadei  as  the  chief  active 
principle  of  the  resin. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


NORTH  BRITISH   BR  IXC  a. 

The  first  evening  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch  of 
the  Pruirmaceuucal  Society  was  held  at  33  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  November  27,  Mr.  J.  Laidiaw  Ewing 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance.  The  paper  of 
the  evet  ing  was  one  by  Mr.  T.  Maben  (Hawick)  on 

;  The  Manufacture  and  Use  of  Compressed  Gases. 

r  The  commnnication  was  based  upon  a  visit  to  the  Scottish 
and  Irish  Oxygen-works  in  Glasgow,  and  wa3  illustrated  by 
lactern-picture3.  Caoamencing  with  oxygen  Mr.  Maben  gave 
a  description  of  Btia'd  process  for  preparing  it  by  passing 
air  over  heated  barium  oxide,  whereby  the  oxide  is  converted 
into  peroxide,  and  on  stopping  the  current  of  air  and  con- 
tinuing the  heat  oxygen  is  expelied  from  the  peroxide  equal 
in  quality  to  94  to  97  per  cent,  (as  made  in  Glasgow).  He 
then  described  the  cylinders  in  which  the  oxygen  is  compressed 
for  storage  and  use,  referring  also  to  the  accidents  which 
have  happened  with  them ;  but  considering  that  Brin's 
company  sent  out  100,000  cylinders  in  1894,  and  the  CO., 
company  75,000  cylinders  in  the  same  year,  the  accidents, 
relatively  speaking,  had  been  extremely  few.  Since  the 
Bradford  accident  a  new  cylinder  has  been  adopted, 
and  the  Glasgow  works  alcne  having  laid  aside  cylinders 
to  the  value  of  2  5C0Z.  The  new  cylinders  are  specially 
annealed  and  tested  by  pressure  before  being  used,  the 
annealing  and  testing  being  repeated  every  four  years.  All 
new  cylinders  are  tested  to  4,000  lbs.  per  square  inch. 
Passing  on  to  speak  of  the  preparation  of  compressed  car- 
bonic-acid gas,  Mr.  Maben  said  that,  although  it  has  been  in 
use  for  a  few  years  only,  already  the  trade  has  enormously 
increased,  and  in  1895  the  Glasgow  works  seat  out 
1,100.000  lbs.  of  gas  prepared  from  sodium  bicarbonate, 
sulphuric  acid,  and  water.  It  was  purified,  so  that  when 
tested  it  indicated  99|  per  cent,  of  CO..  It  was  then 
compressed  into  cylinders  at  800  lbs.  pressure  to  the  square 
inch.  In  the  manufacture  of  aerated  waters,  Mr.  Maben 
believes  there  is  a  great  future  for  the  compressed  gas, 
its  advantages  being  purity,  safety,  and  convenience. 
H3  referred  to  the  disadvantages  of  preparing  the  gas 
as  required,  especially  the  presence  in  it  of  air  and 
nitrous  acid.  The  chief  objection  urged  against  com- 
pressed CO.  is  its  cost,  and  about  this  the  author  said 
compressed  gas  is  supplied  at  2'{d.  per  lb ,  which,  with 
discount  deducted,  is  about  25/.  per  ton.  The  carriage  of 
the  cylinders  is  extra,  and  varies  according  to  distance.  In 
his  own  case  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  carriage  of 
the  two  sources  of  the  gas  is  about  3i!.  per  ton  of  CO.,,  thus 
making  the  CO.  cost  231.  per  ton,  as  against  the  rjrime  cost 
of  soda  and  acid,  which  is  not  less  than  22Z.,  without 
counting  the  cost  of  labour  in  preparing  the  gas  and  of  the 
apparatus  to  make  it.  Speaking  of  aeration,  the  author 
said  that,  from  data  carefully  taken  in  the  actual 
procsss  of  bottling,  1  lb.  of  gas  carbonates  7|  dozen  large 
bottles  at  100  lbs.  pressure  at  40°  F.,  and  six  dozen  at  a  pres- 
sure of  130  lbs.  at  the  same  temperature.  In  summer,  when 
the  water  is  rarely  under  50°,  the  volume  of  C02  taken  up 
is  nearly  33  per  cent.  less.  Taking  one  season  with 
another  and  remembering  that  the  summer  trade  is  three- 
fourths  of  the  year's  turnover,  he  estimated  a  fair  average 
to  be  that  1  lb.  of  CO.  carbonates  eight  dozen  large  bottles. 
This  works  out  to  17,y20  dozen  bottles  per  ton  of  CO.,,  and 
means  a  saving  of  61  by  the  soda  and  vitriol  process, 
without  reckoning  for  labour,  breakage  of  carboys,  &c. 

Mr.  Maben  next  spoke  about  the  manufacture  of  acetylene, 
and  the  methods  recently  adopted  for  the  production  of  cal- 
cium carbide  on  the  commercial,  scale.  Much  of  the  information 
given  was  derived  from  the  lectures  of  Professor  Vivian  Lewes. 
Speaking  of  its  explosive  properties  the  author  remarked  that 
it  was  said  to  form  dangerous  and  explosive  compounds 
with  copper  and  copper  alloys,  but  it  had  been  shown  that 
unless  the  acetylene  contains  appreciable  quantities  of 
moisture  and  ammonia  its  action  on  copper  is  practically  nil, 
whilst  with  brass  no  appreciable  action  takes  place.  It  is 
also  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  danger  from  explosion 
from  a  leakage  is  greater  with  acetylene  than  coal-gas.  If 
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the  leak  be  from  a  burner  left  op?n  by  mistake,  the  quantity 
of  acetylene  that  escapes  is  very  much  less  than  that  of 
coal  gas  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  burner  employed. 
Coal-gas  has  a  specific  gravity  of  0  4,  whilst  acetylene 
wtighs  0  9,  so  that  the  rate  of  diffusion  through  a  crack  in 
a  pipe  is  3  of  the  coal-gas  to  2  of  acetylene,  consequently 
the  latter  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  more  dangerous  to 
propsrty  than  the  former.*  There  is  one  precaution  which 
should  be  taken  in  the  generation  of  acetylene.  When 
calcium  carbide  and  water  react  on  each  other  great  heat  is 
developed,  and  if  the  carbide  is  in  excess  the  temperature 
often  rises  to  a  dangerous  point,  causing  some  of  the 
acetylene  to  form  hydrocarbons  of  a  condensible  character, 
sometimes  reaching  a  temperature  which  causes  explosive 
decomposition  of  the  gas,  but  the  generators  are  so  made  as 
to  keep  the  temperature  within  perfectly  safe  limits  during 
the  action. 

The  lantern-illustrations  were  exhibited  by  a  biunial 
lantern,  in  one  lamp  of  which  the  limelight  was  employed, 
and  in  the  other  acetylene.  The  advantage,  so  far  as 
illuminating-power  is  concerned,  seemed  to  be  distinctly  in 
favour  of  the  limelight,  although  a  good  illumination  cculd 
be  got  from  the  use  of  acetylene.  After  the  meeting,  Mr. 
Walker,  the  Glasgow  agent  of  Messrs.  Reid  Holliday  &  Sons, 
exhibited  the  acetylene-generating  apparatus  in  operation. 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

The  first  part  of  the  meeting  on  November  26 — Mr.  J.  Jones. 
(Piesident)  in  the  chair — was  devoted  to 

Dispensing  Queries. 
Mr.  Wokes  showed  prescription— 

Ferri  quiuina?  cit. . .       ..  gr.  xl. 

Liq.  ammon.  acetatis      . .       ..  ..  Si^s. 

Syr.  aurantii       . .       ..       . .       ..  3Mj. 

Aquas  ai  M      »•       ..  Svj. 

M.  Ft.  mist. 
Sd.  5£s.  ter  die. 

— from  which,  on  mixing,  the  quinine  separated.  The 
cause  was  that  the  liq.  ammon.  acet.  was  alkaline,  and  on, 
adding  a  slight  excess  of  acetic  acid  the  mixture  remained 
clear. 

Mr.  Cowley  observed  that  the  cause  of  liq.  ammon.  acet. 
being  so  often  alkaline  when  made  by  B.P  method  was  that 
the  acetic  acid,  B  P.,  often  sent  out  by  wholesale  houses  was 
deficient  in  strength,  and  so  an  excess  of  carbonate  of 
ammonia  remained  in  the  finished  liquor. 

Mr.  Wyatt,  jun.,  considered  the  most  fruitful  cause  or 
liq.  ammon.  acet,  being  alkaline  was  that,  even  when  work- 
ing carefully  and  heating  the  solution  to  remove  the  dissolved 
CO.,,  traces  remained,  giviDg  a  pink  colour  to  litmus  paper- 
even  in  the  presence  of  excess  of  ammonia  carbonate.  If 
tincture  of  cochineal  were  used  as  an  indicator  of  neutrality, 
the  slightest  excess  of  carbonate  would  give  a  wine-red 
colour  unaffected  by  CO,,.  The  neutral  acetate  and  the 
subacetate  of  lead  are  also  good  for  arriving  at  the  neutral 
point,  if  used  according  to  Barnard  S.  Proctor's  method, 
given  in  that  useful  little  book,  "  A  Manual  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Testing."  Care  in  the  making  of  liq.  ammon  acet. 
is  necessary,  for  if  an  alkaline  liquor  be  used  as  an  ingre- 
dient of  an  eye-lotion  it  causes  considerable  pain,  whereas 
a  slightly  acid  liquor  is  not  quite  such  a  great  evil. 

Mr.  H.  S  Pierson,  in  dispensing  a  gargle  containing  borax 
and  cocaine  bydrcchlorate  recently,  observing  a  precipitate 
of  cocaine  caused  by  the  alkaline  borax,  had  added  boric 
acid,  which  dissolved  the  precipitate  and  made  a  good- 
looking  mixture.  This  was  agreed  to  as  being  justifiable, 
and  Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell  said  he  had  also  drawn  the 


•  As  false  security  is  the  greatest  danger,  we  may  point  out  that  the  limits 
of  explosion  for  mixtures  of  coal-gas  and  air  and  acetylene  and  air  show 
the  latter  to  he  the  more  explosive.  The  limits  for  coal-gas  are  6  per 
cent,  and  29  per  cent ,  and  for  acetylene  3  per  cent,  and  82  per  cent.—/'.'- , 
the  explosiveness  of  coal-gas  may  be  expressed  as  23  and  of  acetylene  as 
79.  The  percentages  are  those  of  Professor  Clowes,  and  in  addition  to  the 
explosive  property  of  acetylene,  the  danger  involve  1  in  its  endothermic 
character  must  be  reckoned  with.— Ed.  C.  .(■  D. 
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membBrs'ai'teation  to  a  similar  reaction  of  cocaine  some  time 
since. 

Algerian  Drugs. 

Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden*  showed  soma  materia  medica 
specimens  brought  from  Algeria  by  a  medical  friend,  Dr, 
€.  R.  Stewart.  One  was  the  dried  Gijmnema  sylvestre,  N.O. 
Asclepiadim  used  as  a  remedy  for  snake-bite.  The  fresh 
leases  have  the  property  when  chewed  of  preventing  the 
taste  of  saccharine  matter,  bat  this  is  not  the  case  with  the 
dried  leaves.  The  active  principle,  gymnemic  acid,  is  stated 
by  Quirini  to  be  effective  for  disguising  the  taste  of  bitter 
drugs;  a  J-per-cent.  solution  with  a  little  alcohol  being  used 
for  rinsing  the  mouth  out  before  taking  the  medicine.  He 
also  showed  a  specimen  of  henna,  the  dried  leaves  of 
Lamsonia  inermis,  used  to  stain  the  nails,  &c,  and  supposed 
to  be  the  camphire  of  the  Scriptures. 

Mr.  Wyatt  said  he  had  sold  henna  in  France  as  a  hair- 
dye,  to  obtain  the  golden-brown  colour  so  fashionable  of 
late. 

In  Lighter  Vein. 

Mr.  Chj.ri.E3  Sharp,  F.L.S.  thei  ready  a  racv  paper 
entitled  '  The  Romance  of  a  Chemist's  Shop."  His  story 
was  based  on  the  model  of  an  old  Chinese  drug-store  in  the 
Society's  Museum,  and  though  it  had  little  or  no  connection 
with  pharmacy  beyond  the  title,  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the 
audience. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  Thursday,  November  26,  the 
president  (Mr.  C.  Morley)  in  the  chair,  a  lecture  was  given 
by  Mr.  J.  R.  Jackson,  A.L.S.,  Curator  of  Museum,  Royal 
Gardens,  Kew,  entitled 

Palms  and  their  Products. 

The  lecture,  which  was  illustrated  by  a  large  number  of 
specimens  and  photographs,  failed  to  attract  so  large  an 
audience  as  it  deserved.  This  must  ba  attributed  to  the 
■fact  that  the  Paarmaceutical  Football  Club  smoking-concart 
was  fixad  for  the  same  evening.  Mr.  Jackson  stated  that  at 
Kew  they  dealt  with  every  known  vegetable  product,  and  it 
was  therefore  conceivable  that  drugs  came  in  for  only  a  pro- 
portional share  of  attention,  thsir  number  being  small 
compared  with  industrial  products.  They  received  applica- 
tions for  advice  concerning  the  name,  origin,  and  utility  of 
products  collected  by  geographers  and  even  Egyptologists. 
The  latter  sometimes  sent  fragments  of  woods  and  fruits 
which  had  lost  all  trace  of  cellular  structure,  and  which 
crumbled  to  dust  on  being  pressed.  A  large  amount  of 
work  was  done  for  the  merchants  of  London  and  Liverpool 
in  finding  out  the  precise  properties  of  oil  seeds,  particularly 
as  to  whether  they  are  poisonous,  so  that  purchasers  may  be 
on  their  guard  in  the  u=e  of  the  residue  tor  cattle  feeding. 
Even  they,  at  Kew,  sometimes  make  mistakes,  and  he 
mentioned  an  instance.  The  mesquit  bean  of  Arizona  is  a 
useful  forage  plant.  Some  seeds  were  obtained  and  pro- 
pagated at  Kew,  but  by  some  error  the  seeds  propagated 
were  those  of  an  allied  poisonous  species  and  these  were 
distributed  to  various  colonial  stations  with  the  result  that 
many  horses  and  neat  cattle  were  poisoned. 

Mr.  Jackson  then  gave  a  summary  of  the  palm  family, 
which  numbers  some  1,100  species.  There  is  no  natural 
order  which  yields  so  great  a  variety  of  products  as  palms, 
and  so  few  of  medicinal  use.  Palms  are  a  tropical  family, 
and  Chamcerops  humilis  is  the  only  true  European  species. 
He  then  described  the  habits  of  the  plants,  and  some  of  their 
products. 

Sago  is  a  collective  term.  It  is  obtained  from  the  fruits 
of  an  Indian  species,  and  from  the  pith  of  the  Javan  species. 
A  saccharine  flaid  is  obtained  from  the  spathe  of  the  Indian 
sago  palm,  which  is  used  as  a  source  of  sugar  and  also  for 
making  "  toddy  "  or  palm  wine.  The  starch,  separated  by 
various  mechanical  methods,  is  converted  into  the  granules 
of  commerca  by  heating  and  stirring  on  hot  plates,  or  by 
sieves.  The  yield  from  a  single  tree  sometimes  amounts  to 
several  hundred  pounds  weight.  Sigo-meal  is  the  starch 
which  has  not  baen  granulated  ;  it  is  made  into  biscuits  by 
the  natives.  Specimens  of  these  biscuits  ware  shown. 
D:agon's-blood  is  a  resin  sacrated  on  the  fruits  of  a  palm  ; 


the  fruits  are  shaken  in  a  sieve,  the  separated  resin  is  then 
heated,  when  it  can  be  moulded  into  cakes. 

Wax  palms.  Specimens  of  the  trunk  of  Ceroxylon  andicola 
covered  with  excreted  wax  were  shown,  also  a  lump  of 
Carnauba  wax,  obtained  from  the  leaves  of  Copernicia 
cerifera,  the  method  of  collecting  the  wax  being  explained. 

Palm  oil,  from  Elacis  guineensis,  is  obtained  from  the 
pulpy  portion  of  the  fruit  by  boiling  with  wafer  and  skimmiDg 
off  the  floating  fat.  A  white  oil  is  obtained  by  pressing  the 
kernel. 

The  lecturer  then  handed  round  specimens  of  raw  fibres 
and  articles  manufactured  from  them,  giving  in  each  case  a 
brief  account  of  the  origin,  method  of  preparation,  &c.  He 
showed  a  large  number  of  cocoa-nut  products  including  the 
dried  sliced  kernel  known  in  commerca  as  copra,  used  for 
expressing  the  oil. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Gedrge  Roe,  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  Glode 
Guyer,  and  carried. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR^ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 
"  Counter- prescribing  "  was  the  subject  of  a  debate 
among  the  members  of  this  Association  on  November  25. 
Mr.  P.  M.  Short,  M  B.  (of  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co  )  was 
in  the  chair,  and  amongst  ether  visitors  were  Dr.  Griffiths 
(of  Haywards  Heath),  Mr.  Gostling  (of  Diss),  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  Mr.  R.  A.  Cripps,  &c.  The  Pbesi- 
dent  of  the  Association  (Mr.  A.  T.  Jeeves)  spoke  in  favour 
of  counter-presciibing  a3  usually  practised  in  the  treatment 
of  simple  ailments.  The  public  must  be  the  judges,  as  it  is 
their  interest  that  is  affected,  either  beneficially  or  other- 
wise ;  but  judging  by  the  amount  of  prescribing  done  by 
chemists  it  appeared  that  the  public  do  not  object  to  it  It 
must  be  better  for  a  chemist  who  sees  the  patient  to  make 
up  a  mixture,  or  whatever  it  might  be,  than  to  sell  him  a 
patent  or  proprietary  medicine,  the  maker  of  which  never 
does  see  them.  Doctors  and  medical  coroners  are  always 
ready  to  make  the  worst  of  occasional  unfortunate  cases  to 
the  chemists'  detriment.  But  why,  because  a  few  have 
overstepped  the  line,  should  the  whole  body  be  condemned  ? 

Mr.  W  Howes,  who  led  on  the  opposite  side,  argued  that 
the  practice  was  not  only  against  the  law,  but  was  a  moral 
iniquity.  The  fact  that  some  people  prefer  to  go  to  the 
chemist  for  advice  does  not  mitigate  the  wrong.  A  chemist 
is  not  able  to  sufficiently  discriminate  between  various 
cases,  and  in  dealing  with  a  minor  ailment  might  often  do 
grievous  hurt  to  a  deeper- seated  disease,  which  his  un- 
practised ey8  had  not  detected. 

Dr.  Griffiths  took  part  in  the  discussion,  and  said  it 
was  very  difficult  for  a  chemist  to  differentiate  a  minor  from 
a  serious  ailment,  because  the  symptoms  are  often  dispro- 
portionate to  the  real  facts,  and  often  do  not  indicate  the 
malady  at  all.  Ha  thought  that  it  was  a  proper  subject  for 
debate,  inasmuch  as  the  practice  was  very  prevalent.  In 
counter-prescribing  chemists  were  really  risking  injury  to 
others.  He  could  give  many  illustrations  of  unfortunate 
cases  that  had  happened.  That  the  public  upheld  the  prac- 
tice was  not  sufficient  to  make  it  right  Diagnosis  cannot  be 
properly  made  without  examination,  and  this  the  chemist  has 
not  the  knowledge  to  attempt.  He  had  heard  the  argument 
that  "  If  doctors  dispense,  why  should  not  chemists  pre- 
scribe ?  "  The  answer  to  that  was  that  it  is  perfectly  legal 
for  a  doctor  to  dispense  his  medicines,  but  it  is  not  so  for 
chemists  to  prescribe 

Mr.  Gostling  said  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  were 
quite  in  opposition  to  the  practice  of  counter-prescribing. 
It  was  their  aim  to  raise  the  status  of  the  Society  by  every 
means  in  thsir  power.  He  did  not  think  that  chemists 
ought  to  attempt  prescribing,  seeing  that  they  have  no 
training  for  it.  Chemists  would  be  studying  their  own 
interests  if  they  stuck  to  their  own  profession  and  made 
themselves  proficient  in  it  instead  of  meddling  with  another 
profession. 

Mr.  Cripps  supported  Dr.  Griffiths's  remarks,  and  after 
Mr.  Jeeves  and  Mr.  Howes  had  replied,  the  Chairman,  in 
closing  the  debate,  said  he  had  met  with  all  sorts  and  con- 
ditions of  doctors  and  pharmacists,  and  had  found  that  this 
question  was  a  very  aggravated  one.  Chemists  send  patient  s 
to  doctors,  and  the  doctors  dispense  their  own  medicines, 
and  this  does  the  chemist  out  of  what  he  naturally  expects. 
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The  chemist  dees  not  impress  upon  the  public  tbat  he  5s 
e  mal  to  a  doctor,  and  the  public  do  not  look  upon  him  as 
such. 

AtGer  votes  of  thanks  had  been  passed,^ Mr.  Short  offered 
a  copy  of  Remington's  "  Pharmacy  "  as  a  prize  for  com- 
pe.ition  amongst  the  members,  in  any  subject  the  committee 
might  select. 

A  vote  of  condolence  was  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Savage, 
and  seconded  by  tbe  President  (Mr.  Jeeves),  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Gibson  (President  Brighton  Senior  Association)  on  tbe  death 
of  h's  son,  Mr  A.  W.  Gibson,  who  died  on  November  22  at 
St.  Moritz,  Eogadine,  in  his  21st  year.  This  is  the  second 
son  Mr.  Gibson  ha9  lost  in  the  course  of  a  few  months. 


MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  a  meetirg  held  on  November  25,  Mr.  H  S.  Lawton  (P/esi- 
dent)  in  the  cbair,  a  paper  on  "  The  Assimilation  of  Foods  " 
was  given  by  Mr.  Harby  Jessop.  Tbe  lecturer  cn  this 
occasion  dealt  only  with  tbe  kinds  of  food  requisite  for  the 
sustenance  of  lif.-.  Ha  proposed  to  contribute  a  second 
piper  la'er  in  the  session  dealing  with  assimilation. 

BRADFORD  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

At  tbe  meetirjg  of  this  Association  held  on  December  1. 
Mr.  Rimmiugton  in  the  chair,  a  discussion  took  place  on 
'•  Dispensing  by  Doctors."  Mr.  Gibson  first  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  present  condition  of  affairs;  while  Mr.  Dunn  moved 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  dispenring  of  prescriptions 
should  as  far  as  practicable  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
qualified  chemists.  After  several  gentlemen  had  spoken, 
tbis  was  carried  with  only  one  dissentient. 


THE  PHARMACY  ACT. 
No  Case. 


At  the  Barrow  County  Court  on  November  26,  before  Judge 
SteavensoD,  the  case  of  tne  Pharmaceutical  Society  r.  F.  J. 
Pratt  was  heard.  Mr.  T.  R.  Grey  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs', 
and  Mr.  Wade-on  for  the  defendant,  'lhe  plaintiffs  claimed 
5/.  as  a  penalty  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  incurred  through 
itae  alleged  sale  of  a  scheduled  poison  by  an  unregistered 
person.  The  alb  gation  was  that  the  defendant,  who  is  in 
lhe  employ  of  tne  North- Western  Drug-stores,  sold  to  a 
customer  a  bottle  of  Winslow's  soothing  sjrup,  which  con- 
tained morphia,  this  being  one  of  the  scheduled  poisons. 
Mr.  Grey  said  is  was  a  more  serious  case  than  usual,  inas- 
much as  in  June  last  the  defendant  was  sued  for  a  similar 
penalty,  and  fined  51 ,  consequently  he  knew  that  he  tad 
no  right  to  sell  these  poisons. 

Arthur  Faulds  said  he  purchased  a  bottle  of  Winslow's 
soothing-syrup,  from  the  North- Wtsteru  Drug-stoies,  Caven- 
dish Square. 

At  this  stage,  Mr.  Wadeson  intervened,  and  said  he  1  bought 
he  could  considerably  shorten  the  case.  He  asked  the 
gentleman  who  had  served  the  bottle  to  sland  up,  and  Mr. 
William  Henry  Keeton,  in  the  employ  of  the  drug-stores-, 
did  so,  and  was  recognised  by  the  witness  &9  the  person  who 
supplied  the  soothing  syi up.  Mr.  Wadoson  said  tbat  Mr. 
Kaeton  was  a  duly  registered  and  qualified  chemist,  aud  it 
was  he  who  supplied  the  sootbing-syrup.  He  (Mr.  Wadeson) 
was  afraid  theie  had  been  a  serious  miscarriage  of  justice, 
inasmuch  as  the  F.  J.  Pratt  who  had  been  made  the  defendant 
— and  was  sutd  on  the  last  occasion — was  only  a  boy  in 
the  employ  of  the  company,  and  when  the  last,  penalty  was 
inflicted — viz,  51 — and  paid,  the  lad  did  not  know  whether 
he  had  sold  the  stuff  or  not,  but  thinking  he  might  have 
done  so,  the  penalty  was  paid.  There  was  no  doubt,  however, 
that  it  was  Mr.  Keeton  who  supplied  it,  as  the  witness  had 
identified  him  as  having  served  him  on  the  last  occasion, 
Since  theo,  the  greatsst  care  was  taken  that  the  lad  Pratt 
did  not  sill  out  any  bottles  that  came  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act  He  (Mr.  Wadeson)  did  not  know 
whether  his  friend  was  going  to  carry  the  case  any  further. 

Mr.  Grcy  said  had  he  been  aware  of  tbe  facts,  the  case 
would  ne\e;  have  been  brought  —  Judgment  for  defendant. 


CHEMISTS  IN  THE  COURT. 

At  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Staikie^ 
chemist,  sought  to  enforce  a  judgment-debt  against  a. 
defendant  named  McDonald  in  respect  of  money  lent  to  the. 
defendant.    An  order  for  payment  in  a  week  was  made. 


At  the  same  court,  tbe  case  of  Carrirgtcn  v.  Unwin  was 
heard,  in  which  the  plaintiff  sought  to  enforce  payment  of  a 
judgment-debt  in  respect  of  goods  supplied  to  the  order  of 
tbe  defendant,  who  was  described  as  a  chemist  in  a  good 
way  of  business  at  Kentish  Town.  The  debtor  did  not 
appear,  and  an  order  was  made  for  payment  in  a  month, 
subject  to  committal  in  default. 


THE   PAREGORIC-TABLET  DISPUTE. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  Wednesday,  before  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  and  Lords  Justices  Lindley  and  A.  L.  Smith, 
the  case  of  Rowland  r  Michell  came  on  for  hearing,  on 
appeal  by  the  defendant  from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Romer, 
who  had  granted  an  injunction  restraining  the  defendant 
from  selling  cough-lczenges  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  to  the 
belief  that  they  were  of  the  plaintiffs  manufacture,  and 
dismissing  a  motion  of  the  defendant's  for  tbe  rectification 
of  the  register  of  trade-marks  and  designs  by  striking  off 
the  plaintiff's  trade- mark.  The  plaintiff's  trade- mark  con- 
sisted of  a  portrait  in  an  oval  and  the  words  "The  New 
Conqueror;  Never  Known  (o  Fail"  The  essential  part  of 
tbe  trade- mark  was  stated  to  be  the  portrait,  the  plaintiff 
disclaiming  exclusive  right  to  the  words.  The  plaintiff  sold 
"Army  and  Navy  Paregoric  Tablets"  in  packages  of  a 
certain  kitd,  on  the  wrappers  of  which  was  the  descrip- 
tion "Rowlard's  Army  and  Navy  Paregoric  Tablets,"  with- 
address,  price,  and  directions  for  u:e  The  defendant  bad 
bought  his  business  from  a  man  named  Hoskins,  who  had 
formerly  betn  emplojed  by  tbe  plaintiff  to  manufacture  hh 
tablets,  but  who  had  subsequently  sold  others  in  opposition 
to  him,  and  had  been  warned.  The  defendant  alleged  that 
the  plaintiff  had  not  the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  the 
name  Aimy  and  Navy  Paregoric  Tablets,"  and  tbat  other 
manufacturers  bad  made  and  sold  under  that  name.  He 
also  disputed  the  validity  of  plaintiff's  trade  mark,  and 
further  said  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  proceeded  with  due 
diligence. 

Their  Lordships,  without  calling  upon  the  plaintiffs 
counsel,  dismissed  the  appeal,  with  costs. 


OBTAINING  MONEY  BY  FALSE  PRETENCES. 

On  Saturday  last,  at  the  Lichfield  Police  Court,  Joseph 
Edward  Brookbank,  who  gate  his  address  as  62  Qaeen's 
Road,  Wimbledon,  was  brought  up  on  remand,  charged  with 
obtaining  5s.  by  false  pretences  from  Mr.  A.  E  Marshall, 
chemist,  Bird  btreet,  Lichfield,  on  November  21.  The 
evidence  of  Mr.  Marshal),  the  prosecutor,  given  cn  the 
preceding  Monday,  was  read.  Mr.  Marshall  said:  "Tbe 
prisoner,  who  was  unknown  to  me,  came  to  my  shop  about 
5.15  on  Saturday  evening.  He  sail,  '  Good  evening,  Mr. 
Marshall ! '  and  put  out  his  hand  for  the  purpose  of  shaking 
bands.  I  hesitated,  and  the  prisoner  then  introduced  him- 
self, saying,  '  You  know  Mr.  Hoole  probably  better  than  me. 
I  am  Ernest  Thompson,  son  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Maw,  Son 
&  Thompson,  London.'  This  being  a  well  known  firm  of 
wholesale  chemists  in  London,  I  then  entered  into  conversa- 
tion with  the  prisoner,  and  asked  bim  whether  he  was  cn 
the  road  as  a  representative  of  that  firm.  He  replied  that 
he  was  merely  looking  the  customers  up  to  see  that  tbey 
were  not  nrglected.  I  am  a  customer  of  the  firm  and  I 
told  the  prisoner  that  I  knew  Mr.  Palmer  better  than  Mr. 
Hoole,  both  of  whom  are  travellers  for  Maw,  Son  &  Thomp- 
son. Prisoner  then  said  that  he  had  come  over  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  the  city  and  the  cathedral,  and  that  he 
wanted  to  go  to  the  service  on  Sunday,  and  tbat  he  would 
like  me  to  go  for  a  drive  with  bim.  He  also  said  that  he 
had  been  to  Wolverhampton,  and  had  called  on  Mr.  Fl«  ming, 
a  first-class  chem'st  there.  Ha  was,  he  said,  staying  at  the 
George  Hotel,  LichBeld,  until  Monday  evening.  1  expressed 
turpi ise  that  prisoner  should  have  to  go  round  looking 
up  Mr.  Palmer,  who  worked  up  the  Midland  district,  and. 
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was  ore  ot  the  bast  of  travellers.  The  prisoner  replied  that 
he  was  only  doing  it  in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  inquired 
whether  I  wanted  anything— if  I  did  he  would  wire  Mr. 
Palmer  to  come  down  and  ate  me  in  the  following  week. 
The  prisoner  then  asked  me  if  I  would  mind  changiog  a 
cheque  for  him,  and  at  the  same  time  feeling  in  his  breast- 
pocket. I  asked  the  amount,  and  he  replied  that  it  was  1U 
Having  banked  that  morning,  I  told  him  I  cculd  not  oblige 
him,  bur.  I  would  try  to  get  the  cheque  cashed  for  him  out- 
side. Prisoner  said,  '  Oh,  no,  don't  trouble.  I  think  I  shall 
have  enough  to  last  me  until  Monday,  when  I  shall  hear 
from  o>  r  firm  1  The  prisoner  then  prepared  to  ieave,  bat 
whi  n  he  reached  the  door  he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket, 
and,  after  apparently  drawing  out  tome  money, 
said,  '  Oh.  you  have  rot  any  loose  silver  by  yoo,  have  you? 
Can  you  let  ms  have  5*  ,  as  1  den  t  think  I  have  enough  to 
carrj  me  through,  and  I  think  I  could  manage  with  that.  I 
will  gke  you  an  I  0  U  for  it '  Believing  that  he  was 
Ernest  Thompson,  son  of  Mr.  'ihompson,  of  Ihe  firm  men- 
tioned and  that  he  had  a  genuine  cheque  upon  him,  I  let 
him  have  the  money,  and  he  gave  me  this  I  O  U  : — '  I  O  U 
5s.  Ernest  ThomsoD.  21/11/98'  I  did  not  then  notice 
tint  the  prisoner  had  ss.elc  his  name  in  a  different  manner 
from  the  firm,  hvsiog  left  the  'p'  out  of  Thompson.  As 
the  prisoner  left  the  shop,  however,  I  noticed  that 
bis  boots  were  shabby,  and  '  down  at  the  heels/  and 
this  aroused  my  suspicions,  and  I  watchtd  the  prisoi  er 
es  he  went  alorg  Bird  Street.  When  opposite  the 
George  Hotel,  the  prisoner  turned  round,  and  on  seeing 
me  at  my  shop  door,  he  immedia'ely  stepped  across 
the  road  towards  the  entrancs  of  the  hotel  I  then  went 
back  into  the  shop,  and  did  not  see  whether  the  prisoner 
went  into  the  hotel  cr  not.  Shortly  afterwards  I  made 
inquiries  at  the  George  Hotel,  and  foucd  that  the  gentleman 
whom  the  prisoner  had  represented  himself  to  be  was  not 
starirg  there,  neither  was  he  expected.  I  then  gave  infor- 
mation to  the  police,  atd  afterwards,  in  company  with 
Inspector  Pilliner,  I  went  lo  the  City  Railway  Station.  I 
found  the  pri-rner  on  the  platform,  si' ting  oa  one  of  the 
seats  there.  The  prisoner,  who  evidently  recognised  m3, 
asked  me  if  I  wished  to  spsak  to  biro,  and  I  replied  that  I 
wanted  my  5s  The  prisoner  then  asked  me  to  forgive  him,  and 
offered  me  4s.  lOd  and  1  oz.  of  tobicco.  I  took  the  mocey 
bat  cot  the  tobac;  o.  The  prisoner  said  he  was  a  gentleman 
by  birth  acd  eduoatior,  bat  was  now  in  great  distress.  He 
admitted  having  told  me  a  lie,  but  said  that  he  wanted  to 
see  his  brother,  and  that  was  the  only  way  he  could  get 
there.  Inspector  Pillener  then  came  forward  and  took  the 
prisoner  into  custody."  Witne's  now  added  tojhis  evidence: 
Soon  after  the  prisoner  came  into  my  sbop  he  apologised  for 
wearing  a  cap.  He  said  he  had  If  ft  his  silk  hat  atthe  hotel 
He  never  aorrally  produced  any  cheqoe  to  me;  he  put  his 
hand  to  his  pocket.  Charles  Lister,  foreman  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Messrs  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  said  :  The  prisoner  is 
not  in  the  employment  of  the  firm.  He  is  not  Ernest 
Thompson.  There  is  a  Henry  Thompson  in  New 
Zealand.  Mr  Thompson  his  five  sons.  The  prisoner 
is  not  a  son  of  Mr,  Thompson.  I  know  all  the  emplojus 
of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson, 
and  the  prisoner  is  not  in  their  employment  I  have  bsen 
in  their  service  over  thirteen  years.  Various  letters  have 
been  writ  en  to  and  the  prisoner's  photo  has  been  inserted 
in,  The  Chemist  and  Lruggi&t.  My  firm  have  received 
complaints  that  someone  had  been  representing  himself  to 
be  a  representative  of  the  film,  and  to  be  a  son  of  Mr 
Thompson.  About  seven  cr  eight  weeks  ago  I  saw  the 
prisoner  in  Aldersgate,  where  our  place  is.  He  said  he  was> 
employed  by  another  firm.  He  was  loitering  about  Atders- 
gate  Street  close  to  Goswell  Road.  When  I  saw  the 
prisoner  he  was  opposite  Messrs.  Lynch's  establishment. 
They  are  wholesale  chemical  warehousemen.  I  saw  him 
loitering  about,  and  took  pirticular  notice  of  him. 

Inspector  Pilliner  said  :  On  Saturday,  November  21, 1  went 
with  Mr.  Marshall  and  others,  at  6.40  P  M.,  to  Lichfield  City 
Station  in  search  of  the  prisoner.  On  the  platform  I  saw 
Mr  Marshall  talking  to  the  prisoner,  and  I  went  up  to  them 
and  said,  "  Is  this  the  man  1 "  Mr.  Marshall  said,  "  Yes." 
The  prisoner  said,  "  I  am  very  aorry  I  told  this  gentleman  a 
lie.  I  am  not  the  son  of  Mr.  Thompson,  bat  I  am  a  gentle- 
man by  birth  and  education."  I  said,  "  I  shall  charge  you 
with  obtaining  5s.  by  fraud  to-night  from  Mr.  Marshall." 


He  replied,  ''Yes."  I  then  took  him  into  the  noosing- office, 
where  I  searched  him  and  found  the  railway  ticket  produced, 
and  also  a  piece  of  blank  paper. 

7  he  Prisoner  :  I  am  destitute  and  have  been  thrust  entirely 
on  my  own  resources.  I  am  in  what  you  may  call  a  state  of 
genteel  poverty.  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  apology  to 
Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  that  I  used  their  name.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  they  will  be  merciful  and  that  they  will 
give  kind  consideiation  to  my  utterly  destitute  condition. 
My  father  and  mother  have  turned  against  me,  but  if  they 
knew  the  circumstances,  tbeir  hearts  would  soften  towards 
me.  I  feel  it  painfully  and  most  acutely.  I  am  a  young 
fellow,  and  I  have  tried  to  find  employment. 

The  prisoner  was  committed  to  take  his  trial  at  Stafford 
Assizes  He  was  tried  at  the  Stafford  Assizes  on  Wednew- 
day  last,  and  sentenced  to  six  months' imprisonment  with 
hard  labour. 


We  are  informed  by  Messrs.  Edwards  &  Son  that  Brcox- 
bank  (whose  portrait  they  recognise)  was  at  ens  time  in 
their  employment,  and  was  discharged  in  1889. 

THE  HARMONY  BOR&X  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
An  action  was  tried  in  the  Qaeen'd  Bench  Division  on 
Thursday,  before  Mr.  Justice  Charles  and  a  jury,  in  which 
Sell's  Advertising  Agency  sought  to  recover  84/  12s  9d  from 
Messrs.  Bishop  &  Co  ,  borax-makers,  for  advertisements  of 
borax  which  had  bsen  given  to  a  canvasser  by  the  defend- 
ants' manager,  or  e  Carpenter.  It  wai  proved  that,  at  the 
leqnest  of  Carpenter,  the  plaintiffs'  canvasser  ba.d 
agreed  to  share  his  commission  with  him.  The  defend- 
ants repudiattd  liability,  and,  after  hearing  evidence, 
his  Lordship  pat  the  following  questions  to  the  jury:  — Did 
Ca>ptnter  get  authority  from  defendants  to  give  the  order1) 
for  the  advertisements  1  The  jury  answered,  No.  Did  tbey 
put  Carpenter  into  such  a  position  that  the  canvasser  had  a 
rigVt  to  assume  that  he  was  right  in  taking  the  oiders?  lo 
this  the  jury  BEswered  in  the  affirmative,  and  added  that 
they  were  if  opinion  that  the  commission  given  by  Jenkinj 
influenced  the  orders.  In  the  end  a  ve.' diet  was  given  for 
plaintiffs  for  79^.  14s.  3d.,  but  his  Lordship  did  not  enter 
judgment  pending  ihe  argument  of  certain  legal  poiaJs, 
which  will  be  gone  into  at  a  future  date. 


Bankruptcies  ant>  jfaUnrea. 


Re  William  Henry  Kerr.  37  Deronda  Rw»,  Heme  Hill, 
late  of  9  New  Bond  Street,  W.,  Chemist. 

This  debtor  has  petitioned  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court, 
and  upon  the  application  of  his  solicitor,  Mr.  A.  W.  Weston, 
the  usual  receiving-order  was  made  last  Monday  by  the 
Registrar.  It  appears  that  the  debtor  sold  his  business  to  a 
company  about  a  year  ago,  and  has  since  acted  as  managiug 
director.  The  company  is  now  in  liquidation.  The  house 
at  Deronda  Read  is  rented  by  Mrs.  Kerr,  and  the  household 
furniture  is  held  under  a  hiring  agreement.  The  amount  of 
the  liability  was  not  stated. 


Re  Henry  M.  Caldwell,  late  of  Sydney,  N  S.W., 
Manufacturing  Chemist. 
The  receiving-order  in  this  case  was  made  on  January  29, 
1895.  A  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  on  November  30, 
btfore  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough,  Official  Receiver.  The  debtor  was) 
formerly  a  manufacturing  chemist  at  Sidney,  and  in  1888  he 
sold  his  business  to  the  Catlanah  Chemical  Work3  (Limited) 
for  25  COO/.  Heieceived  payment  in  shares,  which  he  sub- 
sequently gave  np  to  the  company  for  a  cash  payment  of 
about  2  000/.  In  the  same  year  he  became  interested  in  a 
hydro-oxygen  gas  company  at  Sydney,  which  he  financed  to 
the  extent  of  abont  1 .0002 ,  in  consideration  of  receiving  one- 
third  of  the  profits.  He  came  to  England  to  secure  certain 
patent-rights  for  the  company,  and  whilst  here  the  company 
at  Sydney  was  converted  into  a  limited  company.  The 
debtor  was  given  a  power  of  attortey  for  the  '  smpany,  and 
had  offices  ard  workshops  at  11  Salisbury  Square,  E.G.,  until 
February,  1894,  wl  en  the  power  of  attorney  was  cancelled. 
Up  to  that  date  the  debtor  had  paid  about  14,000/.  on  behalf 
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of  the  company,  and  in  return  bad  only  received  certain 
f-bares  which  he  deposited  with  his  solicitors  as  a  lien  for 
their  costs  He  subsequently  commenced  an  action  to 
recover  14,000? ,  and  about  that  time  a  receiving-order  was 
made  against  him  on  a  creditor's  petition.  Litigation  had 
been  going  on,  and  the  creditors  were  now  called  to  consider 
nn  offer  which  had  been  received  to  enter  judgment  for 
4,000?.  against  the  company  by  consent,  the  amount  to  be 
reduced  in  the  event  of  payment  being  made  by  a  certain 
date.  After  discussion,  a  resolution  was  passed  to  accept 
the  company's  offer,  and  the  meeting  vvras  adjourned  for  two 
months. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Aston,  W.,  and  Gibb,  G.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Aston  &  Gibb,  Hands- 
worth  and  Birmingham,  surgeons.  i        ■■;  ^ 

Dodd,  H.,  and  Toseland,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Dodd  &  Toseland, 
Northampton,  mineral- water  manufacturers.  <    ■  )     -  H 

Elliot.  N.B.,  and  Thurstan,  E.  P.,  under  the  style  of  Elliot  &~ThuF7 
staa,  Denmark  Hill,  S.E..  general  medical  practitioners.      1     S  33 

Richards,  M.,  and  de  Segundo,  C.  S.,  under  the  style  of  Richards'*- 
de  -eg judo,  Mortimer  Street  and  j Wells  Street,  Marylebone, 'general 
medical  practitioners.  —  j 

Towerzy,  A.,  and  Whits,  J.  W..  under  the  style  of  GU?s,  S3hacht\t"" 
Cj.,  Clifton,  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1333  AND  1890. 
Adjudications. 

Gledhill,  Sarah  (recently  carrying  on  business  as  Jjhn  Gledhill), 
Halifax,  recently  carrying  on  business  as  a  dentist. 

Xaylor,  George  Henry  (trading  as  Naylor,  Smith  &  Co.,  late  trading" 
as  G.  H,  Naylor  &  Co.,  in  the  Receiving  Order  described  as  Naylor, 
Smith  St  Co.),  Longsight,  near  Manchester,  late  carrying  on  business 
as  a  manufacturing  eaecnist  at  Liverpool,  under  the  style  of  Naylor, 
Smith  &  Co.,  and  tailors'  trimmings  manufacturer,  Manchester, 
under  the  style  of  G.  H.  Naylor  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemist,  late 
tailors'  trimmings  manufacturer. 


^Deefc  of  Erranaement 

Smith,  John  Ord,  trading  as  "J.  Ord  Smith  &  Co.,"  Imperial  Buildings, 
Ludgate  Circus,  City,  and  residing  at  12  Knatchbull  Road,  Oamber- 
well,  chemist  Dated,  November  20:  filed,  November  27.  Secured 
creditors,  8037. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  5321.  4  s.  67.  Resolution  to 
accept  a  composition  of  15s.  in  the  pound,  payable  by  three  equal 
instalments,  at  six,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months  respectively  from 


November  20, 1395,  to  lie  guaranteed  by  a  surety.  The  following  are 
scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Baiss  Brothers,  London   33  0  0 

Barclay  &  Sods,  Loudon   14  0  0 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London    34  0  0 

Blyton,  Astley  &  Co.,  Manchester    10  0  0 

Burrough,  Jam°s.  London    11  0  0 

Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  London   21  0  0 

Butler  &  Crispe,  London   66  0  0 

Curtis  &  Brookes,  London    11  0  0 

General  Property  &  Trust  Company,  London        . .  170  0  0 

Hay,  J.  B.,  &  Co.,  London    11  0  0 

Hooper,  Bartlett,  &.  Co.,  Londou    21  0  0 

Idris  &  Co..  Londou    28  0  0 

Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  London    16  0  0 

Meggeson  &  Co.,  London    14  0  0 

Pilverlock,  H.,  London   28  0  0 

Seagrave  Brothers,  London    14  0  0 

Rates  and  Taxes   19  0  0 


Choice  Flow*R3. — The  following  are  extracts  from  ths 
•note-books  of  a  class  on  Economic  Botany  held  during  the 
past  summer  not,  a  hundred  miles  from  Cannon  Street : — ."  Lac 
is  used  ia  the  manufacture  of  French  porridge."  "  Linseed 
is  much  used  medicinally  for  colds  and  sour  throats" 
"  Mastic  is  used  for  delajing  toothache."'  "  Gutta  percha  is 
used  for  covering  the  wires  of  cablegrams." 


Somerset  Drug  Company  (Limited). — It  was  resolved 
on  November  3,  and  the  resolution  was  confirmed  on 
November  18,  "  That  the  company  be  wound  up."  Mr.  B.  C. 
Board,  solicitor,  of  Burnham,  was  appointed  liquidator,  and 
a  meeting  is  appointed  to  be  held  at  Mr.  Beard's  office  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Burnham,  on  January  4,  at  3  p.m. 

F.  Bayer  &  Co. — The  shareholders  in  the  Elber- 
feld  Colour- works,  formeily  F.  Bayer  &  Co.,  have  de- 
cided to  increase  the  share-capital  of  the  factory  from 
9,000  000m.  to  11,000,000m.,  by  the  issue  of  2,000  shares  of 
1,000m.  each.  The  new  shares  will  bear  a  dividend  from 
January  1,  1897,  and  it  is  a  condition  that  they  shall  not  be 
placed  on  the  market  below  the  parity  of  197^  per  cent 

Bovril  and  Johannis  — We  are  requested  by  the  direc- 
tors of  Bovril  to  "flatly  contradict "  the  statement  made 
by  the  Daily\  Mail  that  the  Johannis  Water  Company  is 
to  be  amalgamated  with  Bovril.  It  was  stated  that  Bovril 
being  a  winter  drink,  while  Johannis  is  more  of  a  summer 
beverage,  travellers  could  be  employed  for  both  companies', 
and  expenses  saved.  The  error  probably  occurred  from 
noticing  that  two  of  the  Johannis  directors  are  on  the  Bovril 
board. 

The  Maypole  Company  (Limited)  is  to  be  offered  to 
the  public  and  the  trade  next  week.  A  prospectus  appears 
this  week  arnoDg  our  advertisements.  The  capital  is  to  be 
200.000Z ,  one-fourth  of  which  is  to  be  in  7- per- cent,  pre- 
ference shares.  Mr.  V.  M.  Holt-Beever,  the  Chairman,  and 
Mr.  Arthur  H.  Deakin,  the  managing  director,  of  the  Maypole 
Soap  Syndicate ;  Mr.  L.  O.  Johnson,  of  Fassett  &  Johnson, 
British  depot  for  Sapolio ;  Mr.  Ernest  C.  Bliss,  of  Mellin's 
Food;  and  Mr.  George  Gray,  of  Clarke,  Nickolls  &  Coombs, 
form  the  directorate.  The  Maypole  soap,  which  cleanses 
and  dyes  at  the  same  time,  was  only  introduced  to  the  public 
in  January  last ;  and  the  sales  are  certified  to  have  been 
10,327  dozen  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  29,508  dozen 
in  the  second  quarter,  and  59,042  dozen  in  the  quarter  ending 
September  30  last.  Messrs.  Izai  d  &  Izard,  trade  accountants, 
of  52  Gracechurch  Street,  calculate  that  the  profits  on  the 
basis  of  current  expenditure  should  yield  27,058Z.  per  annum, 
which  would  allow  for  payment  of  the  preference  dividend, 
and  12  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  leaving  a  good 
margin  for  administrative  expenses.  The  vendors  are  to  be 
paid  150  000Z.  in  cash  or  shares  for  the  property  ;  and  they 
are  willing  to  take  the  whole  amount  in  shares. 

Boots'  (Limited). — The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  this 
company  was  held  at  the  George  Hotel,  Nottingham,  on 
November  30.  Alderman  James  Duckworth,  J. P.,  Chairman 
of  the  company,  presided,  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  an  abstract  of  which  has  already  been  published.  In 
the  course  of  his  speech  he  said  the  profit  and  loss  account 
showed  a  net  profit  of  1,600Z.  more  than  last  year.  That  was 
in  excess  of  anticipations,  but  bade  fair  to  be  continued  on 
the  same  scale  of  improvement  during  the  current  year,  as 
there  were  no  signs  of  the  business,  even  at  the  oldest  set  of 
shops,  having  attained  a  maximum,  whilst  the  new  additions 
continued  to  thrive,  and  the  three  large  establishments  under 
preparation  at  Burton,  Bedford,  and  Cambridge  were 
expected  to  be  collectively  a  source  of  a  large  increase  in  the 
company's  revenue.  They  were  concentrating  their  efforts 
almost  solely  on  those  three  important  undertakings,  in 
towns  they  already  served,  with  a  view  to  ge'tiDg  them 
open  as  soon  as  possible,  and  had,  therefore,  no  extensions 
in  towns  new  to  them  to  announce.  They  had  assigned  500Z. 
to  a  special  fund  for  the  benefit  of  their  branch  managers. 
The  business  was  in  a  prosperous  condition  in  every  depart- 
ment, and  was  also  in  a  sound  and  satisfactory  financial 
position,  the  assets  amounting  to  160,000^.,and  the  liabilities 
to  less  than  26  000Z.  Mr.  Houghton  seconded,  and  the  motion 
was  carried  nem.  eon.  Aid.  Duckworth  was  re  elected  a 
director,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Thorpe,  of  Nottingham,  was  also 
elected  to  the  Board.  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the 
Chairman,  and  also  to  Mr.  Jesse  Boot,  the  managing  directoi, 
of  whose  services  the  Chairman  spoke  in  eulogistic  terms. 
Mr.  Parsons  seconded,  and  remarked  that  Mrs.  Boot  also  had 
done  a  great  deal  towards  helping  the  company.  Mr.  Boot 
replied  feelingly,  saving  he  would  continue  to  do  his  best 
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42  CANNON  STREET,  E.G.,  December  3. 

BUSINESS  has  been  quiet  since  our  last  report,  not  only 
in  drugs,  but  also  in  heavy  chemicals,  drysalteries,  Sec. 
In  heavy  chemicals  the  principal  alterations  of  the  week 
have  been  a  decline  of  Id.  in  English  reSned  and  about  l\d. 
on  foreign  refined  camphor.  Coal-tar  products  are  generally 
extremely  firm,  and  carbolic  acid  tends  decidedly  upwards. 
Cream  of  tartar  is  again  somewhat  easier.  Glycerine  rather 
firmly  held.  Quinine  neglected  without  further  chaDge. 
Arsenic  continues  to  be  particularly  firm.  Podophyllin 
can  no  longer  be  had  at  last  week's  prices.  Chrysarobin 
may  decline  a  little  owing  to  moderate  arrivals  of 
araroba.  Chlorate  of  potash  and  prussiate  of  potash 
easier.  Citric  acid  dull,  and  tartaric  is  again  easier. 
In  drugs,  belladonna- root  remains  very  firm.  Crude  cam- 
phor is  declining.  Cardamoms  remain  very  scarce  and 
extremely  dear.  Gantian-root  scarce  and  tending  upwards. 
Gum  acacia  in  demand  for  good  Persian,  but  all  other 
varieties  were  extremely  dull  at  to-day's  auctions.  Gum 
mastic  tending  lower.  Mandrake-root  advancing.  Menthol 
has  improved.  Castor  oil  firmly  held.  Scammony-root 
has  sold  at  somewhat  lower  rate3.  Star  anise  easier 
or  arrival,  but  dearer  on  the  spot.  Tragacanth  sold  without 
reserve  to-day  at  full  prices.  Vanilla  remains  dearer,  fine 
qualities  especially  bringing  high  prices.  Musk  is  reported 
dearer  again.  In  essential  oils,  star  anise  has  sold  at  lower 
prices  for  delivery,  but  closes  firmer.  Peppermint  oil 
generally  firm ;  Japanese  somewhat  dearer.  Ipecacuanha 
held  for  steady  prices.  In  rhubarb  a  fair  business  has  been 
done  at  firm  rates.  Cod-liver  oil  dull  and  tending  easier;  ergot 
of  rye  becoming  scarce  and  higher.  Calumba  firmly  held. 
In  drysalteries,  &o  ,  we  have  to  report  that  shellac  is  some- 
what lower.  Turmeric  firmly  held.  Japan  wax  offering 
easier  for  arrival.  Cochineal  quieting  down.  Cocoa-butter 
slightly  lower.  Camphor  steady,  bat  spices  dull.  Zanzibar 
cloves  and  rough  Cochin  ginger  cheaper.  Oils  mostly  tend- 
ing downwards,  linseed,  rape,  and  cotton-seed  oils  all  being 
lower.  Cocoa-nut  oil,  palm,  and  olive  oils  unchanged.  Tur- 
pentine also  easier,  and  petroleum  a  trifle  lower. 

There  was  a  surprise  in  store  for  the  quinine  manufacturers 
at  the  opening  of  the  public  tenders  for  the  supply  of  quinine 
Cutting  to  the  Dutch  Government  to  be  delivered 
Quinine  during  1897,  which  took  place  in  Amsterdam 
Prices.  on  Monday.    The  quantity  asked  for  was  600 

kilos,  of  "  Sulphas  chinine  puriss,"  answering  the  require- 
ments of  the  Dutch  Pharmacopoeia,  third  edition.  The 
combined  German  manufacturers  quoted  20403.  per  kilo., 
which  was  the  lowest  tender  but  one— viz..  that  of  Mr.  J.  de 
Ligt,  of  Amsterdam,  who  offered  to  supply  the  article  at 
15-40Q.  per  kilo.,  thus  underselling  the  German  makers  by 
about  25  per  cent.  The  extraordinary  discrepancy  in  these 
prices  has  given  rise  to  much  comment  among  firms 
interested  in  quinine.  It  is  not  known  which  is  the  factory 
that  has  outdone  the  combination.  Some  say  it  is  one  of 
the  new  Java  works  ;  others  believe  it  to  be  the  new  Paris 
factory,  but  the  first- named  guess  seems  most  likely  to  be 
correct.  Naturally  the  quinine  market  has  received  another 
blow  in  consequence  of  this  disclosure.  The  exports  of 
cinchona  bark  from  Java  during  November,  according  to  a 
telegram  just  received,  amount  to  909,000  half-kilos,  making 
a  total  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  9,189,000  half-kilos. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  cables  on  Thursday  afternoon 
that  Curacao  aloes  is  selling  in  second-hand  at  as  low  a 

figure  as  2f  c.  for  fair  quality.  Copaiba  balsam 
Cablegram.     firmly  held-  at       >•  for  Central  American,  and 

48c.  for  good  thin,  clean  Para.  Pane  balsam 
is  quoted  at  S'l.85c.  per  lb.    Cotton  seed  oil  has  declined  2c. 


per  gallon.  Several  American  drugs  are  scarce,  and  tending 
higher.  This  applies  especially  to  Mandrake  root,  Lobelia, 
Golden  seal  and  Blood- root.    Senega-root  is  very  firm. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday 
evening  that  the  disorganisation  of  bu-,iness  in  his  city 

continues.  The  strike  is  extending,  and  little 
Telegram.      shipping  can  be  done.    The  principal  change 

in  the  drug-market  is  a  slight  decline  in  re- 
fined Camphor,  which  now  offers  at  3  05m.  per  kilo.  Star- 
anise  is  dearer  at  2.20m.  per  100  kilos. 


Acids — Carbolic  acid  remains  very  strong,  at  8d.  per 
lb.  for  39-40°  C,  and  Id.  per  lb.  for  34-35J  C.  crystals. 
Crude,  75  per  cent.,  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  Id.  •  60  percent ,  2s.  Id.  to 
2s.  2d.  per  gallon.  Citric  unchanged,  at  Is  l{d.  Tartaric 
easier,  at  from  11  \d.  to  \2\d.  per  lb.  according  to  brand. 

Araroba. — The  Trent  has  brought  7  packages  from 
Santos  (Brazil)  this  week.  In  addition  to  tnis  there  have 
been  one  or  two  other  arrivals.  The  position  of  the  market 
is  somewhat  uncertain  at  present,  and  although  high  prices 
are  still  talked  of,  it  is  generally  thougat  that  the  arrivals 
may  lower  the  quotations  somewhat.  For  fine  60-per-cent. 
quality  from  5c.  to  6c.  per  lb.  is  required. 

Arsenic. — Firmer,  23s.  to  23s.  6//.  being  the  rate  for  best 
white  powder,  on  the  spot. 

Asafcetida. — Holders  are  extremely  firm,  but  no  business 
can  be  transacted  at  the  quotations  asked  by  them,  although 
there  would  be  several  purchasers  if  the  owners  were  in- 
clined to  make  a  concession. 

Balsams. — Peru  offers  at  7s.  6(2.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and 
fine  Tola  is  quoted  nominally  at  3s.  per  lb.,  while  for  arrival 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  would  be  taken. 

Belladonna-root  still  offers  at  38s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for 
fair  but  rather  chumpy  quality. 

Benzoin. — The  imports  since  our  last  report  have  been 
rather  heavy,  the  total  amounting  to  385  cases,  all  from 
Singapore. 

Blood-root  has  considerably  advanced  in  price  recently  ; 
good  American,  which  offered  not  very  long  ago  at  3d.  per 
lb.,  is  now  held  for  6«!.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Calumba. — Scarce.  For  good  bright  natural  root  35s.  to 
37i.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  required. 

Camphor  (Crude). — The  week  has  been  extremely  quiet, 
and  prices  close  about  5s.  lower.  They  opened  with  sellers 
of  Japan  camphor  at  120s.  per  cwt.,  c.i  f.,  for  December- 
January  steamer,  nominally,  but  to-day  117s.  6d  ,  c  i.f.,  would 
be  accepted.  Formosa,  in  the  same  position,  was  quoted  on 
Monday  at  107s.  6d.,  c  i  f.,  the  latter  quotation  showing  a 
decline  of  about  2s  6d.,  but  to-day  there  are  sellers  at  105s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.    Still  lower  rates  are  generally  expected. 

Camphor  (Repined).— At  the  end  of  last  week  the 
Foreign  makers  reduced  their  prices  about  l^d.  per  lb.,  making 
bells,  in  §■ ton  lots,  Is.  b\d.  per  lb.  On  December  1  the 
English  makers  followed  suit,  but  only  with  a  reduction  of 
Id.  per  lb.  all  round,  the  present  quotations  for  \  ton  lots 
being :  bells,  Is.  Q\d.  ;  tablets  (4,  8,  or  16  oz.),  Is  Ihd. ; 
ditto  (1  or  2  oz  ),  Is.  9d. ;  ditto  (^  oz.),  Is.  9|d. ;  ditto  <|  or 
5  oz.),  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  Flowers,  in  5  or  10  lb.  boxes,  Is.  6^d. ; 
in  1-lb.  boxes,  Is.  1\d.  per  lb.  Smaller  wholesale  quantities 
are  charged  hd.  per  lb.  extra. 

Cardamoms. — The  only  arrival  which  we  have  to  notice 
this  week  is  one  of  13  cases  per  Cheshire  from  Colombo. 
Privately  the  market  remains  extremely  strong.  A  parcel  of 
fins  medium  to  bold  Ceylon-Mysore  for  which  5s.  Qd  was 
refused  at  the  last  auctions  has  since  been  sold  privately,  it 
is  said,  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  for  fair  small  to  medium  Ceylon- 
Malabar,  4s.  %d.  is  asked.  We  also  hear  that  several  parcels 
have  changed  hands  for  shipment  on  the  basis  of  2s  10<Z. 
per  lb.,  c  i.f.,  November-December  shipment  for  thin  shelly 
Ceylon-Malabar.  A  parcel  of  good  seed  offers  at  the  high 
figure  of  4s.  6a!.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Cinchona. — At  next  Tuesday's  cinchona  auctions  no 
fewer  than  1,100  bags  of  Cuprea  batk,  imported  about 
thirteen  years  ago,  will  be  offered. 
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Cream  of  Tartar  continues  to  decline,  and  best  white 
French  crystals  may  now  be  had  on  the  spot  at  78s  ,  and  for 
powder  at  80s  to  81s  per  cwt.  From  Bordeaux  the  quota- 
tion now  comes  at  71s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Elecampane-root. — It  is  reported  that  the  Belgian  crop 
has  been  small.  The  new  root  is  not  jet  available  however, 
and  no  prices  have  yet  been  fixed  for  them.  American 
elecampane-root  is  described  as  plentiful  in  the  States  and 
offering  at  2\d.  per  lb.  on  ths  spot. 

EaGOT  op  Rye,  after  having  been  greatly  neglected  for 
a  loDg  time,  has  somewhat  improved  during  the  last  few 
days  Much  of  the  very  wormy  Spanish  ergot  on  our  market 
has  been  bought  up,  piincipally  for  export  to  the  States,  and 
whereas  only  Jast  week  a  parcel  of  this  description  sold  at 
3§<i.  per  lb„  as  much  as  5d.  has  been  paid  for  medium 
quality,  the  current  quotation  being  6d.  per  lb.  Good  sound 
Spanish  ergot  is  not  obtainable.  There  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  crop  worth  speaking  of  this  year.  For  fair 
quality  Id.  per  lb.  is  reported  paid.  Russian  "pretty  sound" 
offers  at  6d.  per  ib,  on  the  spot,  and  "sound"  at  b±d.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f. 

Galls — Sales  of  fair  green  Persian  have  been  made  at 
44s.  per  cwt.,  but  for  fine  quality  the  quotation  is  now  48s. 
or  49s  White  galls  unchanged.  Fair  Chinese  galls  on  the 
spot  are  still  quoted  at  65s  per  cwt.  For  December  ship- 
ment 60s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked. 

Gentian-root  — The  recent  arrivals  appear  to  have  all 
been  taken  up,  and  good  French  root  is  scarcer  than  ever. 
For  good  root  the  quotations  run  from  33s.  to  33s.  per  cwt., 
London  terms. 

Glycerine. — Steady.  Manufacturers'  rates  remain  un- 
changed, but  we  understand  that  in  second  hand  English  or 
German  brands,  double- distilled,  sp.  gr.  1260,  still  offer  at 
70s  per  cwt.  i'he  imports  into  the  United  States  during 
the  first  nine  months  of  1896  and  1895  were  respectively 
18,083.911  and  12,175,355  lbs. 

Gum  Acacia — The  demand  fjr  insoluble  Persian  gum 
continues,  and  sales  are  taking  place  at  high  p»ioes.  For 
fine  pale  picked  20s.  per  cwt  ha?  been  paid  ;  for  sorts  from 
13s  to  15s.,  according  to  quality;  and  for  block  10s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  Aden  gum  is  scarce,  especially  tor  good  qualities, 
which  would  sell  readily. 

Gum  Masiic— There  is  a  considerable  over  supply,  fine 
pale  drop  may  be  had  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  but  there  are  no 
bujers,  and  new  crop  is  already  offering  at  low  rates  for 
forward  delivery. 

Honey. — All  varieties  are  in  fair  demand  except  Cali- 
fornian,  which  has  been  rather  quiet  lately,  The  low-priced 
grades  of  honey  offering  on  our  markets  have  lately  been 
cleared  off,  and  ot  Jamaican  honey  iheie  is  very  little  left 
at  present. 

Ipecacuanha  is  held  for  full  prices  for  both  varieties. 
Fair  Colombian  root  has  been  sold  at  4s.  2d.  per  lb.  privately, 
and  fair  partly  thin  Brazilian  cannot  be  had  below  5s.  8d. 
per  lb. 

Liquorice. — The  floods  which  occurred  in  the  Caucasus 
in  the  early  part  of  June  (says  the  British  Consul  at 
Batoum)  inundated  the  whole  of  the  district  in  which 
liquorice-root  is  collected,  and  seriously  interfered  with  the 
operations  of  the  diggers  of  the  manufacturers,  as,  owing  to 
bridges  and  roads  being  washed  away,  no  root  could  be  con- 
veyed to  the  factories. 

Mandrake-root  (Podophyllum).— The  present  quota- 
tion from  America  is  4f  per  lb.,  c.i  f.,  for  1-ton  lots,  and 
5d.  c  i.f.  for  smaller  wholesale  quantities.  One  holder  asks 
5^d.  per  lb.  spot. 

Menthol  — Dearer.  On  the  spot  7s.  9d.  to  8s.  per  lb. 
has  oeen  paid,  the  latter  price  for  one-case  lots.  For  arrival 
the  market  is  also  firmer,  7s.  9d  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  being  asked 
for  November- December  steamer  shipment  by  importers,  but 
second  hand  would  take  less. 

Musk. — Is  held  for  more  motey  privately.  Fine  first  pile 
thin  blue  skin  Tonquin  pods  are  said  to  be  hardly  obtainable 
here,  and  are  held  for  85s.  per  oz.  The  exports  from 
Shanghai  during  the  quarter  ending  September  30  have  been 
smaller  than  in  any  corresponding  quarter  of  the  past  few 


years.  They  amount  to  65  candies  only,  of  which  37  went 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  18  to  France,  and  10  to  Hong  KoDg. 

Oil  (Castor).— Very  firmly  held  for  Eist  Indian,  first 
quality  being  quoted  at  ^\d.  par  lb.,  while  seconds  have  been 
sold  at  3\d.  to  3\<l.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cod  liver)  — There  is  no  busiress  doing  here,  and 
the  market  generally  is  tending  lo;ver.  Quotations  are  mostly 
nominal. 

Oils  (Essential)  -  We  are  informed  that  the  lowest 
quotation  made  for  Caraway  oil  by  English  manufacturers 
is  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  Clove  oil  remains  lower  in  price  ;  one  of 
the  English  distillers,  we  understand,  has  been  offering  a 
quantity  at  a  price  below  2s.  per  lb.  Sandal  wood  oil  is  also 
offering  cheaply.  We  understand  that  a  second-hand  holder 
is  offering  "  English  oil  "  at  lis.  6d.  per  lb.,  though  whether 
that  is  soapmakero'  or  oil-distillers'  make  is  uncertain. 
Tnere  have  been  several  arrival  of  Japanese  peppermint  oil 
this  week,  also  one  of  250  cises  Lemongrass  oil  trom  Cochin 
per  JVingchow,  and  one  of  123  packages  Citronella,  oil  in 
transit,  from  Galle.  Star-anise  oil  has  come  to  hand  in  heavy 
quantities,  and  is  weaker.  On  the  spo'i  8s  per  lb.  is  the 
nominal  quotation,  bat  it  is  doubtful  if  7s  9d.  per  lb.  would 
not  be  accepted.  For  shipment  there  has  been  something  of 
a  "slump."  Yesterday  6*.  3d  per  lb.,  c  i.f,  was  accepted 
for  December  shipment,  but  today  prices  come 
much  higher  from  China,  6s.  Id.  per  lb.,  ci.f,  being 
asked,  while  the  market  is  reported  "quite  excited." 
American  oil  of  peppermint  rather  quieter.  On  the  spot  8s. 
per  lb.  las  been  paid  this  week,  and  for  forward  delivery 
8s  to  8s  Id.  is  asked.  There  are  sellers  of  Citronella  oil.  in 
drums  or  tins,  on  the  spot  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb  ,  and  for  distant 
shipment  at  Is  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms.  Business  is  reported 
in  Lemongrass  oil  at  2d.  per  cz  ,  c  i  f .  Spot  is  held  for  2\d. 
to  2\d  per  oz.  I'alian  oil  of  lemon,  new  crcp,  offers  lower, at 
3s.  6d.  per  lb  ,  c  i.f.,  for  fair  quality.  Bergamot  is  also  easier. 
Sales  of  Japanese  peppermint  oil,  40  per  cent,  have  been 
made  at  4s  6d  per  lb  ,  c.i.f.  term?,  and  on  the  spot  a  firmer 
tone  also  >revails,  business  beinar  reported  at  5s.  6d  per  lb.  For 
Dementholised,  3s.  Hh,d.  to  3s  6;/  per  lb  ,  c.i.f.,  is  now  asked,, 
and  on  the  spot  sales  have  been  made  at  3s.  9d  per  lb.  The 
quotations  for  Cassia  oil  are  rattier  easier.  75  per  cent,  to 
80  per  cent,  oil  offaiiog  at  8s  3d.,  c.if. ;  70  to  75  per  cent., 
at  8s.,  c.i.f. ;  and  55  per  cent,  to  60  per  cent ,  at  6s.  par  lb  , 
ci.f. 

Podophyllin. — The  prices  continua  to  advance  ;  B.P. 
quality  can  no  loDger  be  had  at  12s.  per  lb.  now,  but  tbe 
price  of  15s.  which  is  nominally  asked  by  makers  could 
certainly  be  shaded  6d.  in  second-hand.  It  is  said  that 
in-oluble  resin  has  been  sold  at  10s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Quicksilver.— Very  steady  at  61  12«  6i  from  the  im- 
porters, and  at  62.  lis.  from  second-hand  holders. 

Quinine. — No  business  is  reported.  Tbe  second  hand 
price  is  nominally  9d  per  lb.  Pelletiers  brand  in  vials  is  now 
offered  by  the  factory  at  Is.  3d  per  oz.  The  imports  of 
quinine  into  the  United  States  during  the  first  nine  m-  ntbs  of 
the  year  amounted  to  2  332  658  oz3.,  against  1,116  302  oz'.  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1895.  The  importations  of  cin- 
chona bark  were  respectively  1.966.589  lbs.  and  1,609,670  lbs. 

Rhubarb — Several  loti  are  said  to  have  been  sold 
privately  at  full  prices  since  the  auctions.  There  is  scarcely 
any  fine  Shensi  root  offering  here  ;  fair  round,  twe-thirds  pinky 
fracture,  has  realised  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  privately.  Of  Canton 
root  a  few  cases  have  also  been  sold  at  figures  ranging  from 
lOd.  per  lb  for  small,  up  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  for  good  medium 
to  bold  round  and  flat.  A  tarcel  of  common  grade  Higlt- 
di  ied  has  changed  hands  at  9kd.  ;  fire  quality  ot  this  variety 
is  scarce.  The  shipments  of  rhubarb  from  Shanghai  in  the 
quarter  ending  September  30  have  been  moderate — viz.,  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  493^  piculs ;  Germany,  409  piculs ; 
USA.  265k  peals;  France,  36;  other  countries,  161; 
total,  1,363  piculs. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  this  weak  include  one 
package  from  Jamaica,  and  59  from  Colon,  both  per  Atrate. 
The  bulk  of  these  arrivals  consist,  it  is  said,  of  good  Lima- 
Jamaica  quality. 

Scammony.— Sales  of  fair  qua'ity  root  have  recently  been 
made  at  the  low  figure  of  27s.  6d.    Ii  London  there  is  still 
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a  good  stock,  but  it  is  held  somewhat  firmly,  as  it  is  stated 
that  the  exportation  of  the  root  from  Asia  Minor  has  again 
bsen  prohibited.  S>m9  business  has  lately  been  done  in 
first  Turkish  Virgin  r'uin  at  30s.  per  lb  ,  and  in  flue  seconds 
at  24s  par  lb.    Common  kinds  are  almost  unsaleable. 

Senna — The  supply  of  Alexandria)!,  senna  is  not  very 
large,  neither  is  there  much  demand  for  the  article  Fine 
pods  have  i  ecent'y  sold  at  Id.  per  lb.  ;  picked  leave*  are 
quoted  at  from  9\d.  to  Is. ;  broken  leaves  at  from  6^.  to 
8d. ;  and  sifting,  which  are  rather  scarce  fit  from  about 
t\d.  per  lb.  OF  Tinerelly  senna,  no  fewer  than  738  bales  were 
shown  last  Thursday.  Almost  the  whole  of  this  was  sold, 
with  fair  competition,  at  good  prices  for  good  qualities,  which 
were  rather  scarce.  Medium  grades  show  no  alteration. 
The  following  figures  were  obtained  : — Common  small  to 
medium  yellowisn  to  fair.  l\d.  to  lfi  ;  medium  to  bold 
mixed  greenish,  2d,  to  3d  ;  fair  green  leaf,  3\d.  to  3%d. 
per  lb 

Shellac  closed  flat  at  the  end  of  last  week  with  lower 
offers  for  arrival — viz  ,  79s  Gd.  to  79s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  TN 
Orange,  November  to  January  steamer  shipment.  The  ship- 
ments from  Calcutta  during  the  second  half  of  November 
have  been  extremely  heavy,  and  this  is  chiefly  responsible 
for  the  depression  iu  the  market.  At  auction  the  moderate 
supply  of  794-  cases  offered.  There  were  few  buyers,  a'  d  as 
sellers  were  generally  firm,  only  189  cases  sold  at  a  decline 
of  2s.  to  3s  on  second  Orange,  for  which  the  following 
prices  weie  paid  :  Fine  bright  pale  unworked,  87s.  to  88s. ; 
fair  red,  partly  blocky,  74s  r,o75s.  The  nominal  spot  quota- 
tion for  fair  CN  second  Orange  is  now  83s,  and  for  AC 
Garnet  87s.  per  cwt. 

Spices  — At  the  quarterly  auctions  of  Ceylon,  cinnamon, 
held  on  MoDday,  the  bulk  of  the  1.400  packages  offered  sold 
with  a  good  demand,  at  an  advance  of  from  \&.  to  \\d.  on 
unworked,  and  from  Id.  up  to  occasionally  3d.  per  lb  on 
good  to  fine  worked.  The  prices  now  range  for  firsts  from  3d 
to  Is.  for  ordinary  to  good,  and  from  Is.  4d  to  Is.  Id  for 
fine  to  superior;  seconds,  ordinary  to  fine,  l\d.  to  Is.  2d., 
superior  Is.  bd  ;  thirds  3d.  to  Is.  <\d  ;  and  fourtns  l\d.  to  Is. 
per  lb.  KDugh  chips  realised  2\d.  per  lb.,  and  good  ones2|^ 
per  lb.  A  fair  quantity  of  new-crop  Cochin  ginger  (D  cut), 
has  lately  been  sold  for  arrival  at  24s  per  cwt ,  c.i  f. 
At  anciion  a  considerable  quantity  of  Cochin  ginger  was 
offered  and  most  of  it  firmly  held.  About  300  bags  rough, 
however,  sold  a*;  from  27s.  Gd.  to  32s.  Gd  for  mouldy  to  fair 
wasted — a  decline  of  Is  per  cwt. ;  common  dusty  cuttings 
realised  12s.  per  cwt.  Seventy  bags  fair  Bengal  sold  at 
14s.  Gd  ,  and  of  ICO  bags  mouldy  limed  Japana.  portion  rea- 
lised 15s  to  16s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  cloves  remain  very  flat, 
only  20  bags  medium  selling  at  2^&.  per  lb  re  weight  For 
delivery  they  are  lower,  with  sellers  at  2\d.  for  January- 
March.  Nutmegs  and  mace  are  dull,  wuh  no  sales  of 
importance.  Pimento  steady,  at  2\d.  to  2|rf.  for  fair  to  good. 
Chillies  wary  dull,  low  brown  to  fair  bright  selling  at  31s 
to  36s.  Pepper  slow  of  sale  and  slightly  easier  for  white  ; 
4(2.  to  Q±d.  for  Siam,  3§<2.  for  medium  Penang. 

Star  Anise  is  extremely  scarce  on  the  spot ;  about 
5  cases  are  said  to  have  been  sold  at  100s.  per  cwt ,  but  80s. 
to  8ls.  per  cwt.,  ci.f  ,  would  buy  December  January  ship- 
ment. 

Tragacanth. — In  moderate  demand,  with  fair  transac- 
tions in  ordinary  and  common  kinds.  Fine  r.ale  first  Persian 
is  quoted  at  from  111.  to  151.  per  cwt.  ;  fine  seconds  have 
been  sold  at  13Z  5s.  to  131.  ICs ,  ordinary  quality  beiog 
quoted  at  12Z.  10s  to  131. ;  for  thitds  the  price  runs  from 
11Z.  to  12Z.  ;  and  for  fourths  from  9/.  to  101.  10s.  Smyrna 
tragacanth  quite  neglected  Ninetj-fcur  cases  sold  to-day 
at  high  prices  without  reserve. 

Turmeric  — A  fairly  good  business  has  been  done  recently 
at  steady  prices — viz  ,  from  12s.  Qd.  up  to  14s.  per  cwt.,  for 
good  to  fine  Madras',  for  fair  to  fins  Bengal,  8s.  Gd.  to  9s.  per 
cwt  is  asked,  9s  Gd.  per  cwt.  for  good  Cochin  finger,  and  8s. 
per  cwt.  for  ditto  bulb.  At  auction  23  bags  ordinary  dull 
Madras  finger,  mixei  with  bulb,  sold  without  reserve  at 
8s  3d  per  lb. 

Vanilla. — Oa  Friday  last  the  heavy  supply  of  613  tins 
was  offered,  the  balk  consisting  of  Seychelles  beans.  The 
demand  was  goad,  and  about  550  tins  sold,  including  almost 
the  whole  of  the  Seychelles,  at  rather  irregular  prices,  the 


average  being  slightly  easier  for  fresh  beans  compa>ed  with 
the  last  sales,  but  steady  for  good  qualities1.  The  following 
piice s  were  paid  :  fair  to  gcod  chocolate  8  to  9  inch  32s.  Gd  ;  8 
to  8§  inch  28s.  Gd.  to  30s  ;  7  \  to  8  inch  26s.  Gd.  to  2ys. ;  5  to  7£ 
in  ch  from  23s.  up  to  27s.  Gd  ,  an  d  3 1  o  5  inch  21  s  Gd  r  o  24s.  Gd. 
Brown  and  split  beans  of  \  ark  us  lengths  from  14j.  Gd  to 
22s  Gd.  per  lb.  For  Reunion  heans,  the  prices  were:  7  to  8 
inch  24s.  to  28s  Gd. ;  5  to  6  inch  13s  to  18s. ;  various  lengths 
from  Zh  up  to  6  inch  12s.  per  lb.  A  few  tins  of  Mauritius 
beans  were  bought  in. 

Wax  (Bees') — Fairly  steady.  Good  bleached  East  Indian 
has  been  sold  at  11.  per  cwt.  this  week. 

Wax  (Japan).— Quiet  and  rather  easier  with  sellers  of 
fair  pale  squares  November- January  shipment  at  from  39s. 
to  43.».  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  according  to  holder.  Oa  the  spot 
there  are  sellers  at  50s.,  and  probably  49s.  per  ant.  would  b& 
taken. 

Wax  (Pakaffin)  — Is  quoted  at  l\d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  for 
crude,  and  from  2\d.  to  3\d.,  according  to  brand,  for  refined. 


The  Market  in  Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  moderately  fair  demand  still  continues  for  heavy- 
chemicals  generally,  but,  as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
business  is  not  quite  so  heavy  as  it  has  been,  and  for  a  little 
time  will  probably  decline  still  further.  The  home  trade^ 
although  quieter,  is  on  the  whole  very  fair,  and  probably  a 
better  demand  from  the  States  will  be  experienced  during 
the  early  months  of  next  year.  The  quantity  of  Bleaching- 
powder  and  Caustic  soda  sold  thus  far  on  contract  for  1897 
is  very  good,  and  present  demand  for  both  these  products  is 
fairly  active.  Sulphate  of  copper  continues  very  film  and 
prices  are  higher  than  those  mentioned  last  week  Anchor 
is  18/  ;  Liverpool,  111.  15s  ;  and  for  January- April  delivery, 
131  Sulphate  of  ammonia  is  flat,  and  prices  lower — Beckton 
terms,  11.  10s.;  Leith,  11.  10s.;  Hull,  11.  12s.  Gd.; 
and  London,  11.  15s.  Last  week's  exports  from 
Leith  amounted  to  803  tons.  Benzols  have  also 
declined  considerably  since  last  writing.  P  esent 
nominal  quotations  are — 90  per  cent.  December,  3s.  Gd.; 
January -March  delivery,  3s.  3d. ;  E0-per-cent.  piompt  2s.  9d. ; 
Januar;- March  delivery.  2s  Gd.  Little  business  is,  however, 
being  done.  Aniline  oil  and  salt  steady.  Carbolic  acids  very 
.firm.  Anthracene  steady.  Pitch  quiet.  Creosote  in  brisk 
demand.  Solvent  naphtha  (coal)  has  an  upward  tendency, 
and  is  now  quoted  Is  Id  per  gallon  ;  crude,  Is  3^.  Solvent 
wood  (naphtha),  2s  3d ,  and  miscible,  3s.  A.cetatcs  are  in 
better  inquiry.  Hyposulphite  of  Soda  steady  and  moving- 
fairly  well.  Green  copperas  in  better  request,  and  good 
business  is  beirjg  dorie  for  next  year's  delivery.  Recovered 
sulphur  firm  at  about  51 ,  and  scarce  South  Durham  salt 
steady.  Cream  of  tartar  is  aeain  lower ;  powdered  stands 
at  80s.  to  81s  and  crystals  at  lls.Gd.  Cottonseed-cake  some- 
what dull  Linseed-calie  quiet.  Alum,  and  Sulphate  of 
alumina  unchanged.  Sal  ammoniac  quieter.  Phosphorus 
wedges  and  sticks  in  fair  demand.  Arsenic  in  strong  de- 
mand and  firm. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-mat ket. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  December  2. 
reports  that  notwithstanding  the  somewhat  slacker,  ed  demand; 
for  Castor  oil  the  value  of  Gocd  Seconds  Calcutta  has  been 
fully  sustained,  and  sales  are  still  being  made  at  3'^d.  per  lb.; 
but  Madras  good  seconds  and  First  pressing  French  have 
fallen  to  3\d.,  at  which  business  is  passiDg,  but  not  in  very 
great  proportions.  Second  pressing  French  is  held  for  3\d. 
per  lb.,  with  but  little  movement  in  this  grade.  Cream  of 
Tartar  is  more  firmly  held,  and  holders  look  for  better  prices 
in  the  near  future  in  view  of  the  reports  froiu  the  Continent. 
Canary-seed  is  neglected  at  the  momeat,  and  buyers  are 
wanted  at  28s  Gd.  to  29s  for  prime  Turkish.  Honeys  con- 
tinue to  attiact  attention,  and  sales  are  being  steadily  made 
of  all  grades,  particularly  the  lowest  and  the  highest  Sales 
of  Californian  have  been  made  at  prices  ranging  from  26s  Qd. 
to  37s.  Gd.  cwt.,  and  in  Chilian  from  19s.  Gd  to  26s  Gd. 
A  parcel  of  Brazilian  Acacia  will  be  brought  to  auction 
on  Monday  next.  A  recent  arrival  of  Balsam  Copaiba, 
mixed  in  giade,  was  offered  at  auction,  and  part  sold  atabjnc 
Is.  lid.  per  lb.  A  parcel  of  10  tons  of  Cascara  sagrada  just 
landed  was  offered  at  auction,  and  was  withdrawn  at  17s. 
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per  cwt.  For  Spermaceti,  English  and  Chilian,  Is  5d.  is  still 
asked.  An  import  of  65  bags  Cumin-seed  failed  to  meet 
with  buyers  at  auction,  and  the  parcel  was  witadrawn  at 
22s.  cwt.  The  parcel  of  Cathagena  Ipecacuanha  offered  last 
week,  for  which  the  bids  at  auction  were  refused  has  baen 
sold  on  private  terms. 

The  Hamburg  Drug  market. 

Oar  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  December  1: — 
"  Business  is  very  quiet  here.  East  winds,  combined  with 
very  low  water  in  the  Elbe,  have  much  delayed  the  arrival 
of  several  large  vessels,  while  the  discharging  and  loading 
of  steamers  in  our  docks  and  harbour  is  being  hampered 
greatly  by  the  strike  of  the  dock-labourers.  Yesterday  the 
warehousemen  struck  too,  increasing  the  number  of  the 
strikers  to  about  12,500  men.  Our  market  remains  quiet. 
Antimony  is  quiet  for  spot  delivery  at  36m  per  100  kilos., 
while  delivery  is  firm.  Balsam  copaiba  is  steady :  genuine 
Maracaibo  quoted  390m.  per  100  kilos.  Peril  balsam,  quiet 
but  steady,  at  16j}m..  per  kilo.  Tolu  balsam  easier,  at  6|m.  to 
6jm.  per  kilo  Camphor  (refined)  is  very  quiet ;  the  refiners 
ask  325m  per  100  kilos.,  while  secondhand  sells  at  305m.  to 
310m.  Chlorate  of  potash  is  quiet,  at  76|m.  to  77m.  per  100 
kilos.  Ergot  of  rye  is  quiet  with  sellers  at  90m.  to  100m. 
per  100  kilos.  Coca-leaves  are  quiet,  and  without  much 
demand,  Bolivian  at  140m.  to  150m.  per  100  kilos.  Gum 
■acacia  shows  only  very  little  business ;  prices  are  almost 
unchanged.  Kola-nuts  are  quiet  at  75m.  to  85m.  according 
to  quality.  Quinine  is  unchanged  and  quiet  at  25m.  per  kilo. 
Quicksilver  13^-m.  Oils  (essential) :  Star-anise  oil 
•dull ;  spot  quoted  18m. ;  January  shipment,  16|m.  per  kilo. 
Cassia  oil  is  very  firm,  spot  not  offering  at  present.  Peppermint 
nil  HGH  is  steady  at  7£m.  per  lb. ;  Todd  at  7Jm. ;  while 
Japanese  oil  is  very  firm  7§m.  per  kilo.  Lemongrass  oil  is 
steady,  equal  to  2j|m,  paid  tor  shipment.  Star-anise  seed,  is 
firm  ;  spot  is  held  for  220m.  per  100  kilos. :  forward  delivery, 
195m.  per  100  kilos.  Russian  Anise-seed  is  firm,  at  28 m.  to 
30m.  per  100  kilos.  Lycopodium  quiet,  and  offering  lower; 
to-day  there  are  sellers  at  270m.  to  260m  per  100  kilos. 
Spermaceti  firm,  bat  without  demand  at  325m.  to  330m.  per 
100  kilos.  Castor  oil  is  a  shade  easier,  at  62m.  per  100  kilos, 
for  spot  French  oil  oE  first  pressing,  Decembar-shipment,  at 
6lm.  per  100  kilos.  Japan  wax,  spot,  is  quoted  90oa.,  and 
35m.  for  shipment." 

The  Bergen  Cod-liver  Oil  Market. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent,  writing  on  November  28,  states 
that  the  northern  towns  continue  to  press  offers  upon  the 
Bergen  market,  and  are  constantly  reducing  their  prices,  but 
so  far  only  very  little  business  has  resulted.  The  quotations 
of  155s.  per  barrel,  f.o  b.,  for  best  non-freezing  Lofoten,  and 
150s.,  f.o.b.,  for  ditto  Finnmarhen  are  entirely  nominal.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  are  5.436  barrels,  against 
5,431  barrels  at  the  same  time  of  last  year. 

The  Smyrna  Opium-market. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  November  21 : — 
"  This  week  53  cases  of  opium  have  changed  bands  as 
follows: — Fifty  new  and  old  current  talpquale,  for  America, 
at  8s.  \0d. ;  3  good  selected  material,  for  the  Continent,  at  9s. 
The  Exchange  on  London  has  since  improved  to  the  equivalent 
of  about  \d  per  lb.  on  opium,  therefore  these  quotations 
would  now  be  practically  8s.  9d.  to  8s.  lid  per  lb.  We  have 
had  heavy  showers  of  rain  during  the  past  ten  days,  which 
must  benefit  the  opium  sowings,  and,  therefore,  were  the 
Americans  to  stop  buying  for  a  week  or  so  we  hope  to  see 
our  market  drop  a  few  pence  per  lb  ,  but,  on  the  whole,  we 
do  not  expect  to  see  anything  lower  than  8s.  Gd  to  9s., 
according  to  quality,  for  a  long  time.  Next  year,  if  we  get 
a  large  crop,  we  shall  probably  see  prices  Is.  per  lb.  lower, 
but  this  will  not  be  until  March  or  April  next.  As  for  a  rise, 
this  will  greatly  depend  upon  the  demand  from  consumers. 
If  large  orders  come  forward  from  consumers  all  at  once, 
coupled  with  speculative  and  Dutch  Government  purchases, 
it  is  very  probable  our  holders  will  push  up  the  market  as 
high  as  it  will  go ;  but  with  a  moderate  demand,  and  with 
sowings  for  next  year's  crop  under  favourable  condition,  we  will 
keep  steady  at  present  quotations.  The  arrivals  of  opium 
from  the  interior  to  date  are  1,781  cases,  against  2,976  ca3es 
at  same  period  last  year." 


THE  cardamom  plays  an  important  part  in  the  domestic 
economy  of  the  people  of  India.  One  of  the  localities 
which  in  the  past  produced  it  largely,  and  which  is  still 
much  interested  in  the  culture,  is  Coorg,  a  native  State  in 
Southern  India.  The  fruit  grows  at  an  elevation  of  3,000 
to  5.000  feet,  and  requires  a  great  deal  of  moisture.  The 
plant  grows  wild,  but  is  only  found  in  the  dense  evergreen 
forest.  The  method  of  raising  it  is  peculiar.  Cardamom- 
seed  lies  dormant  until  induced  to  germinate  by  the  action 
of  light  and  air.  A  space  is,  therefore,  cleared  in  the  forest 
by  felling  one  or  two  large  trees,  which  are  always  cut  so  as 
to  fall  with  the  top  down-hill,  in  order  that  they  may  shake 
up  the  ground  as  much  as  possible.  The  ordinary  method 
adopted  by  the  Coorg  native  is  to  fell  a  number  of  trees  on 
his  cardamom-estate,  or  male,  in  patches  of  about  i  acre, 
leaviDg  at  least  30  feet  of  forest  between  each  pair  of 
clearings.  The  felling  takes  place  in  February  or  March, 
and  the  succeeding  rains  soon  cause  the  young  plants  to 
shoot  up.  The  first  crop  is  gathered  in  the  third  year,  and 
the  plants  continue  to  bear  for  seven  or  eight  years. 

Owing  to  the  remoteness  of  the  males,  the  picking  of  the 
fruit  is  very  difficult,  and  in  Coorg  a  large  part  of  the  crop  is 
lost,  as  the  cardamoms  ripen  in  June,  but  are  never  picked 
until  September,  because  the  rains  render  the  plantations 
inaccessible.  After  picking  the  fruit  is  sun-dried  for  four 
days,  care  being  taken  that  the  fruit  does  not  get  wet  and 
thereby  burst.  The  stalks  are  rubbed  or  picked  off,  and 
the  cardamoms  sorted  according  to  size.  Mr.  Finlayson,  a 
British  planter  in  Coorg,  has,  however,  introduced  a  better 
system.  He  raises  plants  from  seed,  and  grows  them  in  pro- 
perly-laid-oat  plantations  in  moist  ravines.  These  cardamoms 
only  yield  a  full  crop  in  the  fifth  year,  when  they  bear  about 
950  lbs.  of  (green  ?)  fruit  to  the  acre.  They  are  picked  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year,  mostly  from  September  to  December. 
The  capsules  are  dried  partly  in  the  sun  and  partly  by  arti- 
ficial heat.  The  former  is  the  better  method,  but,  owing  to 
the  uncertainty  of  the  weather,  the  latter  in  the  end  pays 
better.  The  cardamoms  are  bleached  by  exposing  them  to 
the  dew  for  a  couple  of  nights  and  then  fumigating  them 
with  3ulphur.  Before  picking  the  cap.-ules  are  carefully 
sorted  and  clipped,  and  afterwards  boxed  for  the  market. 

Fourteen  to  eighteen  rupees  per  maund  of  28  lbs.  is  the 
average  selling-price  of  native-cured  cardamoms.  The 
English-cured  sell  from  lr.  8a.  to  2r.  4a.  per  lb.  Under  the 
system  in  force  in  the  days  of  the  Coorg  Kajahs  for  the  dis- 
posal of  cardamoms  the  whole  crop  was  handed  in  to  the 
Government,  who  paid  the  cultivators  from  12r.  to  20r.  per 
maund,  and  sold  the  crop  for  itself.  This  was  continued 
after  the  annexation  of  Coorg  until  1846,  when  the  males 
were  put  up  to  auction.  Nowadays  they  are  least d,  tenders 
being  invited  for  a  certain  period  of  years.  There  is  one 
kind  of  male  in  Coorg,  the  Jama  male,  the  holders  of  which 
have  a  right  to  the  produce  on  payment  of  a  rent  assessed  on 
the  estimated  yield. 

The  native  system  of  cultivation  has  of  late  years  ceased 
to  pay,  and  the  extinction  of  the  native  plantations  seems 
only  a  question  of  time.  The  revenue  of  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment loses  thereby,  but  forestry  itself  is  the  gainer,  for  the 
tree-felling  practice  is  injurious  to  the  existence  of  the 
forest. 


Indian  Sponges. — The  Madras  Times  is  indignant  with 
the  Indian  Government  Stationery  Department  for  ordering 
from  Europe  goods  that  are  obtainable  in  the  country,  such 
as  sponges.  "  Excellent  sponges,"  it  says,  "  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Indian  Ocean  ;  and  in  the  '  Dictionary  of  the  Economic 
Products  of  India,' Balfour  states  that  sponges  can  be  pulled 
up  from  the  rocks  at  Vizagapatam,  12  feet  below  water." 

A  Singular  Case  of  Poisoning  with  Lip-pomade, 
which  fortunately  did  not  terminate  fatally,  is  reported  from 
Glogau  in  Germany.  A  gentleman  in  military  service  had  used 
the  pomade  to  cure  chapped  lips,  and  was  seiz9d  by  a  serious 
inflammation  extending  over  the  whole  face,  and  indicating 
blood-poisoning.  The  life  of  the  patient  was  narrowly 
saved,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  accident  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  aniline  red  icstead  of  alkanefc  had  bsen  used  to 
colour  the  pomade. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 
as  concisely  as  possible. 

Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 
separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 
with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


The  Purity-tests  for  Otto  of  Kcse, 

Sir — The  reports  that  have  appeared  frcm  time  to  time 
in  your  journal  on  the  subject  of  otto-of-rose  tests  are 
exceedingly  interesting  if  only  as  throwing  light  upon  the 
remarkable  divergence  of  opinion  amongst  those  who  may 
lay  claim  to  be  experts  in  the  matter.  This  is  particularly 
shown  in  your  last  week's  issue,  in  which  such  authorities  as 
Mr.  John  C.  Umney  and  Mr.  M.  Conroy  appear  to  hold 
opposite  views. 

Keenly  interested  as  I  am  in  all  that  concerns  the  question 
of  the  adulteration  of  otto  of  rose,  I  propose  only  on  the 
present  occasion  to  ask  you  to  give  me  space  to  correct  what 
I  conceive  to  be  a  serious  error  in  at  least  one  section  of  Mr. 
Conroy 's  "  Note  on  Otto  of  Rose,"  as  read  before  the  Liver- 
pool Chemists'  Association  on  November  19. 

Dealing  with  the  optical-rotation  test,  Mr.  Conroy  states  that 
"  geranium  oil  from  stock  "  gave  him  an  angle  of  rotation  of 
—  9  9,  equal,  in  polaiiscopic  terms,  to  9°  54".  I  do  not  know 
with  what  geranium  oil  Mr.  Conroy  has  experimented,  but 
presume  it  to  be  what  is  known  as  "  Turkish  "  geranium,  or 
palma-rosa,  the  article  well  known  to  be  generally  used  for 
the  sophistication  of  otto.  Supposing  this  to  be  the  case,  I 
would  state  that  my  experience  is  totally  different  to  his. 
Working  with  a  100  m.m.  tube  at  30°  C — the  temperature  at 
which  otto  experiments  are  usually  conducted— I  get  the 
folio  wirg  results  :  — 

Sample  A  optical  rotation  —  0°  20" 

„      B   „         „       +0-'  W 

Sample  A.,  I  may  add,  is  a  Torkish  geranium  specially  ob- 
tained for  my  purpose  from  the  rose  districts,  where  it  is 
used  as  an  adulterant,  while  sample  B  is  from  current  stock 
of  the  finest  commercial  quality  of  the  same  oil,  purchased 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  on  the  London  market. 

I  do  not  now  enter  into  the  question  of  the  effect  of  this 
divergence  upon  Mr.  Conroy's  general  conclusions,  but 
clearly,  if  my  figures  are  correct,  that  gentleman  must  seek 
for  some  oil  other  than  citrece  to  approximate  the  angle  of 
rotation  of  geranium  to  that  of  otto  of  rose.  This  latter, 
according  to  my  experience  with  the  purest  standards  I  have 
found  it  possible  to  obtain,  should  give  an  argle  of  rotation 
of  —  2°  30  "  to  3°  30",  with  a  very  stroDg  presumption  in 
favour  of  the  latter  figure. 

I  will  only  now  add  that  in  my  opinion  the  one  essential 
point  to  bear  in  mind  in  connection  with  the  three  physical 
tests  which  form  the  subject  of  Mr.  Conroy's  note  is  their 
intimate  interdependence,  and  that  the  value  of  the  varying 
results  obtained  from  each  can  only  be  usefully  estimated 
by  giving  careful  observation  to  their  varying  relationships. 
I  would  affirm  that  any  one  of  the  tests  alone  is  of  little  or 
no  value.  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

24  Old  Band  Street,  Eugene  V.  Barrett. 

London,  Dacember  1. 


Sir, — On  page  794,  bottom  of  second  column,  you  have 
printed  a  supposed  suggestion  of  mine  that  a  "  stearoptene 
from "  otto  should  be  put  on  the  market.  It  should  have 
been  stearoptene  free.  Meanwhile  I  recommend  for  counter- 
use  an  otto  dissolved  in  2  or  3  vols,  of  chloroform.  I  found 
it  very  useful.  Yours, 

Poole,  December  2.  T.  B.  Groves. 


Cutting  and  Anti  cutting. 

Sir, — lam  afiaid  rncst  people  engage!  in  business  have 
mercenary  views  like  the  Plymouth  chemists,  and  that  trade 
papers  are  not  exempt — at  least,  I  am  sure  I  am  answering 
for  my  Plymouth  friends,  as  well  as  myself,  when  J  say  tbat 
they  will  be  extremely  grateful  to  you  if  you  can  influence 
the  publisher  of  the  C.  8f  D  to  take  an  unmercenary  view 
as  regards  their  annual  subscriptions. 

If  the  letter  leferred  to  in  your  last  issue  has  caused 
irritation  in  some  parts,  I,  as  one  of  the  signatories,  am 
glad,  in  the  same  sense  that  a  medical  man  is  when  he 
orders  a  blister  and  gets  a  good  result.  Does  it,  I  wonder, 
ever  strike  owners  of  proprietaries  (mineral  waters,  disin- 
fectants, dietary  articles,  &c.)  that  it  is  irritating  to  the 
retail  chemist,  who  is  regarded  as  the  legitimate  channel 
of  supply  for  these  goods  to  the  public,  to  have  to  do  so  at 
all  hours  and  all  days  "at  a  profit  as  nearly  nothing  at  all 
as  possible  or  sometimes  less,"  or  else  earn  an  unenviable 
reputation  for  being  dearer  than  his  competitors,  which  also 
means  an  invitation  to  the  unscrupulous  to  open  an  establish- 
ment next  door  or  as  near  as  possible  ?  This  also  applies,  in 
most  cases,  to  declining  to  do  unprofitable  business  until  a 
large  majority  will  agree  to  act  together  and  support  one 
another. 

I  quite  agree  with  you  that  this  is  only  a  preliminary 
skirmish,  or,  rather,  a  signal  for  the  retail  trade  to  organise 
themselves  throughout  the  country.  It  is  quite  time  for  the 
proprietors  to  decide  who  are  going  to  be  their  best 
friends  in  the  long  run,  and  avoid  the  bitterness  of  open 
hostility. 

It  is  also  time  that  the  retail  spoke  out  with  no  uncertain 
voice,  and  showed  that  they  are  not  content  to  go  on  with 
the  existing  state  of  things,  and  to  organise,  act  loyally 
together,  and,  if  necessary,  fight  for  their  legitimate  rights. 
The  present  state  of  the  "  proprietary  "  poiticn  of  our  busi- 
nesses is  thoroughly  unwholesome,  and  is  cot  a  state  the 
public  demands,  but  naturally  does  not  refuse  to  take 
advantage  of. 

A  few  proprietors  have  thought  the  matter  out  and  are 
willing  to  see  the  retail  get  a  fair  remuneration  for  handling- 
their  articles.  There  is  another  class  who  apparently  have 
never  given  any  serious  thought  to  the  situation,  and  are 
in  ignorance  of  what  an  amount  of  business  they  are  losing — 
in  some  cases,  I  doubt,  if  ever  to  be  regained.  There  is  a 
third  class  who  do  not  care  what  becomes  of  their  goods  as 
long  as  they  get  their  price  and  a  good  demand. 

Others  say  that  they  will  fix  a  minimum  price  as  soon  as 
they  are  convinced  that  the  majority  of  their  customers  are 
in  favour  of  such  a  course  of  action.  These,  I  think,  could 
easily  satisfy  themselves  by  an  advertisement  in  your  paper 
asking  that  the  opinions  of  the  retail  trade  be  sent  to  them  ; 
or  possibly  you  might  like  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  craft  on 
this  matter,  as  you  have  done  on  others. 

At  any  rate,  I  hope  individuals  will  not  be  slow  in  point- 
ing out  to  proprietors  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  present 
state  of  things,  and  take  jour  good  advice,  organise  and 
take  united  action,  and  there  need  be  no  fear  of  the  result. 

Yours  faithfully, 

1  Mutley  Plain,  Plymouth,  Charles  J.  Park. 

November  29. 


Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  find  from  Mr.  Boot's  letter  tbat 
his  business  in  the  protected  articles  is  so  small.  It  looks 
as  if  he  was  not  having  his  fair  share  of  what  is  about  the 
only  remunerative  business  which  is  at  present  being  done 
in  proprietary  articles  Our  reports  from  the  retail  trade 
throughout  the  countiy  tell  a  different  tale.  It  is  not  very 
grateful  of  the  public  to  only  patronise  the  champion  of  their 
interests  for  the  unprotected  articles,  with  their  infinitesimal 
profits,  whilst  favouring  the  members  of  the  offending  "  ring  " 
with  the  plums  of  the  patent- medicine  trade. 

I  am  sorry  Mr.  Boot  dees  not  quite  see  the  force  of  my 
reply  to  his  statement  that  the  P  A  T. A.  meant  the  crippling' 
of  the  patent-medicine  trade.  Pie  says  he  alluded,  of 
course,  to  the  trade  done  by  the  manufacturers,  not  by  the 
middlemen.  I  quite  understand,  tut  if  the  manufacturers 
did  rot  do  the  trade,  I  am  afraid  the  middlemen  would 
come  badly  off. 

I  am  sony  .Mr  Boot  should  think  tbat  I  considered  any- 
thing he  was!  doing  was  a  base  fraud.    I  am  sure  I  never 
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said  so.  What  I  have  tried  to  point  oui  is  that  Massrs. 
Boot,  by  their  method  of  doing  business,  were  injuriously 
affecting  the  proprietors'  interests.  Messrs.  Boot  pose  as 
pioneer  cutters,  and  they  are  fighting  to  maintain  that  atti- 
tude I  assert  that,  in  order  to  make  up  for  the  unremune- 
•rative  business  which  they  do  in  proprietary  articles  they 
systematically  place  before  the  public  inducements  to  buy 
substitutes,  upon  which  they  do  make  excellent  profits.  The 
fact  that  Messrs.  Boot,  and  other  pioneers,  cut  proprietaries, 
means  that  others  are  compelled  to  follow  suit,  and  if  they 
follow  suit  in  cutting,  there  is  no  alternative  left  to  them  but 
to  adopt  the  substituting  policy.  As  to  the  ethics  of  the 
question  I  say  nothing,  but  the  practical  result  to  pro- 
prietors is  disastrous  I  think  the  figures  given  by  Mr. 
Boot  do  away  with  any  necessity  for  an  examination  of  his 
books  by  an  accountant.  He  practically  admits  that  their 
own  proprietaries  come  to  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  their  total 
sales.  It  would  be  presumption  on  my  part  to  expect  Mr. 
Boot  to  dissect  the  "  takings  "  for  the  year,  but  their  balance- 
sheet  leads  me  to  think  I  shall  be  very  well  within  the  mark 
by  inferiing  that  one-half  of  their  business  is  made  up  by 
fche  sales  of  drugs,  sundries,  perf  ames,  photographic  mate- 
rials and  chemicals,  mineral- waters,  and  stationery.  If  this 
be  so,  then  Mr.  Boot  admits  that  out  of  10s  taken  in  pro- 
prietaries 2s  6d.  relates  to  their  own  preparations.  From  this 
it  would  appear  that  th3  manufacturers  lose  one  out  of  every 
four  customers  who  go  into  their  shops.  I  notice  from  the 
extract  from  this  firm's  balance-sheet,  published  in  the  trade 
Prpss  last  week,  that  the  net  profits  for  the  year  were  over 
10  000Z.  I  assume  that  this  means  a  turnover  of  at  least 
100  0002.,  and  if  so,  on  Mr.  Boot's  showing,  his  firm  stop 
12.500Z  worth  of  somebody's  proprietaries  reaching  the 
customer. 

Tha  vital  point  in  my  letter  Mr.  B  jot  seems  to  ignore — 
namely,  that  it  was  not  of  so  much  importance  to  pro- 
prietors as  to  who  do  the  substituting,  whether  the  small 
chemist  or  the  large  stores,  but  to  ascertain  to  what  the 
substitution  is  due,  and,  if  possible,  to  remove  its  cause.  I 
c'aim  thn.t  the  cause  lies  in  the  fact  that  such  firms  as 
Messrs  Boot  are  making  the  trade  unremunerative.  In  so 
doing,  they  are  responsible,  I  again  repeat,  f  or  the  substitu- 
tion carried  on  so  largely,  on  their  own  showing,  in  their 
establishments,  as  well  as  for  that  carried  on  by  their  com- 
petitors. I  am,  Sir,  yours,  Sea., 

2  and  3  Stonecutter  Street,  W  S.  Glyn-Jones. 

London,  E  C,  December  1. 

Sm, — I  must  once  more  ask  you  to  be  good  enough  to 
allow  me  space  in  your  journal  to  reply  to  Mr.  Glyn  Jones. 

The  cuttle-fish  is  said  to  be  in  the  habit  of  throwing  out 
an  ioky  cloud  to  cover  its  retreat.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  has,  in 
your  last  issue,  imitated  the  cuttle-fish.  When  addressing 
to  him  the  inquiries  contained  in  my  last  letter  I  hardly 
expected  that  I  should  get  clear  and  definite  replies  Mr. 
J  >nes  is  too  much  in  the  habit  of  evading  inconvenient 
quesiiins  and  of  wriggling  out  of  awkward  corners  to  allow 
such  an  expectation  to  be  seriously  entertained. 

Mr.  Jones  says  :  "As  the  Secretary  of  the  Association, 
can  have  no  opinion  apart  from  the  Council."  This  is  very 
modest,  bat  doss  he,  who  is  the  mouthpiece  (may  I  not 
also  say  the  brain  and  the  motive  power?)  of  the  Associa- 
tion, maan  to  convey  the  belief  that  he  is  ignorant  as  to  how 
"his  Council  regards  its  o  wn  agreement,  or  that  he  is  for- 
bidden to  give  expression  to  what  he  knows  ?  He  is  in  the 
habit,  not  only  of  inviting,  but  of  attempting  to  compel, 
traders  to  sign  this  agreement,  yet  neither  he  nor  any 
official  of  his  Association  will  say  whether  or  not  it  is 
legally  binding,  and  whether  or  not  it  is  irrevocable.  Why 
this  reticence  ?  Why  this  offer  of  secret  explanations  1 
Why  not  speak  out  frankly  and  fearlessly  upon  questions 
which  materially  affect  the  interests  of  all  who  have  signed 
this  agreement,  and  of  all  who  may  hereafter  be  asked  to 
.si^o  it  ?  Is  it  not  because  Mr.  Jones  knows  that  the  agree- 
ment is  legally  not  worth  the  paper  upoa  which  it  is  written, 
and  that  either  party  is  at  liberty  to  cancel  it  whensoever  he 
»chooses?  That,  at  any  rate,  is  my  belisf,  and  I  cha'lenga 
Mr.  Jones  to  controvert  my  statements  upon  these  two 
points. 

That  Mr.  Jones  and  his  Council  consider  that  the  agree- 
ment is  revocable  at  will  is  proved  by  their  having  torn  up 
Sue  agreement  between  the  P.A.T  A.  and  the  Company  which 


I  represent,  when  it  suited  their  purpose  to  do  so.  The 
irony  of  this  proceeding  is  evident  in  the  fact  that  one 
reason  given  lor  revoking  the  agreement  was  that  I  had 
ventured  to  express  tbe  opinion  that  it  was  revocable  !  Here 
is  a  pretty  medley  !  But  Mr.  Jones  makes  "confusion  wone 
confounded  "  when  he  fays  that  revocable  agreements  are  of 
no  use  to  his  Association.  Are  all  the  agreements  which  he 
holds  revocable  or  irrevocable  1  Any  answer  Mr.  Jones 
might  give  would  involve  him  in  hopeless  contradictions, 
and  either  disturb  the  equanimity  of  the  signatories  or 
weaken  the  position  of  his  Association.  Mr.  Jones  takes 
refuge  in  silence. 

So  far  as  I  know,  only  one  name  which  had  been  appended 
to  the  P  A.T.A.  agreement  has  been,  as  yet,  placed  upon  the 
black  list.  As  an  indication  of  what  may  befall  others,  and 
of  the  principles  actuating  the  Association,  it  may  be  in- 
teresting to  consider  the  reasors  given  for  taking  that 
course.  It  was  alleged — (1)  that  we  had  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  agreement  was  revocable ;  (2)  that  a  new 
clause  had  been  added  to  the  agreement ;  (3)  that  we  had 
broken  the  "rales"  of  the  Association;  (4)  that  we  had 
"  sold  some  cf  the  new  protected  articles  under  tbe  minimum 
prices."  I  hardly  know  which  of  these  excuses  is  the  most 
ridiculous.  The  first  I  have  already  referred  to  With 
regard  to  the  second,  I  have  asked  Mr.  Jone3  to  tell  me 
whether  or  not  all  who  had  not  then  signed  tbe  agreement 
containing  the  new  clause  had  been  put  on  the  black  list, 
and  Mr.  Jones  has  vouchsafed  no  reply.  If  failure  to  sign 
it  was  sufficient  in  our  case  (though  we  had  not  been  a-ked 
to  do  so),  why  was  that  omission  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
him  in  treating  others  in  the  same  way  1  I  doubt  if  more 
than  a  very  few  persons— perhaps  not  a  single  or.e — have 
been  so  unwary  or  so  unwise  as  to  sign  it,  ard  if  anyone  has 
done  so,  he  has  certainly  forfeited  his  right  to  advertise,  or 
e?en  exhibit,  his  own  preparations,  as  this  could  not  fail  to 
"injure  the  sale"  of  some  of  the  protected  articles,  espe- 
cially as  a  single  one  of  them  is  held  forth  as  a  remedy  for, 
practically,  "all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to"  E^ery 
honourable  person  who  has  given  such  a  promise  will  feel 
bound  to  carry  it  oat,  even  though  tbe  P  A.T.A  may  not 
visit  him  with  pains  and  penalties  if  he  fail  to  do  so. 

The  third  reason  given  for  putting  our  name  on  the 
black  list  is  that  we  had  broken  the  rules  of  tbe  Association. 
The  P.4.T  A.  has  a  code  of  "rules-."  Mr  Jones  has  so  far 
broken  the  secrecy  which  enshrouds  his  organisation  as  to 
give  us  this  information.  But  what  are  thess  "rules  "and 
when  and  where  were  they  promulg-tted  ?  Nobody  knows! 
Could  even  Mr.  Jones  and  his  Council  tell  us?  I  doubt  it. 
Meanwhile,  they  say,  in  effect,  "  Beware  what  yoa  do.  We 
have  '  rules.'  We  will  not  tell  you  what  they  are  but  if  you 
break  one  of  them  we  will  punish  you  We  will  no'  even 
tell  you  what  rule  you  have  broken  nor  will  we  allow  any 
appeal  to  an  impartial  tribunal  We  will  constitute  our- 
selves both  judge  and  jury  ;  we  will  decide  your  cise  in  your 
absence  and  without  your  knowledge;  and  we  will  give  you 
no  right,  of  explanation  or  reply.  If  f  ir  any  reason  we  wish 
to  punish  you,  and  can  find  no  '  rule '  in  the  existing  code 
which  we  can 'decide  to  consider'  that  you  have  brokeD, 
we  will  invent  a  new  one,  and  apply  it  retrospectively  ;  and, 
anyhow,  rule  or  no  rule,  if  we  feel  that  we  should  like  to 
punish  you,  for  anything  or  for  nothing,  we  will  do  it." 

Such  is  ths  position  taken  up  by  this  veritable  ninet^enth- 
century  Star  Chamber.  Who  would  have  suspected  the 
actual  existence  of  an  English  Vehmgerichte  ?  Hjw  can 
we  any  longer  boast  of  English  justice  and  fair  play,  whilst 
there  exists  in  our  midst  a  secret  tribunal  for  punishing 
those  who  break  rules  of  which  they  have  never  heard,  and  for 
the  purport  of  which  they  ask  in  vain?  It  is  like  living  on  the 
verge  of  a  volcano,  which  may  overwhelm  without  warning. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  have  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  your  volcano  towards  yourself,  but 
Pompeii  arid  Herculansum  are  perpetual  warnings  against 
the  dangers  of  false  security.  The  P.A.T.A  is  admitted  by 
its  parents  to  be  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  infant  life  is  subject  to  a  thousand  perils  ;  but  should 
it  ever  attain  to  full-grown  strength— in  other  words,  should 
it  attain  the  objects  which  it  has  in  view  and  cortrol  the 
bulk  of  the  articles  which  a  chemist  sells — I  ventuve  to  pre- 
dict that  many  a  chemist  will  tremble  before  this  unmiti- 
gated and  irresponsible  tyranny,  and  rue  the  day  that 
induced  him  to  give  it  h;s  support. 
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Th8  fourth  reason  given  far  putting  the  name  of  the 
company  which  I  represent  upon  the  black  list  is  1  hit  we 
*'  were  sailing  soms  of  the  new  protected  articles  under  the 
minimum  prices. '  I  have  already  proved  to  Mr.  Jones  and 
your  readers  that  we  never  sold  a  siDgle  protected  article 
under  the  minimum  prices  which  we  hid  undertaken  to 
maintain,  and  I  have  shown  the  utter  futility  and  absurdity 
of  charging  us  with  accepting  less  than  minimum  prices  for 
articles  for  which,  at  that  time,  no  minimum  prises  had  been 
fixed,  and  which  we  bad  not  then,  and  have  never  since,  been 
asked  to  sell  at  any  particular  prices.  To  all  this  Mr.  Jones 
simply  repeats  the  parrot  cry  "  I  have  not  charged  you  with 
having  broken  your  agreement."  The  charge  actually  made 
is  either  wicked  or  absurd.  Mr.  Jones  can  make  his  choice. 
Mr.  Jones  facetiously  offers  to  give  me  an  explanation  if  I 
can  produce  credentials  as  a  spokesman  for  all  who  have 
signed  the  P.A.T.A.  agreement.  It  is  the  behaviour  of  his 
Council  towards  me  and  the  company  which  I  represent  that 
I  complain  of,  and  the  explanation  is  due  to  me.  Mr.  Jones 
withholds  it  on  various  pretexts,  but  no  unbiassed  person  can 
fail  to  see  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  satisfactorily 
explain  the  unjust  and  unfair  treatment  to  which  I  have 
been  subjected  by  his  Association. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

St.  Lawrence  Road,  William  Day. 

Southampton,  December  1. 


SiK  — It  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  read  your  comments 
on  the  acMon  of  the  forty  Plymouth  chemists.  I  believe 
with  you,  Sir,  that  a  battle  must  be  fought  on  the  patent- 
medicine  question  (sooner  the  better),  that  the  chemists 
must  give  up  waiting  for  legislation  or  other  godsend,  and 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  fighting  their  own  battle. 
Combination  for  defence  or  attack  is  the  only  means  to 
attain  our  objects. 

A  firm  sends  a  chemist  a  circular  politely  intimating  that 
tbey  wish  to  take  the  bread  out  of  his  mouth,  supplanting  the 
sale  of  his  emulsion,  &c,  by  boomiDg  their  own,  and  that  he 
had  better  invest  his  money  in  their  goods  so  that  when  the 
time  comes  he  may  have  the  felicity  of  making  hd.  or  Id.  on 
the  sale  of  each  bottle,  also  that  he  may  have  free  of  cost 
circulars,  &c,  in  order  to  attain  this  end.  Thank  goodness 
we  have  at  last  got  forty  sensible  men  to  combine  and 
defend  themselves.  It  is  a  pity  they  stopped  at  remon- 
strance. 

Chemists,  to  my  mind,  in  all  centres  should  combine  to 
bring  out  one  emulsion,  buy  it  at  cost-price  from  their 
•central  depot,  all  push  it,  and  help  to  make  it  a  household 
word.  They  can  keep  the  sale  amongst  themselves,  th^.y 
can  produce  an  elegant  article  at  a  cheap  price  {vide 
"  Camwal "),  and  they  can  ed ^e  the  foreigner  out. 

I  shall  be  glid  to  move  in  the  matter  of  trade- combina- 
tion in  Hull  if  a  sufficient  number  of  my  brother  chemists 
will  intimate  to  me  their  willingness  to  discuss  the  scheme  or 
unite  to  our  mutual  advantage. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Waterworks  Street,  Hull.  G.  R.  Foulston. 


Letting  Shop-windows. 

Sie, — Your  correspondents  11  J.  B."and  "  Suaviter  "  seem  to 
be  acting  on  the  hint  I  gave  in  your  journal.  I  am  rather 
disappointed  that  we  have  not  had  more  opinions  on  the 
subject.  If  your  readers  want  practical  experience  I  may 
say  that  I  myself  have,  since  I  wrote  to  you,  obtained  pay- 
ment for  window-shows  from  two  firms  making  non-profitable 
articles,  and  a  friend  of  mine  has  been  paid  for  distributing 
bills  over  the  counter.  Proprietors  have  to  pay  for  every 
showcard  exhibited  in  a  waiting-room,  station,  tramcar.  &c. : 
why  should  chemists  exhibibit  them  without  payment  unless 
they  have  a  guaranteed  profit  on  the  article  ?  There  is  an 
announcement  in  your  advertisement  pages,  "  Gratis  Adver- 
tising." I  should  like  to  ask  who  it  is  that  does  the  gratis 
advertising— the  firm  who  supplies  the  matter  and  makes  a 
handsome  profit  on  the  goods  sold  by  it,  or  the  chemi-t  who 
keeps  his  shop  open  to  distribute  it  for  nothing  and  sells  the 
goods  at  absolute  cost  ?  Yours  truly, 

Moke  Next  Time    (240/13  ) 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


236/70.  Cortex. — You  can  only  protect  literary  matter 
from  piracy  by  copyrighting  it.  The  meanness  of  adopt- 
ing without  consent  the  fruit  of  another's  brain  will  be 
admitted  by  everybody. 


237/33.  F.  T. — The  restriction  of  pharmacy  to  persons 
with  the  British  diploma,  or  something  equivalent,  has  not 
yet  been  enacted  in  Jersey.  Its  promoters,  however,  are 
trying  to  make  their  bill  retrospective  to  some  extent. 


236/53.  A.  Z — The  seller  of  precipitate  ointment  sells 
the  precipitate,  which  is  a  scheduled  poison  which  chemists 
only  can  sell  legally. 


237/6.  Edund. — A  few  moments' consideration  will  show 
you  that  there  can  be  no  general  rule  for  ascertaining  the 
value  of  the  goodwill  of  a  business.  A  speciality  which 
with  no  trouble  has  brought  in  a  pretty  regular  income  for 
the  past  fifty  years  may  be  worth  ten  years'  purchase  ;  a  shop 
which  will  require  all  the  attention  of  the  purchaser,  and 
will  then  only  bring  him  in  about  what  he  can  earn  any- 
where, is  worth  nothing  for  goodwill.  The  new  share- 
holders in  Bovril  have  given  some  twenty  years'  purchase  for 
that  business,  because  they  believe  it  is  capable  of  great  de- 
velopment. A  man  will  sometimes  give  a  special  price  for  a 
snug  business  in  a  watering-place  because  he  wasts  to  live 
in  such  a  place.  Goodwill,  in  fact,  is  only  the  difference 
I  between  a  stock,  &c  .value  and  a  fancy  price  which  compe- 
I  tition  renders  possible,  and  this  is  only  saying  in  other  words 
that  goodwill  is  as  much  as  you  can  get. 


235/73.  Scorcher  — You  can  be  required  to  complete  your 
month,  which  in  your  case  will  not  expire  until  business  is 
finished  on  December  23. 


240/47.  M.  W.  J. — We  are  not  familiar  with  the  practice 
under  the  Margarine  Act ;  but  the  Act  requires  that  every 
packet  of  margarine,  or  of  a  compound  containing  margarine, 
sold  by  retail  must  be  iu  a  package  branded  or  marked,  or 
in  a  paper  wrapper  on  which  shall  be  printed  in  capital 
letters  not  less  than  J  inch  squire  "  Mirgarine ''  The 
letters  on  the  wholesale  package  must  ba  not  less  than 
|  inch  square,  and  the  letters  on  a  picka^s  exposed  fo:  sale" 
must  be  not  less  than  1|  inch  square. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  have  several  columns  of  replies  in  type 
>  which,  wi<h  analytical  reports,  we  hope  to 
i  insert  next  week. 


237/48.  G.  W. — Lys:dine  is  the  hydrochloride  of  a  base 
having  the  formula  C,HSN.„  and  is  prepared  by  heating 
ethylene  diamine  with  sodium  acetate.  It  is  in  pale  red 
crystals,  soluble  in  water,  and  is  a  rival  to  piperazine  as  a 
uric-acid  solvent.  Dose,  3  to  6  gr.  or  more  in  aerate i 
water. 


220/60.  A.  B. — Beta-naphthol  does  not  come  under  the 
Explosives  Act;  but  for  shipping- purposes  it  should  be 
labelled  "  Inflammable." 


202/72.  F.  Mason  — Robinson  and  Cribb's  "  Law  and 
Chcnistry  of  Food  and  Drugs"  (F.J.  Rebman)  will  suit  you. 


223/48.    R.  H. — See  reply  to  "  Aurum." 


227/68.  Botany. — A  similar  query  was  replied  to  in  our 
is^ue  of  August  29,  page  361. 
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INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Bditorinvites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers, postcard  replies  to  thi 

following : — 

231/61.    Formula  for  "  red  drops  "  used  in  Cornwall. 

231/50.  Formula  for  fluid  for  use  with  indiambbsr  stamps 
for  marking  glass. 

231/39.  Can  an?  subscriber  tell  us  what  is  nsed  for  giving 
the  wool  of  sheep  the  rich  colour  so  much  liked  for  show- 
purposes  1 

234/20.    Pill-counters :  where  obtainable  ? 

239/58.    What  is  mist,  chlorin.  et  quininre  (Barney  Yeo)  1 

200/29.  What  is  Tipper's  ointment?  An  Australian 
correspondent  think3  it  is  prepared  by  Mr.  John  Page,  chemist, 
South  Moulton,  and  is  used  for  veterinary  purposes. 


Coming  Events. 


Notices  of  Association  and  Society  meetings  will  be  inserted  in  this  section 
free  of  charge  if  we  receive  intimation  of  such  meetings  by  Wednesday  of 
the  week  previous  to  that  in  which  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Saturday,  December  5. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  Metropolitan  College  of 
Pharmacy,  at  Worrnholfc  Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush.  Kick- 
off  at  3,    Train  from  Gower  Street  at  2. 

Monday,  December  7. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section.  Chemical 
Society's  Rooms,  Bnrlington  House,  at  8  p.m.  Papers: — 
(I)  "  The  Alkali  Manufacture :  An  Historical  Sketch," 
by  Mr.  Alfred  E.  Fletcher;  (2)  "Notes  on  the  Spon- 
taneous Oxidation  of  Aluminium  in  contact  with 
Mercury,"  by  Messrs.  H.  F.  Hunt  and  L.  J.  Steele. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  "The  Use  of 
Gas  for  Domestic  Lighting."  By  Professor  Vivian  B. 
Lewes. 

Tuesday,  December  8. 

Pharmaceutical  Society,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  at  12  noon. 

Election  of  Annuitants. 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  at 

8  P.M.  Papers: — "A  Note  on  the  Estimation  of 
Qainine,"  by  Mr.  David  Howard;  li  Notes  on  the  Trees 
yielding  Myrrh  and  Gum  Arabic,"  by  Mr.  E.  M. 
Holmes. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mason  College, 
Birmingham,  at  8  30  P  m.  Lecture  on  "  Vegetable  His- 
tology," by  Mr  F.  Allcock,  with  lantern-illustrations. 
(Ladies  aie  invited.) 

B.oyal  Photographic  Society,  12  Hanover  Square,  at  8  p.m 
"Dr.  Selle's  Process  for  Natural- colour  Photography," 
illustrated,  by  Dr.  Neuhaus. 

Wedxiesday,  December  9. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  Newbury  Hall,  at 

9  p.m.  Lecture  on  "  Comets  and  Meteors,"  by  Mr.  G.  F 
Lemmoa. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  "  Mining  at 
Great  Depths."    By  Mr.  Bennett  H.  Brough. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.  "From  Alchemy  to 
Chemistry,  an  Historical  Sketch,"  a  lecture  illustrated 
by  lantern  slides,  by  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young. 

Thursday,  December  10. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  103  Great  Russell  Street 

W.C.,  at  9  p  m.    Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  on  "The  Foundation  of 

Chemistry  as  a  Quantitative  Science  " 
Liverpool    Pharmaceutical    Students'    Society,  University 

College,  at  8  30  p.m.    Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden  on  "  Plant 

Fertilisation,"  with  lantern-slides. 
Midland   Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.    Fir3t  Annual 

Ball,  at  Edgbaston  Vestry  Hall,  at  8  p.m. 


Friday,  December  11. 

Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  21  Bridge  Street,  at 
9.30  p.m.    Dr.  T.  S.  Murray  on  "  Glass." 

Saturday,  December  12 
The  Earl  of  Derby  will  open  the  new  "  William  Gossage  " 
Laboratory,  in  University  College,  Liverpool,  built  and 
equipped  by  Messrs.  F.  H.  Gossage  and  T.  Sutton 
Timmis,  at  a  cost  of  7.000Z.,  as  "  a  memorial  of  William 
Gossage,  chemist  and  inventor,  1799-1877."  The 
laboratory  will  render  the  chemistry  department  of 
the  College  one  of  the  most  complete  of  the  kind  in 
Europe. 


CTrade  flotea. 


Further  discounts  on  steel  barrels,  steel  drums,  pumps, 
swphons,  taps,  &c,  are  announced  by  the  Iron  and  Steel 
Plant  Company  (Limited),  of  Crown  Court,  Old  Broad  Street, 
and  of  Barrow-in-Furness. 

Messrs.  H.  Kemp  &  Son,  of  Horncastle,  inform  us  that 
their  almanack  is  not  ready  yet ;  indeed,  our  note  was  "too 
previous,"  which  we  regret  for  their  take  and  that  of  three 
hundred  odd  chemists  who  wrote  for  it. 

Messrs  Potter  &  Clarke's  advertisement,  on  page  21, 
shows  that  they  wish  to  supply  their  "  Datura"  asthma-cure 
through  chemists.  Their  statement  is  a  very  fair  one,  but 
they  should  make  some  provision  to  ensure  retailers  a  fair 
profit  on  the  article. 

Messes.  Hertz  &  Colltngwood  are  now  supplying  their 
coca-tonic  champagne  in  handsome  cartons,  stamped  with 
designs  in  silver,  to  which  the  name  of  the  chemist  will  be 
added  if  his  order  is  large  enough.  The  cartons  in  this  form 
make  an  effective  showcard. 

The  Secretary  of  Camwal  writes  to  say  that  our  Summary 
paragraph  last  week  concerning  the  meeting  of  the  company 
conveys  the  idea  that  the  directors'  report  was  passed  with 
a  general  grumble.  He  states  that  only  one  member 
grumbled,  and  that  he  had  evidently  misread  the  balance- 
sheet. 

In  our  note  of  a  short  interview  at  Messrs.  Scott  &  Bowne's 
office  last  week,  we  stated  that  our  representative  saw  Mr. 
Davis,  who  has  been  the  European  manager  of  the  business. 
We  find  that  Mr.  Davis  is  at  present  on  a  business-journey 
in  Australia,  and  that  the  gentleman  seen  was  Mr.  Scott, 
the  head  of  the  firm. 

From  January  1  next  the  wholesale  prices  of  Beecham's 
pills  will  be  advanced  by  about  8  per  cent.,  and  the  firm 
propose  to  supply  them  at  their  lowest  prices  in  51.  lots. 
The  9\d  size  will  be  Is.  per  doz?n  net,  the  13^.  size  9s.  6d. 
per  dozen,  and  the  2s.  9d.  size  25s.  Baecham's  tooth-paste, 
Is.  size,  will  be  Is.  6d  per  dozen. 

Messrs.  Thomas  Christy  &  Co.  wish  us  to  say  that  the 
small  Morstadt  cachet-apparatus  "will  close  three  cachets 
of  all  the  six  sizes  of  cachets  at  one  operation."  We  do 
not  object  to  say  so  ;  but  the  apparatus  which  they  sent  to 
us,  and  about  which  we  wrote,  contains  nine  holes,  three  of 
each  of  three  siz;s,  and  we  are  not  clever  enough  to  put 
eighteen  cachets  into  nine  holes.  We  suppose  they  mean 
"  any  "  for  "  all  "  in  the  quoted  sentence,  to  which  length  we 
go  with  them. 

Chinosol.— Mr.  B.  Kuhn,  36  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  B.C.,  has 
just  published  a  leaflet  on  the  use  of  chinosol  in  veterinary 
surgery.  It  is  noted  in  the  leaflet  that  this  antiseptic  is  of 
value  in  the  treatment  of  recent  wounds,  and  for  healing  old 
suppurating  and  unhealthy  wounds  In  pink-eye  of  horses 
sponging  the  inside  and  outside  of  the  nostrils  with  solution 
of  chinosol  (1:2,000)  two  or  three  times  a  day  proves 
efficacious.  It  is  also  good  as  a  disinfectant  and  deodorant 
in  stables,  kennels,  yards,  &c.  Copies  of  the  leaflet  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr  Kiibn,  who  is  now  putting  on  the  market 
a  6d.  box  of  chinosol  tablets  which  contains  sufficient  to 
make  10  gallons  of  disinfectant. 


Dumfries  Chemists  had  a  very  succezs'ul  c'ance  on 
Tuesday  night. 


